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o Village Voices T

Our Journey isMeasured Sep by Sep...

SPECIAL POINTS OF

By Tim Bwell INTEREST:

The character of the entire plant is conservative, institutional ... Maintenance levels and
décor are about average for Christian Day Schools that share space with a church and X Focus on
appear to have outgrown their facilities. Worship

In SUMMARY, it appears that a coordinated five-year development programisin order.
Such a plan would encompass new construction for school classrooms, refurbishment of X We Are a
office and adult fellowship spaces for the use of the congregation, intensive lay-led Church Family
program development, an annual calendar of congregational fellowship events, and the
development of multiple services of worship so as to make more efficient use of the X Save the Date:
resources which the sanctuary represents. April 17

Carl George Report, December 199 Step by Step

step For some of our members who remember back to the early 1990s at the Special Event
by VLC, you will recall that we began a slow but purposeful journey. | had Sunda

just been elected to the VL C board for the first time. None of us knew Y
5 e that we had just begun along journey but many of us understood that

things at the VLC would never be the same.

A Jouney o Greater Sewice - Soon after Carl George presented his report and resulting
recommendations, the Board decided to use the document as a lightening INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
rod to help pull together many disparate groups to help create a unifying strategy and plan

for development. The report and recommendations were brought forward to a number of

constituent groups (10-15) that ranged in age, experience and opinion. | remember the Bible Study 2
culmination of the study being the meeting of all these groups at one time. We discussed

the recommendations and each group rank ordered the recommendations, based on Opportunities

perceived need by each group. Chapel School |4

To new members and friends who have become acquainted with the VLC over the last few

years, the results from this fateful set of meetings may not seem impressive but to those of

us who participated, the results set forward a vital course for this congregation. Below are Memor ial/ 7

the top three recommendations in order of priority: Honored

1. Theimprovement, recovery or expansion of Church related spaces suitable to adult Music Ministry |4
programming, to support an expanded range of parish life activities.

2. Thedevelopment of arational plan for the expansion of school classrooms and meeting Parish Health |g
space to properly house The Chapel School.

3. A plan for housekeeping improvements and for refurbishing of church pastoral staff Seniors 6

reception and offices.

| recall at least three major church presentations in which we gave updates on the building

project and asked for congregational support and concurrence to proceed before Youth News 5
construction. Each one of the meetings had one outcome in common — 100% support of the

voting membership. Continued on back page
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VLCBible Study/ Prayer Opportunities

Ste Operation Blanket
qu Do you remember Linus, Lucy’slittle brother, in the long-published Peanuts comic
e strip? No matter where he went, Linus had his baby blanket. When Lucy grabbed it
from him or whenever it would disappear, he was lost and miserable. Linus was inse-
cure.

A Joumey to Greater Senvice
We have a security blanket in the form of prayer. When we cover ourselvesin prayer,
we fedl the presence and comfort of an ever-present, all-knowing, transcendent God—a Father who never
slegps; a Son who gave up hislife; a Spirit who moves constantly in, through and among our lives. When
we cover our family and friends in prayer, we invite God to watch over all we care for and we bring great
joy to the Lord — for He wants us to ask, seek and knock (Matthew 7:7).

During the week of April 10, you will be a part of Operation Blanket. Everyone, babies to adults, will be
covered in prayer as part of the “ Step by Step: A Journey to Greater Service.” Long before this steward-
ship campaign was officially launched, it has been blanketed with prayer by a group of 17 men and
women who made a daily commitment to lift up the campaign leadership, the church, and themselvesin
prayer — seeking God's will and blessing on this enormous endeavor.

Now it’stime to pray for each of you — but the job istoo big for the 17 of us! Can you volunteer 30 min-
utes of your time to pray for your sisters and brothersin Christ? Our Prayer Team has arranged to greet
you at church during the following dates and times: Sunday, April 10 —noon to 8 p.m.; Tuesday, April 12
— 8 am. to noon; and Saturday, April 16 —noon to 5 p.m. Please take the important next step and sign up
to pray. (We can accommodate more than one prayer volunteer at once.) Operation Blanket sign-up
sheets arein the Narthex and at Coffee Hour. All hands are needed!

Two more things: Be sure to read the devotional guide that was included in the “Step by Step” informa-
tion packet; and please pray with us. “O God, what do you want to do through me to accomplish your
will for our church?’

' DVIPH UE® 6 VWG Women’s Bible Study

1 Join VLC Adjunct Pastor Allen Women’s Bible Study on Esther —
Kebschull for an informative look at Saturday, April 2, 8:30-10:30 am. Please bring
the lessons for the upcoming Sunday. something to share for breakfast (beverage or
The study meets on Wednesdays at food). Read Esther 8:15-9:16 and Swindoll’s
10:45 am. in the Friendship Room. book, p. 147-170.

| f you missed The FPrayer of Jabez...

Z < Come and watch a Jabez video! Now showing Sundays, April 3 and 10 from 10:30-
< N> 11:30am; or Monday, April 4 from 7:15-8:30pm. Each 60-minute, stand alone session
iIsworth thetime. Here's an opportunity to grow in your persona prayer life. Join us!
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WEAREA CHURCH FAMILY

stel) Each month, a member will sharehig her personal convidtion about being a member of the
S éll Village Lutheran Church and why they support thisminigry.
| became part of the prayer team for the Step by Step program because | felt it was an area

Ao G st where | could be of service. What | didn't expect was how it would benefit me. | find that |
enjoy praying for people. | feel astronger connection to the church and the people I'm praying for. Most
importantly, it has strengthened my own spiritua life. I'm realizing anew what a great God we have. I'm
learning to depend more on God' s strength (not my own) in my everyday life. After praying, the Lord
gives me a better attitude and greater confidence. | feel more patient and loving to those around me. |

also find that the more | pray, the more | need my 2spiritual fix® of communication time with Him. What
an amazing God we serve: we give to Him, and He returns in greater abundance to us!

Mimi Blanco

FOCUSON WORSHIP
aTime Together®

During the month of April, our worship life continues to celebrate the joy of the resurrection and

the strength of our church community with two very special weekends. Thefirstis Y outh

= Sunday on April 3, when the younger members of our church come forward to lead worship for
the entire congregation. The other event is Commitment Sunday on April 17, when we will come

together for one special service at 10:00 a.m. as part of our commitment to go 2Step By Step° toward an

even more active and vibrant ministry. We invite you to be part of this time together with God and our

fellow Christians.

April 3 Y outh Sunday/Total Family Worship
April 10 Trustee Installation
April 17 One service for adults at 10:00 am./ Specia children's worship and activities

April 24 Fifth Sunday after Easter

el
YOUNG LUTHERANS SING Fen

The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians (ALCM) and

Lutheran Music Program Inc. (LMP) have joined forcesto create an exciting week of choral and church music for
treble singersin Grades 4-8. The program will be held July 5-10, 2005 right here in Bronxville on the campus of
Concordia College, with some activities also taking place at the VLC.

Y oung Lutherans Sing is intended to provide arich choral experience within a Christian community that has as its
focusthe liturgy and hymnody of the church. Students will participate in activities aimed at developing musical skills
and literacy, worship leadership and spiritual growth. Registration, including room and board, is $500 if application
is submitted by April 15 or $550 if submitted after April 15. Fina payments are due by June 15. We are also trying
to work out a reduced tuition fee for local students who do not need to stay on campus. For application forms or ad-
ditional information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss (who isamember of ALCM and aformer
counselor for LMP) at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DReiss@vlc-ny.org.
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MUSIC MINISTRY AT VLC — BURST INTO SONGS OF JOY @

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘ Your God reigns!’...Burst into songs of joy together.” (Isaiah 52)

YOUTH CHOIR - Rehearsals: Thursdays, April 7, 14, and 21 at 7-8:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. Sundays, April 3,
and 10, 8:30 warm-up and 9:00 am service. Sunday, April 17, warm-up at 9:30 and sing at 10 am service. Sunday, April 24,
no services. If you have any questions, please call George Heath at 337-0207 x1012 or e-mail at GHeath@vlc-ny.org.

CHANCEL CHOIR will rehearse each Thursday in April a 8pm in the church and sing for the 9am service on April 10 and
24, We will also participate in the Commitment Sunday 10am service on April 17. New members are always welcome, and
we are especially looking for additional women. If you love music, please share your gifts with the church--for "those who
sing, pray twice."

FAITHWALK will rehearse on Tuesdays, April 5 and 12, at 7:30pm and sing Commitment Sunday service on April 17, at
10am. Interested singers and instrumentalists are welcome to join at any time and participate as your schedule allows. This
group is committed to bringing contemporary Christian music to our church and community.

Chapel kool |

A reminder that Lutheran Schools Association is again sponsoring a Lutheran Day at the Stadiums. Please note on the infor-
mation below that Y ankee tickets are $22.00 per ticket and NOT the originally stated $18.00. Join us at one or both games
for an afternoon of FUN! The Chapel School is glad to be involved with these events. Thisisan opportunity to have fun and
support our Lutheran Schools at the sametime. PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE TO ORDER!

Shea Stadium Day Information: Watch the NEW NY Mets

NY Metsvs. San Francisco Giants and Barry Bonds
Saturday, June 4, 2005, 1:20pm.
$16.00 per ticket Upper Deck
Deadline to order tickets Monday, May 2, 2005
Y ankee Stadium Day Information

NY Yankeesvs. Oakland A's

Saturday, May 7, 2005, 1:05pm.

$22.00 per ticket

Deadline to order tickets Monday, April 4, 2005

Please make checks payable to the Chapel School. All membersfromthe VLC & Chapel School will be seated together.
Come to either/or both games and have a great time. Transportation to the game is the responsibility of each person/family.
The Lutheran Schools Association directly benefits The Chapel School. Thisisagreat opportunity to have a good time and
support Lutheran Quality Education at the same time.

Chapel School will once again be offering a Summer Program this coming summer. Our program will be offered to children
ages 3 through 10. Mrs. Lynn Lenaisour Director of Summer Programs and a number of Chapel School faculty members
will be working with her. There will be 8 weeks of flexible scheduling throughout the summer. Brochures are available in
the office.

Our annual Chapel School Golf Outing isall set for Tuesday, June 21, 2005 at Leewood Golf Club. RSI Sports Memora-
biliawill again be offering great silent auction items. Some friends of the VLC & CS have already stepped forward to sponsor
parts of the outing, however, we are still looking for more sponsors, raffle prizes and, of course, players. If you are interested
in sponsoring, or if you know of someone or some company who might be interested, please contact Jim Dhyne or Kevin
Cook at 337-3202. Anyone who isinterested in serving on the Golf Outing Committee is welcome to attend our next mest-
ing. Please contact Jim or Kevin for details.
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Village Lutheran Church & Chapel School
172 White Plains Road - Bronxville, NY 10708

-@-

I Voyagers ~ Grades 3-6
Lifers ~ Grades 7-8
Crusaders ~ Grades 9-12

Thisyear the Youth Groupsremain unchanged.

The Voyagers Youth Group consists of 3- 6 gradeand is
run primarily by Erika.

The Confirmation Il (7th Grade) and Confirmation 111
(8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Y outh Group. Michael
Schultz and Pastor Hartwell will be the primary leaders
for this group.

Finally, the Crusader Y outh Group is 9 - 12 grade, and
will be lead by Erika and Michael.

VOYAGERS: GRADES 3 -6

M eetings: Voyagers will meet Thursday nights from
6:00-7:00 p.m. We will usually meet in the Multi-
Purpose Room. In April we will meet on the 7th,
14th and 21st. Please call Erikawith any questions.

Youth Sunday - Sunday, April 3. Please see
below for more information.

LI FERS: GRADES 7 -8

M eetings: Lifers regular meeting night will now be
Thursdays, from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. We will usually meet in
the Art Room. In April we will meet on the 7th, 14th
and 21st.

CRUSADERS: GRADES 9 - 12

Meetings. We will meet on Sundays....sometimes
mornings, sometimes evenings. In April we will meet on
the 10th for pizza and game night (and some set-up for
thetag sale!!) 5:30 - 7:00 pm.

Annual Tag Sale - Saturday, April 16, 9:00 am -
3:00 pm. Please plan to be here at VLC to help out
that day, thisis an important fund raiser for our

Y outh Program. Please call Erikawith any
guestions.

Village Youth

JOURNEY of FAITH 74{¢]s)

Erika & Michael Schuliz
(914) 395.1954
tyandbash@aol.com

Lost & Found - Saturday, April 16, 6:00 pm. More
information below, however, if you would be interested
in helping out with refreshments, please contact Erika.

All YOUTH: GRADES 3 - 12

YOUTH SUNDAY - Sunday, April 3. Wewill bein
charge of all aspects of the Services!! As has been our
tradition we will be doing a skit for the sermon. We will
be discussing this more at meetings, etc. but if you would
like to help out with any part of any service please
contact Michael. Rehearsal for thiswill be on April 2,
10:00 am - 12:00 pm.

Lost & Found - All youth and their families (if you are a
voyager, you must have an adult with you), are invited to
attend a concert by "L ost and Found" at Concordia
College on Saturday, April 16, 2005 sponsor ed by
Thrivent. The concert will begin at 6:00 pm.
Refreshments will be sold. Come and enjoy this amazing
band, and meet others from both the ELCA and LCMS
synods. All proceedsfrom the concert will go to
Tsunami Relief. Tickets are $8.00 in advance OR
$10.00 at the door. If you would like to purchase an
advance ticket please either contact Erika or Sign-Up on
the Y outh board by April 5.

Happy Spring!

7

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR FRIENDS ARE
ALWAYSWELCOME!
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Parish Health News

Y oga classes are on Monday at 7 p.m. in the Multi-purpose room. Drop in. Cost is $10. Call Faith Forliano at
725-8035 for more information.

The Village Lutheran Church isa proud member of the Lutheran Counsding Center (L CC) Member ship
Assistance Program (M AP). Through this partnership, VLC members and friends can access professional
counseling at the rate of only $25 per session (for up to 4 sessions). LCC also takes major health insurances and
usesadliding scale. Call Pastor Hartwell to arrange for the MAP sessions. Isn't your mental health and happiness
worth the time? LCC providesindividual, couple, and family counseling, professional, yet Christian. Call (914)
337-0207 (ext. 1022) for details.

ArthritisWalk for the Arthritis Foundation at Battery Park on May 22, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Julie Taylor
(Fibromyalgia) and Pastor Robert Hartwell (Psoriatic Arthritis) will be leading a group of VLC and Chapel School
walkersin the Arthritis Walk for the Arthritis Foundation at Battery Park on May 22, 10:00 am. - 12:00 p.m.
Three-mile or one-mile walk routes are available. If you want to join Pastor Hartwell or Julie on thiswalk, reserve
the date and call 914-337- 0207 (1022) or register viatheir website at : http://arthritisny.kintera.org/. The VLC and

Chapel School team nameis@ BLESSED.°

The“Village” Seniors THRIVENT FINANCI AL

WORKSHOP

The next luncheon will be held on Tuesday,
April 12. Pleasejoin thiswonderful & fri)e/ndly OUR FRIENDSAT THRIVENT FINANCIAL
' FOR LUTHERANS will again offer aworkshop

group and you will have a}lovely aftgrnoon. As here at VL C on estate planning and wealth

usual, they meet at 11:30 in the Multi Purpose preservation. All VLC/CS members and friends are
Room. Pleasetry to give us your reservation(s)  elcome to the Tuesday evening, April 26 program
early so that we can plan for everybody. beginning at 7:00 p.m. sharp in the Friendship
Reservations can be made by completing the Room. Call Joe Tucciarone at 1-800-972-5716 to
tear off dlip in the Sunday Bulletin or by calling ~ reserve your place at this important and interesting
Charlotte Vogt (914) 793-1264. See you soon. presentation.

Community Volunteer Opportunities:

JANSEN MEMORIAL HOSPICE provides compassionate and supportive care to terminally ill patients who
wish to live their daysin peace and dignity in the comfort of their home. VOLUNTEERS are avita part of our
hospice team. Please join us for training on seven Wednesdays, beginning March 23, from 2:30-4:30p.m. at the
Hospice center at 69 Main Street in Tuckahoe. For further information, contact Didi Marcal at 914-961-2818,
ext. 355.

MEALS ON WHEEL S 10708, Inc. isan organization in our community responsible for the delivery of a hot
and nutritious noon-day meal to homebound seniors, handicapped or disabled personsin the 10708 zip code
area and some of the fringe areas as well. They are in need of additional volunteersto assist themin this work.
For more information or to 2 sign up® to help, please contact Bob Grimaldi, Chair. Volunteer Recruitment via
e-mail to rigrimaldi @aol.com or phone the Meals On Wheels 10708, Inc. office at 914-787-3027.




PAGE 7

Wemorial/ Honored Voices

Gracious gifts were received from Glenn, Joan
and Christy Beversin memory of their
mother/grandmother Grace M. Blanck;

from Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Donald Miesner in
memory of her mother, "Minnie" Schick;

from longtime member Wilma Harris for her gift
in memory of her dear brother, Gerhard Uebel;

And from Momcilo and Rada Petrovich, Chapel
School parents, in honor of Principal Jim Dhyne.

Our sincere thanksto all.

Rejoice with our First Communicants:

Sarah Blanco, Jessica Divi, Evan Durkin, Hannah Geiling, Alexander Hartwell, Hannah
Hartwell, Meghan Jahnke, James Manning, Philip-Peter Maxeiner, Sarah McGinnis,
Rachel Palumbo, Paul Joseph Paribello Jr., Bianca Troncone, Molly Warnken .

Specia thanks to the 5th Grade parents for the lovely reception following the ceremony in the
Multi-purpose Room.

Chapel School’s

Check out the VLC & Chapel

24th Annual
€518y School Piano Bookshop located in _ _
— ¥V theFriendship Room. The VLC fea- Scholastic Book Fair
tures an honor-system book & re- April 5-8, 2005

source shop. Each month at least 5 new re-

sources will be featured that Pastor Hartwell or
someone from the staff recommends. Simply
drop a check made out to the VLC in the pay-
ment box. Y ou may also use acredit card
form.

On Saturday April 9 from 10:30
am-12:00 pm their will be an Order
of St. Phillip (acolyting) training
session in the sanctuary. Pizza will
follow for lunch.

in the VL C Multi-Purpose Room

Tuesday, April 5, 8:00a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 6, 8:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
Family Reading Night 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Sponsored by the PTO and Book Fair
Thursday, April 7, 8:00am.- 5:00 p.m.
Friday, April 8, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon

Books for all ages. Proceeds benefit the Chapel School
Library. For more information call Sharon Peterson,
Chapel Schooal Librarian at 337-3202.




PAGE 8

Our Journey isMeasured Sep by Sep. .. Con’t from page 1

Even skeptics of our ability to actually agree on a plan, obtain village approval, negotiate
aplan with our neighbors, obtain construction financing, complete the construction
without cost over runs, obtain a mortgage, and continue to run full school and church
operations at the same time, began to believe the hand of God, not ours, was at work at
the VLC.

The Israelites were in the desert for forty years before they found the promised land. From the time
we actually decided to build in the mid 1990s to the present plus the 30 yearsit will take us to pay off
the building debt will be 40 years.

If you haven't figured it out by now, you as part of this VLC family, are part of God' s plan. We have
Set out to do something greater than we can do by ourselves. We are being called to give sacrificially
to help us complete this journey. Not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice.

As Christians we are to reach out and bring Jesus to our community. Our mission is to Know, Live
and Share the Love of Christ. Our ministry, our facilities, and our people make that possible. Join me
in completing our journey together.
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