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Straight from the Hart 
                         By Rev. Dr . Rober t Hartwell 

He Lives!  

“ I  serve a risen Savior; He's in the world today 

I  know that He is living, whatever men may say 

I  see His hand of mercy; I  hear His voice of cheer;   

And just the time I  need Him, He's always near. 
In all the world around me I see His loving care,  

And tho’  my heart grows weary I  never will despair;  

I  know that He is leading thru, all the stormy blast.  

The day of His appearing will come at last. 

When I was a child our church sang the hymn, “He lives” quite a bit during the year, but with gusto at 
Easter time. 

As I grow older, this song often comes to me. It is such a wonderful creed, or statement of what I really 
do, with all my heart, believe. 

Jesus has always been a living presence in my life. I have been blessed with an immediate family that is 
loving and caring. Parents, siblings, wife and children have been my constant companions. Yet no one 
has been as close or has been such an integral part of my whole life as Jesus. 

As a child with childish fears and the need for security, He was there. 

In the teen years of angst when everything seemed wrong, He was there beside me. 

In the college years of exploration and change, He was there. 

As a young adult, finding lifetime love and career, He was there. 

As a parent, facing a challenge and joy like none other, He was there. 

As an adult, watching life move by with a furious pace, surpassed only by the growing awareness that I 
am “dust and to dust I will return,”  He is there. 

In the grief of 9/11, the sadness of loss, the fear of uncertainty, He was there. 

In good times and bad, in fat times and lean, in times of want and times of abundance, He is there. 

I know that from the villages of Darfur, the haunts of Europe, the streets of Jerusalem, to the streets and 
cities and forests of the Americas, people like me also have come to know Jesus as a personal Savior and 
Lord. In their baptisms they have felt His loving washing and renewal. In the word spoken and preached 
they hear His voice, in prayer they know His consolation and in the Eucharist, they receive His true and 
holy Body and Blood. 

This Easter, reaffirm your gratitude to Jesus who is your loving Savior. If you do not know Jesus as your 
Savior, bow your head now and ask Jesus to reveal Himself to you. Place your trust in the one that has 
already done all things needed to save you. Live each day knowing that you too serve a risen Savior. 
Know that He's in the world today. Know that He is living, whatever men may say. Pray to see His hand 
of mercy, to hear His voice of cheer. And just the time you need Him, rest in the promise that he is 
always near. Do not put off this important confessing of Jesus Christ as the Son of the living God and 
your Savior! A thought about Easter joy in knowing Jesus that is straight from the Hart. 
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Worship at                                                        

Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home  

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home Service  at 
Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale at 2 p.m. on the 2nd Mon-
day of the month.  Future services:  Special Holy Week  
service on April 2 and regular services resume on May 14. 
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The Wednesday Morning Bible Discussion group 
will meet each Wednesday from 10:45 - 12 noon. 
ªA Life God Rewardsº by Bruce Wilkinson will be 
discussed. 
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
We will NOT meet at church on Apr il 21, but 
instead will attend the LWML Spring Rally at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church (17 E. Grand 
Street, Mt. Vernon) at 9:30am.  This is a         
wonderful opportunity to meet women from other 
Lutheran churches and gather in God's 
Word.  Please join us!  Bring your Bible and see 
Julie Taylor for further information if you'd like 
to bring an ingathering item.  

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 
ªRestoredº 

�April begins with the most solemn time of the church year, Holy Week, and progresses through the joyful celebration of the Res-
urrection and the new beginnings of the early Church.  As we remember the painful sacrifice that Jesus willingly made for us, we 
appreciate all the more the grace of our God that restores us from broken sinners to new life in Christ.  Our Easter symbols – from 
eggs to flowers to new clothes – also remind us of this new life and encourage us to move forward as a reborn people.  We, along 
with St. Peter, have been given the opportunity to erase the dark parts of our past and serve a risen Savior with all of our hearts.�

�

APRI L  1 – PAL M  SUNDAY  
x� Palm processional 

x� Reading of the Passion according to St. Luke 

 APRIL 5 – Maundy Thursday 

x� Celebration of the Institution of the Eucharist at 8:00 p.m. 

x� Stripping of the altar in preparation for Good Friday 

x� Pastor Hartwell preaching 

 APRIL 6 – Good Fr iday 

x� Tenebrae services at 12:00 and 8:00 p.m. 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

 APRIL 7 – Easter  Vigil 

x� First celebration of the Resurrection at 5:30 p.m. 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

   
 
 

APRI L  8 – EASTER SUNDAY  
x� Festival Communion services at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

x� Pastor Hartwell preaching 

x� Continental breakfast from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 APRI L  15 – SECOND SUNDAY  OF EASTER 
x� Pastor Hartwell preaching 

 APRI L  22 – THI RD SUNDAY  OF EASTER/               
YOUTH  SUNDAY  

x� Youth-led worship 

x� Baptismal Reunion Service at 10:45 a.m. 

 APRIL 26 – Holocaust Memor ial Service 

x� Annual community service hosted by VLC at 7:30  

x� Music by VLC and Concordia choirs plus                       
Eastchester school 

 APRIL 29 – Four th Sunday of Easter  

x� Good Shepherd Sunday with Pastor Hartwell preaching 
Music by FaithWalk 

Prayer  Thought! 

Let us continue to pray for the soldiers, Ma-
rines, airmen, sailors and special forces who 
put their lives in harm’s way in order to de-

fend our freedoms that God would protect them from all 
danger and lift their spirits during their times of trial. 
Especially pray for Thomas Ferretti, Peter Fromm,  
Kimberly Gray, Nick Lion, Dan Miller, Robert Outlaw, 
Capt. Bradley Rakov, Lt. Christopher Rakov, Nestor 
Rivera, Lt. Paul Shrimp.  



�

�

Worship at                                                        

�

On Sunday morning March 4th Principal Jim Dhyne had the pleasure of presenting the 2006-
2007 Chapel School Award to Chapel School parent Melissa Canoni.  The Chapel School 
Award honors people for their distinguished service and dedication to The Chapel School and 
its children.  Melissa chaired the 2006 Gathering of Friends Dinner Auction, and currently 
serves on the PTO board, the school advisory committee and as a class parent.  She has contin-

ued to help with the auction this year and has often volunteered to help wherever needed.  We congratulate Melissa 
Canoni, recipient of The Chapel School Award, and thank her for her involvement on behalf of our teachers and stu-
dents.   

 Many thanks to our auction co-chairs Susana Kramer and Natasha Sriraman, our Development  Director and Devel-
opment Administrative Assistant, Bill Damato and Jeanette Van Duyne, and the many volunteers, donors and partici-
pants in this wonderful Gathering of Friends event.  The evening of the auction was a huge success and truly an enjoy-
able occasion.  It was a great way to celebrate our 90 and 60 year anniversaries.  A fantastic tradition was established 
seven years ago and now it is so great to see how it grows and changes each year.   

 Faculty, staff, parents and students had a wonderful time celebrating Lutheran Schools Week in the beginning of 
March.  The Chapel School is part of the second largest parochial school system in the country.  There are more than 
2500 Lutheran schools throughout the country.  More than 300,000 students attend these schools served by more than 
18,000 teachers.  Wednesday of that week was Chapel School Acts of Kindness Day which highlighted the unique-
ness of our school as we celebrated our faith through a day of service to others.  Throughout the year our students 
learn that service to others is a way of life, and it is a joy that they are so receptive to this.  Other highlights of the 
week included a pajama day, alumni basketball game, faculty and staff vs. student basketball game, and an inside out 
± backwards day.  

 Chapel School’s Summer Program brochure is now available.   Our program will be offered to children ages 3 
through 10.  Mrs. Lynn Lena is our Director of  Summer Programs and a number of Chapel School faculty members 
will be working with her.  There will be 8 weeks of flexible scheduling throughout the summer.  If you did not receive 
a brochure in the mail, contact the school office and we’ ll send you one.  
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A Special Welcome on a Special Evening 
 

 This year, for the first time in its 16-year history, the Community Holocaust Observance 
will be held at our own Village Lutheran Church. Hundreds of neighbors and friends and 
political and religious representatives from the Bronxville-Eastchester-Tuckahoe area will 

gather here on Thursday evening, April 26 to memorialize  those who died in the Holocaust, honor survivors and 
remind us that standing up to evil in our  present world  "starts with one" person who declares: 'never again.' 
Please, plan to attend and witness to the power of Christ's mandate to 'love your neighbor as yourself' to our 
town. 

Following the 7:30 service in our beautiful sanctuary, we will host a reception in the Multi-purpose Room. 
Kevin and Debbie Cook are organizing this special 'welcome' for our guests, and your help is needed. VLC 
members, Chapel School parents and friends are urged to bake or donate bakery goods - finger foods such as 
cookies, cream puffs, mini- muffins, brownies, etc. - or bottles of cranberry juice and ginger ale for a punch. As 
we seek to make this as special an evening as possible, we are asking for homemade or bakery goods (no pack-
aged cookies or Costco treats, please.) If you are willing to donate or to help set-up/host/clean-up, please call or 
e-mail Deborah at 

(914) 202-7548 or debbiecook@optonline.net. 

We have the opportunity to 'put our church and school's best foot forward' for our community. Will you help 
provide this special welcome? 
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�EASTER EGG HUNT - Saturday, March 31, 2007. For toddlers through grade 2. Sponsored by the Youth Groups. 
Come to the Great Porch promptly at 11:00 a.m. with a bag or basket for your eggs! There will be lots of candy and    
raffle prizes! All are welcome! 

EASTER SUNDAY CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST, APRIL 8th - Let' s share the JOY of Easter Morning in fellow-
ship with one another! Join us for a continuous continental breakfast in the Multi-Purpose Room from  8 a.m. - 12 noon 
on Easter Sunday. Will you help decorate the tables? Can you bring a breakfast item to share? Are you available to help 
replenish trays and coffee in between services? Help us to make our members and visitors feel welcome on this special 
day! SEE BULLETIN INSERT TO SIGN UP! 

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Chr istian Coffee House on Saturday, Apr il 14 as house      
favorite Lois Joan Hoffmann sings Inspirational Music and Christian Comedian and impressionist Tom Brennan returns 
to the Coffee House stage. The Coffee House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The 
Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School students/Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love 
offering will be taken to offset expenses. 

 Concordia College - College organist Richard Heschke presents an Organ Recital on Tuesday, Apr il 17 at 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets: $20 Adults/$10 Children & Seniors. A special rate of $10/person is available for groups of ten or more.  
 

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As the VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy us in the 
morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

Youth Choir  Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on April 5, 19, and 
26 and on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on April 1, 22 and 29.  We will also sing at the 9 a.m. service on 
these Sundays���Special Services: April 5, Maundy Thursday-sing at 8 pm service.  April 6, Good Friday-rehearse at 
11:30am and sing at 12:00pm service .  Easter Sunday± sing at both 9am and 10:45 am services���

Chancel Choir  will sing on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday at 8:00 p.m. and at both 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. on 
Easter Sunday.  We will be off April 15, and will then sing at 9:00 a.m. on April 22 and at the Holocaust Memorial 
on April 26.  Rehearsals will be Thursdays, April 12 and 19, from 8:00 to 9:15 p.m. 

Village Bells will ring at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Easter Sunday.  Rehearsals will resume at our normal time on 
Wednesdays from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. 

FaithWalk  will rehearse on Tuesdays, April 10, 17 and 24 at 7:00 pm in preparation for services on April 29.  

Please contact Debbie Reiss for more information at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 or DREISS@VLC-NY.ORG 
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 First Communion  
Congratulations to our  1st Communicants who received their First Holy Communion at a  
special service on Sunday, March 25th at 10:45 a.m.  Rebecca Blanco, Matthew Callanan, 
Morgan Chrystal, Kr istofer  DePalermo, Chr istopher ªCJ”  Losapio, Cather ine Manning, 
Casey McGinnis, Marcelo van der  Ree Hernandez. 

 

ªO Son of God, br ing me into communion today with your  mystical supper…like the good thief I  cry, " Jesus, 
remember  me when you come into your  kingdom." ”  
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3  - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II 
(7th Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor 
will be the primary leaders of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group will be led by Ms. Amanda LaVoie 
for grades 9 - 12 .  Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth groups. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6 

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 ± 7:00 pm.  Our usual meeting place is in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  Please enter the building through the main school doors and look for signs if we need to meet 
elsewhere.  Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever 
activity you can.  Any questions??  Please call Erika at  (914) 395-1954 or tyandbash@aol.com.  
�

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 
 

Lifers continue to meet for confirmation on Thursdays from 6pm -7pm usually in the Art Room. Our Lifers are doing 
well growing in their knowledge of God and His blessings to them. We continue to keep them in our daily prayers! 

As we move closer to the end of this educational year, it is important that the Lifers remain current with their worship 
reports and service hours. There are many worship and service opportunities throughout the Lenten season. Sermons 
from our worship service are available online at our website.  

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 

Next Summer (July 28 ±  August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  Once 
again this will be held in Orlando, Florida!!  �
 

The Pancake Supper was a great success!  Many thanks to all who supported us! 

 We will be helping out with the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 31st. 

 The Tag Sale will be Friday afternoon May 4th (from 11:30am-5pm) and Saturday May 5th from 9am-3pm.  Drop 
off info to come… 

Brunch with the Pastor, April 15 at 10 am in the Youth Conference Room (behind the lunch room). 

�
��LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 ± 12 

�ZAP ~ This is an Atlantic District Program, which connects Youth of Confirmation age and older and begins to give 
them practical, hands-on, relational experience in missions, service and church work.  The District will offer three 
weekends during the school year for these workshops.  This will culminate in an opportunity for the youth to run a 
week of Vacation Bible School this summer.  For more information,  please contact Pastor Taylor at 914-337-3202 
(1021) or DTaylor@vlc-ny.org. �
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Easter is Evangelism time! 

 In Mark chapter 16 verse 6, we hear the words of an angel who appears as a young man in a white robe. His words are power-
ful, for they are filled with the celebration of victory over sin and death. They are spoken to Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of James and Salome. ªDo not be alarmed; you are looking for  Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; 
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter  that he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.”   

 What excitement! What joy! These words wipe away all sorrow and disappointment. They express victory, in the midst of 
their memories filled with the horrible death of the rabbi Jesus who did so many wonderful things and spoke even greater 
words. Imagine how great it would have been to be there with these three women to celebrate hearing these words. What won-
derful assurance these words bring to one' s ears! What more motivation would be necessary to inspire them to share this great 
news!  Certainly, it would have inspired us if we were standing there with them! That moment in time would have to rank as 
one of the number one evangelism seminars, concise, direct, and to the point! If we had been there, we would go running eve-
rywhere to tell everyone, ªThe Lord is risen! He has risen indeed! Just as He told us He would! Alleluia! Alleluia!!!º  

Or would we? 

These are the words that follow the portion from Mark 16 printed above: ªSo they went out and fled from the tomb, for  ter -
ror  and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for  they were afraid.”  

What, you have to be kidding? Is that the way they responded? Well, we certainly would NOT do that ± right?  

Or would we? 

How often have we been afraid to speak the wonderful Good News to others? How often have we been terrified of what others 
would think about us after we share the message of our Lord' s resurrection? How often would we rather flee the scene, than to 
share the Savior' s words of love and forgiveness? I guess we are not that different from those first Easter evangelists. We 
probably would have reacted the way they did, if we had been there.  

Nevertheless, in a sense, that seems to be the way we need to react. 

We, like the first Easter evangelists, cannot share the message on our own, with our own strength and motivation. The Spirit of 
God is the one who fills us with strength and desire to speak the words of love to others. Just as that same Holy Spirit would 
fill Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome, and the rest of the disciples, He too fills us! He calls us through the 
waters of baptism and commissions us as His children to go and tell. We receive His promise that we are under His care and 
filled with His strength to accomplish that which we cannot do on our own. He does this so that others may know of the love 
of God through His Son Jesus, rejoice in it, and spread it to others as well. 

It is what happened to those three women and the rest of the disciples. God in His grace came to them and empowered them to 
accomplish great things by simply sharing the Easter message. As they shared it, the Church grew.  

The same God comes to us, with the same message and the same power. May we share it by His strength and celebrate as His 
Church grows! 

May the Easter season inspire you to such service in Jesus'  name! 

 Pastor Taylor 
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I t’s time for  a new photo directory for  the Village Lutheran Church. The photographer (we are 
using a new company this time) will have appointments available on Sunday, April 29th from 12 noon 
to 6 p.m., Monday, April 30th from 5 to 9:30 p.m. and Tuesday, May 1st from 5 to 9:30 p.m. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room of the VLC. To set up your reservation call 914-337-0207 (0) Monday -       
Thursday 8 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. or Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is no cost for the portrait seating and all 
families or individuals will receive a free 8x10 portrait and a photo directory. We would like 100% 
participation on this our 90th anniversary year. 
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St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring initiative 
for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica'  s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit the growing family. 
We ask for your help in the following ways:   

I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when your child is 
expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers.   

I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica’s Circle, you will be asked to prepare and deliver one dinner to the happy family 
on a rotating basis.  
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Baptismal Reunion Sunday, April 22 at 10:45 a.m. 

VLC Pictor ial Directory &  Por traits  April 29-May 1 

Wedding Reunion Sunday, May 6 at 10:45 a.m. 

Ascension Day Service of Prayer  and Healing Thursday, May 17 at 8 p.m. 

Anniversary History Week Activities at the Chapel School, during the month of May.  

VLC &  Chapel Bir thday Par ty  Friday, May 18 (Afternoon) 

Service of Prayer  and Healing Wednesday, June 6 at 7 p.m. 

VLC &  Chapel School Picnic   Sunday, June 10 at 12 Noon 

VLC &  Chapel Golf Outing  Leewood Golf Club, Tuesday, June 19 

Check out the VLC &  Chapel School Piano Bookshop in the Friendship Room. New for our 90/60 Year: Sev-
eral new books for children, from infancy to teens are available as well as several books that explain how to sur-
vive death and grief. Check out our honor bookstore in the Friendship Room on the Piano! Lots of Easter Basket 
supplies with books for children and youth. 

You are Invited to the Spr ing Inquirer Class  
 Join Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor for three ªbrown bag lunchº inquirer classes on Sunday, April 
15, 22 and 29 at 12 Noon in the beautiful Friendship Room of The Village Lutheran Church and Chapel 
School.   Coffee, tea and table service provided. Bring your own lunch.   See a video that explains the 
exciting ministry of The Lutheran Church-Missour i Synod!   Take a prayer  tour  around our  cam-
pus and see how God uses our  Chapel School, Concordia College and VLC in exciting ways!      
Understand the differences and similarities between the Lutheran Church and other Christian and 
Catholic Churches.   Learn about what the Bible says about:  Baptism, The Lord’s Supper (Eucharist 
or Mass), The Church, The Law and the Gospel, The Saints, The Holy Spirit .    
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 Memor ial/Honored Gifts were received from:                                            

Mr. and Mrs. A. Glenn Bevers and Christy Bevers          
In memory of Grace Blanck  

 Ms. Helen Bjurberg, Ms. Linda Bohan, Frank            
Capozzelli, Dr. Alfred Cordero, Jewish Community 

Center on the Hudson Early Childhood Program,       
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Feinman, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Forshaw, Ms. Dorothy Giacco, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
Guerriero, Mr. George Kirchmann and Mrs. Valerie 

Kirchman, Leslie Law, Ms. Anne Losee, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Mesler, Ms. Jaqueline Newsome, Ms. Susan 

O'Brien, Ms. Angela Pagano, St. John The Baptist 
School, Ms. Laura Sanders, The Sanders Family,         

Ms. Kathleen Taylor, Yonkers Board of Education, 
Yonkers Public School Nurses,  and Ms. Sharon         

Zukerman.                                                                        
In memory of Gary John Bevers 

 Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hartwell,                                 
In memory of Vivian Doebler 
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THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 
172 White Plains Road 
Bronxville, New York 10708 
 

www.VLC-NY.org 
www.TheChapelSchool.org 
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Saturdays at 5:30 pm,                                 
Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.                                                                

Sunday School is held dur ing the                 
9 am  service. 

Congratulations to Tim Elwell and Carol Piedmont 
who passed their deacon intern interview and are now 
deacon interns in the Village Lutheran Church and Chapel 
School. Deacon Interns must complete 200 hours of    
service to the church and school in the area of evangelism, 
worship, administration, pastoral care and education and, 
once the hours are accrued, are eligible to be                
commissioned as a Deacon. May God bless our growing 
Deaconate as they serve in ministries of Word and        
Service. 


