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Straight from the Hart
By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwdll

Continuing over the next several months, | will share you severa areas of growth
as we continue to "know, live and share the love of Christ."

This month, | want usto consider God's desire that we grow in our urgency to
reach thelost. Village Lutheran Church and the Chapel school is a part of the
holy, catholic and apostolic Church that is known by the title “evangelical.” This
means that we believe the good news of Jesus Christ isto be shared and accepted
by all. It probably goes without saying, that we don®base our love for people on
whether they have accepted Jesus or not. We love all people, even those who are
very different from us, because they are the unique creation of God. However,
our love for them as God®creation does not stop us from wanting to see them find redemption
and new life through aliving relationship with Jesus.

This“evangelical" emphasisis becoming unique in the United States. The dominant message of
our culture isthat we should never try to share our faith with others, but ssmply celebrate
whoever they are and whatever they believe. Thisisnonsense! Can you imagine a doctor or
nurse practitioner, who when confronted with the reality that their patient needed a course of
treatment, smply said "Y ou are okay, | celebrate the way you are."

This healthcare provider would not in any way be seen asloving or professional. The stark truth
of our spiritual world isthat we arein a condition of sin. Being "in sin" means that we are
separated from God and ultimately separated from all of the others around us. Human works
cannot bridge the separation. The Scriptures tell us, and our experience validates this belief, that
only the blood of Christ can restore arelationship with God and ultimately bring peace in the
human family.

We should never feel boastful about our knowledge of the saving relationship of Jesus. Itis"by
grace that we have been saved, and not of works, lest anyone should boast." Rather, because we
know what it islike to be saved by grace, we should not miss any opportunity to share the good
news of Jesus with others. We share this good news with those who have no relationship with
God at al, with those who®@e wandered from the Christian tradition and need to be brought back
to the saving "Ark" of the holy Christian Church, and with those who believe in religions other
than the one the Scriptures proclaim.

In no way do we demean the experience of others. Those who come from a different tradition
than ours have experiences that we can learn from and that we can truly celebrate. However,
when we believe the lie that people do not need Jesus, we demean our own Christian faith and
assign them to alife of unbelief and separation from God.

So le us pray to the Lord to help us regain and re-energize an urgency for the lost. Not because
we do not love those around us, but because, like our God, "we so love the world" that we want
to tell them "God sent His only begotten Son, that whosoever shall believe in Him shall not
perish but have eterna life."

A thought about an area of growth for us that comes straight from the Hart.
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This summer we will have a Vacation Bible School for children who will be enter-
v t ing Kindergarten through 6" grade, this coming September. Our theme this year will
a l n be‘The Quest for Truth’. It will be held at Village Lutheran Church, from Sun-
day, July 13" until Thursday, July 17". Each evening, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., we
B l SChOOl will enjoy games, arts and crafts, snacks, music, group Bible study, fellowship and
l e lots of laughter! We are looking for committed volunteers to head and assist with
small groups, aswell as assist with specific centers, such as music, snacks or art.
We are looking for volunteers of all ages, from entering 7" grade through the senior years. Please expect to have
meetings before the start of VBS. If you are interested in helping or having your child attend VBS, please e-
mail Ann Terenzio at victer@mac.com or ATERENZIO@thechapel schoal.org. or call Ann, either at home at
(914) 667-4035 or at work at (914) 337-0207 ext. 1112 and leave a message. We will also be accepting grocery
store gift cards, to use for snacks and other items. These can be placed in Ann Terenzio’s mailbox, at
VLC/Chapel School or placed in the offering. VVolunteers, please respond by or before April 15". Parents, please

respond by May 25™. We are looking forward to seeing you there!

WOMENSBIBLE STUDY/LWML

The next Bible Study/LWML will be held on
April 19 at 8:30am. There are only two more
chances to attend before we break for summer.
We will be discussing Chapter 11 of

aRediscovering the Lord s Prayer” by Art Simon.
Also please read p.12-13 of the Large Catechism.

For more information, contact Julie Taylor.

LWML Spring Rally

Savethe Date: Sat. May 3, at 9:30am at St. Mat-
thew’s Lutheran Church, Hastings-on-Hudson.
Please plan to attend.

The ADULT BIBLE discussion takes place on
Wednesdays from 10:45 - 12:00 in the Friendship
room. The Book of Genesiswill be discussed.

PRAYER SERVICES

Isany one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is
anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Isany
one of you sick? He should call the leaders of the
church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the
name of the Lord. (James 5:13-14)

Please join us for a Service of Prayer for Thanksgiving
and Healing. These brief times of quiet meditation
featured personal testimony, music, prayer and
individual blessing at the dtar. In light of the positive
response to these services, we will continue to offer
them on a quarterly basis. The next service will be
Monday evening, June 2, from 7:00-7:45 p.m.

WORSHIP

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home Service
at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale. Services are held at
2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future services:
April 14, May 12 and June 9.

I nterfaith Holocaust Commemor ation

Cpb o

Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School are invited to the Seventeenth
3.'_ ~J Il Annual Community Interfaith Holocaust Commemoration on Thursday,
Anfed3 April 10, 2008 at 7:30pm held this year at St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church,
15 Cedar Street Bronxville, NY. The speakersthis year are Mr. & Mrs. Jack and
Ina Polak, Eastchester residents and Holocaust survivors. Their story has been
documented in the recent film, "Steal a Pencil for Me."
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FOCUSON WORSHIP
aGreater Things’

During the Sundays of Easter, we hear again the stories of how the early church grew and
spread around the world. Jesus taught His disciples personally, and He promised to con-
tinue leading and empowering them through the Holy Spirit once He was no longer on
earth. Though they did not understand at the time, they finally discovered for themselves
how much they could accomplish in carrying out God' s mission for them. Thiswork has
continued among the community of believers ever since, and by grace we are blessed to be
apart of God's mission. We aso value and give thanks for the many faith communities who partner with
us, especially the congregations, schools and ministries of the Atlantic District and Concordia College.
Together, we will do greater things than any of us can even imagine.

“1 tell you thetruth, anyone who hasfaith in me will do what | have been doing. He will do even greater things
than these, because | am going to the Father” (John 14:12)

APRIL 5-6 — Third Sunday of Easter/ APRIL 19-20 — Fifth Sunday of Easter
Youth Sunday X Pastor Taylor preaching
X Youth worship leaders at all services X Concordia Festival Choir @Fauré Requiem”

(Sommer Center, 4:00 p.m.)
APRIL 26-27 + Sixth Sunday of Easter

X Cherub Choir singing at 9:00 am.

APRIL 12-13— Fourth Sunday of Easter X Pastor Taylor preaching
(Good Shepherd Sunday) MAY 1 + Ascension Day
X Atlantic District Mission Society Sunday X Festival Worship at 8:00 p.m.
X Pastor Hartwell preaching X Rev. Dr. Patrick Bayens, guest preacher

Stewardship Moment

Each month, we will focus on a question or concern Christiansraisein relation to their
Chrigtian act of stewardship of time, talents and tribute.

My giving is a private matter between God and me, no one else.

In our culture, aman’s checkbook is no one’s business but hisown. In asimilar way, many Christians say that
their giving is a private matter, information to which only God is privy. They point to Jesus' admonition in Mat-
thew 6: “ When you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand isdoing.” But Jesus
words here have to do with our inner motives for giving (to please God rather than men), not a privilege of pri-
vacy. Any timeyou find yourself insisting that some part of your spiritua life is nobody else's business, it may
be awarning sign that you are trying to hide something. We should keep in mind that the Lord Jesus gave His
life not primarily to secure a private relationship with each of us, but to make for Himself a church of people
consecrated to Him (Ephesians 5:25). And this church shares a mutua responsibility for the spiritua growth of
its members. (Galatians 6:1-5), including our use of money. This means that Christians should be honest and
accountable with each other about how we handle God' s money. So my giving is actually between God, me, and
my Christian brothers and sisters.




“LET USEXALT HISNAME TOGETHER”

TheVLC Music Ministry

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3).

YOUTH CHOIR will rehearse on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on April 3, 10
and 17 and on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 am. on April 6 and 13. We will also sing at the 9 am. service on
these Sundays. Wewill aso be singing at the May 1 Ascension Day service at 8 pm. Rrehearsal will be at 7 pm.

CHANCEL CHOIR will rehearse on Thursdays, April 3, 10 and 17, from 8:00 to 9:15 p.m. and will sing at the
9:00 am. service on April 13 and 20. We will also sing for Ascension Day worship on May 1.

VILLAGE BEL L Swill rehearse on Wednesdays, April 2, 9, 16 and 30, from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. and will ringin
worship on April 13.

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss
at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DReiss@vlc-ny.org

hristian
he Good INews C
The & Coffee House Times

Good News

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee

House on Saturday April 12 as Christian Music, *tHEARTSONG” takes the Coffee House stage.
* The Coffee House opens at 7 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The
Concert begins at 7:30 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School /students/Seniors
$3 with valid ID and children $2. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLCis
- located at 172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, New Y ork 10708. For more information call
914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org.

The“Village” Seniors NEWMEMBER CLASS
“God for Us’

Have you ever wanted tojoin the Lutheran Church?

Areyou interested in the teaching of the Christian Faith?
April 15 Have you ever felt you or your child should be baptized and
are unsure on how to proceed?

Upcoming Seniors' Luncheons:

Parish Nurse Practitioner Joy Elwell discusses
health for Seniors: Did you missyour 1st Communion or Confirmation and

wish you could have these sacred rites?

May 13 Have you ever wondered what the differences and similari-
Emeritus Pastor James Zwernemann ties are between the Roman Catholic and Protestant
discusses the Holy Land; Church?
June 10 Join Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor for aNew Member

Class called "God For Us!" .
End of Season Luncheon at Siwanoy. No obligation. Inquirers welcome.

Wednesdays. April 2, April 9, and April 16
7:30-9:00pm
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz. The Confirmation Il (7th Grade) and
Confirmation I11 (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group. Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will be the primary leaders
of thisgroup. Finally, the Crusader Youth Group will be for studentsin grades 9-12. Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor
for more information about our Y outh groups.

VOYAGERS: Grades3—-6

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 — 7:00 pm. Our mesting place this month isin the Lunch
Room. We will meet on April 3 and 17.
LIFERS: Grades7-8

Lifer Youth, (grades 7 & 8) meet on most Thursday evenings from 6:00pm - 7:00pm in the Art Room for confirmation.
Confirmands are reminded to complete their worship reports and turn them in. There are ten reports required for this year.
Questions? Please contact Pastor Taylor at dtaylor@vlc-ny.org or at 337-0207x1021.

CRUSADERS: Grades9-12
MEET ST. JAMES!
A Study of the Book and Real World Teaching of St. James.

We meet in the Y outh Room on Sunday, April 13 at 10:30 am. The topic this month will be
aYOU'RE NOT LIKE ME! 2 (JAMES 2:2-13). 8th grade Lifers are also invited to attend.

X Crusader Youth areinvited to our Open Gym Night for Basketball. Join us for church at 5:30pm on April 26th and after
church we head for the gym for basketball. Bring a friend and $$%$ for soda and pizza. Sodais $1.00 & Pizzais $1.00 a
dlice. Pray and Play itsthe only Way!!!

Chapel School PTO Sponsored Book
Fair

Mite Box News , ,
April 8 - 11, Multipurpose Room

Through the generous collection of Mite Boxes, SEVEN Tuesday, April 8, 8:30 am. - 4:00 p.m
Mission Grants have been fulfilled. We are now collecting ’ O 22 Am. A0
Mites for Mission Grant #8 - Our Community Outreach V\ﬁinr:i?/y Aﬁﬁlnllg ' SSé%Oa?‘nm-. 840%0p|?nm

School's Music Ministry. This grant would be used to
purchase musical equipment and literature to teach our
students musical skills at Lutheran School of the Risen
Christ in Brooklyn, and to help fund transportation so that Main Street Book Fairs will be
these students would be able to visit nursing homes, providing the books for this

hospitals and senior centers to spread the message of Jesus fair. Fiction and Non-Fiction books

Christ. .
for all ages available. All are

Mite Boxes can be obtained in the multi-purpose room on welcome to attend and support the

the piano. Fill the box with loose change and return to the Chapel School.

large Mite Box on the piano for collection. Every penny

counts. Let'skeep the Mite Boxes flowing.

Friday, April 11, 8:30 - 10:30 am.
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Evangelism Cormer

" For what doesit profit a man to gain the wholeworld, and forfeit his soul?” Mark 8:36

April means its tax time. Yikes! Yes, its here upon us! For many people this means a mad dash through all the
shoeboxes of receipts, gathering last year' s financial information, to begin work on all those wonderful forms read-
ily available from the local post office. | can remember the scene in the house where | grew up — My father would
get out the card table and set it up in the living room with al the piles of papers on the table or floor. The universal
message to all of us wasthe same, DO NOT DISTURB, and disturb, we did not!

Taxes are important. It is our responsibility to pay our taxesin accord with the rules and regul ations set by our gov-
ernment. We also want to be conscientious about the all the policies because there are advantages to keeping good
records - it may lead to being the recipient of a rebate check. Most people work very hard to receive that rebate
check! And, why not? We want to make sure that we receive everything that we are eligible to receive, so we do
our taxes and pray that there is a rebate check with our name on it.

The Bible passage above reminds us that we should be giving more attention to our spiritual life in and under
Christ. We may pat ourselves on the back after tax time when we receive that refund check from Uncle Sam, but
what does that do for us and our relationship with God? If we have all the riches in the world and do not have
Christ, we have forfeited our souls—and that isSNOT agood thing at all.

In thislong post-Easter season we are given a wonderful opportunity to share the great news of Jesus' resurrection
from the dead and what this means for us and this world. What a blessing it will be to others when we share our
faith with the same fervor we have when it comes to attacking our taxes! In addition, just think about it, the profit
one receives when they receive Christ isforgiveness of their sinsand life everlasting! Terrific News!!

May we all be so inspired to share the joy of the resurrected Lord with all our friends and neighbors to the glory of
God the Almighty! Amen!

In His service,

Pastor Taylor

Datesfor our futureVoters Meetings

CONGRATULATIONS April 6, 2008 and
TO OUR FIRST June 8, 2008.
COMMUNICANTS All on Sundays at 12 noon in the Multi-Purpose
Room.
Luke Geiling, Sarah Graham,
K atrina Kirchgaesser, At theVoters Assembly meeting on April 6, the
A|ex anavera’ Deanna Reyes_Guerra’ 2008-2009 BUdget (approvaj by our Trustee Board
Tyler Schultz, and Bradly Taylor on March 11) will be presented for review and

approval. Copies of the budget are available on the
tract rack and questions may be directed to Principal
James Dhyne (the Chair of the Budget Committee)
or Treasurer Ralph Schoene.

We rejoice with these young people who took
this next step in their faith journey
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April isNational Donate Life Month. The event's message is an important one. Although thousands of transplant surgeries
take place each year, there are till more people needing transplants than there are organs available. Every 13 minutes, a new
name is added to the nation's organ transplant waiting list. That adds up to about 110 new people every day for a current total
of approximately 84,000 names.

National Donate Life Month emphasizes how valuable organ donation is for so many and encourages everyone to become a
donor. Almost anyone 18 years or older can donate organs, regardless of their health. If you would like to donate your
organs to help save another person'slife, follow these steps:

1. Put your decision in writing. Since laws differ from state to state, log onto www.shareyourlife.org for more
information. There you can find out about your state's laws, request a brochure or download an organ donor card.
Another helpful site is www.organdonor.gov.

2. Téll your family what you want to do. Making your loved ones aware of your intention to donate your organs will
help them honor your request in the event of your death. It isimportant to discuss this, because your relatives will
be asked for the go-ahead to donate your organs, even if you have asigned donor card. The Donate Life website
(www.shareyourlife.org) has suggestions on how to tell your family you want to donate your organs.

Yogaisheld on Mondaysat 7 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Rm. Cost $10. Call Faith Forliano 725-8035.

St. Monica’'s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring initiative
for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica's Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit the growing family.
If you are expecting a child through pregnancy or adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when your child

is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers.

The VLC isaproud member of the Lutheran Counseling Centers (LCC) Member ship Assistance Program (MAP).

VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session. (For up to 4 sessions).

Major health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and LCC uses adliding scale. Call Pastor Hartwell at
337-0207 (1022).

Many thanks to our auction co-chairs Allison and Casey Galligan, our Development Director and Development

Administrative Assistant, Bill Damato and Jeanette Van Duyne, and the many volunteers, donors and

participants in our annual Gathering of Friends event. The evening of the auction was a huge success and truly

an enjoyable occasion.  The support from Village Lutheran Church and the Chapel School families and

community friends was wonderful. A fantastic tradition was established eight years ago and now it is so great
to see how it grows and changes each year.

Lutheran Schools Association is again sponsoring a Lutheran Day at Shea Stadium. Sit with Village Lutheran Church and the
Chapel School families. Transportation is the responsibility of individuals.

X Shea Stadium Day Information: Cheer on This Year's Mets
X NY Metsvs. Los Angeles Dodgers
X Saturday, May 31, 2008, 4:00pm.
X $20.00 per ticket Upper Deck
Deadline to order ticketsis Friday, May 2. Contact the school office

In early March at the Village Lutheran Church, we presented the 2007-2008 Chapel School Award to our Chapel School nurse
Therese Domanick. The Chapel School Award honors people for their distinguished service and dedication to The Chapel
School and itschildren Nurse Therese has done a wonderful job serving our students in the health office and focusing on health
education in our school. We congratulate Therese and thank her for her dedication on behalf of our teachers and students.

Chapel School Summer Program information is now registering students for this summer's camps. Contact us for information
on our different offerings for children ages 3-11.




PAGE 8

VLC COUp'GS’ Retreat M emorial/Honored Gifts werereceived from:

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Clausen
In memory of The Rev. Robert H. Clausen

. Mrs. Nina Fellerman
Saturday, April 12, 2008 In memory of Ken Fellerman

MPR of Village Lutheran Church o
Ms. Leandra Misseri
9:30 am Registration and Brunch In memory of Hans Hover
10 am—1 pm Workshop Ms. Catherine Neuhardt-Minor
$20 per person In memory of Peter Neuhardt
$30 per Coup|e Mrs. Elsie Schinkel

. In memory of Albert Schinkel, Sr.
Cost includes brunch and workshop workbook. y
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Bevers and Christy Bevers

In memory of our son Gary Bevers and on the

Helping Good Marriages Get Stronger
and Weak Marriagesto Thrive

aai ime i f his birthday, March 23
in us for worship: sy of HSbricy,
P,ease jo p Mr. and Mrs. Georg Kirchgaesser
Saturdaysat 5:30 pm, In honor of Katrina Kirchgaesser's
Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am. First Communion

Sunday School isheld during the 9 am service. Mr. Paul Grand Pre
y 9 In honor of First Communion Class 2008
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