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Women’'s Bible Sudy/LWML

Women, pleasejoin us on Dec. 15 at 8:30am for
Women's Bible Study/LWML. | know thisis abusy
time of year, but please consider attending, even if
you haven't already. We will be discussing “Thy
Kingdom Come”, Chapter 5 of “ Rediscovering the
Lord sPrayer” by Art Simon. Also pleaseread P.
8 of the Large Catechism. Theseitems are available
at the piano book store.

In addition, continue to keep your eyes open for
Lord's Prayer items (children' s books, embroideries,
plagues, etc) to bring in and share. Or if you receive
a Christmas card that uniquely depicts“ Thy Kingdom
Come”, please bring it in to share. If you have any
questions please see Julie Taylor, or call 793-9075.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Sunday School Christmas Pageant Sunday, December
9th - The Christmas Pageant rehearsal is Saturday
morning December 8th beginning at 9:30 am. Pizza
party isat 11:30 am. and pick-up will be at 12:00
p.m. in the cafeteria. We are asking for donations of
soda, juice and desserts for the pizza party. Once
again, we ask children to bring in awrapped present
for ateenage boy or girl, 12 years and older.

PRAYER SERVICES

Isany one of you in trouble? He should pray. Isany-
one happy? Let him sing songs of praise. |sany one of
you sick? Heshould call the leaders of the church to
pray over him and anoint him with ail in the name of
theLord. (James5:13-14) In honor of our 90/60
Anniversary last year, we introduced a new Service of
Prayer for Thanksgiving and Healing. These brief times
of quiet meditation featured personal testimony, music,
prayer and individual blessing at the altar. Inlight of the
positive response to these services, we will continue to
offer them on a quarterly basis. Thisyear's dateswill be
Monday evenings, December 3, March 3 and June 2,
from 7:00-7:45 p.m.

TheAdult Bible discussion takes place on
Wednesdays from 10:45 - 12:00 in the Friendship
room. The Book of Genesiswill be discussed.

WORSHIP

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home
Service at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale.
Services are held at 2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of
the month. Future services. December 10 and
January 14.

Social Ministry Bible Sudy

"A major goal | have for the congregation in 2008 is that we become more intentional
about socia ministry and social justice. The Gospels present a Savior who cared first about
the needs of His people. His message of forgiveness and new life was accompanied by a
touch to hea and console. Can we imagine a Jesus who simply proclaimed the Gospel
without caring acts of service? From Darfur, to the hospital beds of aids patients, to the
tortured hearts of men and women discriminated by their co-workers and neighbors, to the
cities and rural landscape filled with a growing population of impoverished, people are
crying out with a need for the message of the Gospel and a healing touch."

Pastor Hartwell, Senior Pastor, Village Lutheran Church

Join VLC members and Chapel School parents for two specia Bible studiesto look at the issue of
socia justice and social ministry. Rev. Matthew Harrison from LCMS World Relief |eads the study
through video technology and the discussion will be lead by Pastor Hartwell. We meet on the 2nd
and 4th Mondays of January from 8:00-9:00 PM in the Sanctuary of the Village Lutheran Church.
Invite friends to come with you and make a commitment to this IMPORTANT study of God's
Word. E-mail Pastor Hartwell at Pastorh@VLC-NY.ORG or call 914-337-0207 (1022).
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We have held severa well-attended K —8 and Pre-K Open Houses for prospective families.

Thereislittle doubt that there will be limited openings at many grade levelsin The Chapel

School next year. We are now accepting applications from outside families and siblings of

current students for the 2008-2009 school year. The re-enrollment process of current students

began in November. The Village Lutheran Church members and siblings of current Chapel

School students will have the next priority after current students IF THEY APPLY BEFORE
December 15", We cannot stress enough how important it is for church members and siblings of current students to
meet this deadline.

If you know someone who is interested in possibly attending The Chapel School next year, please have them attend
one of our upcoming Open Houses. Our next Open House date is Friday, December 7, 2007 and Friday, January
11, 2008. The K-8 Open House begins at 9:00am and the Pre-K Open House begins at 1:15pm. For Pre-K in
particular, the earlier you get your application submitted, the better chance you will have of getting your child
enrolled.

We hope you will be able to join us at one or more of our Christmas Programs/Services:
Wednesday, December 5 — Sacred Concert with Grades 1 and 2 Choirs— 7:30pm

Monday, December 10 — Kindergarten Christmas Program — 7:00pm in MPR

Tuesday, December 18 — Grade 5-8 Choir/Band Concert 7:30pm at Concordia s Sommer Center

Wednesday, December 20 — L essons and Carols with Chapel School Select Choir and
Grade 3 and 4 Choirs 7:30pm

Many thanks to everyone who attended and/or supported this year's Harvest Home event. We had a great evening
honoring some very special people. Martin and Jean Murrer, Lynn Lena and Anthony and Lynne Colavita were
recognized for exemplifying the values and mission of The Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School and
faithfully demonstrating their love and support. We are thankful for the opportunity to take time out and recognize
and pay tribute to those who do so much in support of our ministry.

Our November chapel offerings were sent to the Eastchester Community Action Program in Tuckahoe. We are also
grateful to the countless families who sent in so many food items which were delivered to ECAP as well.

December is an extremely busy month, and many gifts will be bought, given and received. Hopefully we will al
take time out of our busy schedules and celebrate the greatest gift of all, the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. On behalf of the entire board, faculty and staff of The Village Lutheran Church and Chapel School we want
to wish you a Blessed Christmas and ajoyful and prosperous New Y ear.

New at the Piano Bookshop:

Looking for agreat video that reinforces Christian values without sacrificing plot and creative
movie making? Check out these favorites:

42siEeaB  Facing Giants DVD
4 The Nativity Story DVD
Amazing Grace DVD
The Lutheran Handbook: A tongue in cheek look at becoming and being L utheran.

Luther®Small Catechism: Understand the heart of Lutheranism plus discover the implications of Lutheran
teaching for modern life with a complete question and answer section.

The Select Choir CD: Just in time for the holidays, pick up Cantor Heath and the Select Choir's premier CD
featuring favoritesincluding music for the holidays.

ll.ll.ll.l¥§




"LET USEXALT HISNAME TOGETHERu

TheVLC Music Ministry

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3).

Y outh Choir will rehearse on Thursday evenings from 7-8 pm on December 6,13 and 20 and Sunday mornings
from 8:15-8:50 on December 2, 9,16 and 23. We will also rehearse on Christmas Eve at 4:30 pm for the 5 pm

service,

Chancel Choir will rehearse on Thursdays, December 6, 13 and 20 at 8:00 pm in the church. We will sing on Sundays,
December 2 at 9:00 am, December 16 at 10:45 am, and December 23 at 9:00 am as well as the 8:00 pm service on Christmas
Eve. A special rehearsal for December 16 will start at 9:15 am with strings. We would love to have additional singers for the

holidays + please join us at the December rehearsals.

Village Bells will rehearse on the first three Thur sdaysin December, from 7:00 to 8:00 pm in the church. We will also meet at
10:15 am on December 16 and at 7:15 pm on Christmas Eve.

FaithWalk will meet again in January to prepare for worship. Watch next month for specific dates and times. If you have not
joined before but are interested, please contact Deb Reiss

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss
at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DReiss@vlc-ny.org

The GO

Coffee House

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on Saturday
December 8th, as Contemporary Christian Music, “Frank Rendo" takes the Coffee House stage.
The Coffee House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The
Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School /students/Seniors $3
with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLC islocated at 172 White
Plains Road, Bronxville, New Y ork 10708. For more information call 914-337-0207 or

www.vlc-ny.org.

7KH’ 9 LA H1 6HIIRY/

The next luncheon will be on Tuesday,
December 11 and we hope that everyone
will comefor alovely afternoon.

The Chapel School Choirswill sing aswe
celebrate Christmas. Bring a $5 gift to
sharein the Christmas Grab Bag and
mark it “male” or “ female” . Pleasecall in
your reservation(s) to Charlotte Vogt

(914) 422-5646 or fill in the tear-off in the
bulletin and placeit in the offering plate.

LWML Mite Box News

Praise God from whom ALL blessings flow! Through the
generous collection of Mite Boxes, Mission #5, "Our Savior's
Needy Families' is now fulfilled and under way. We will now
collect our Mites for Mission #6, "Congregational Adoption
Ministry." Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church in the
Bronx, NY would like to adopt one of the struggling LCMS
congregations so that we can survive, revive and thrive together
asthe Body of Christ. This ministry will be done with the
coordination and concurrence of the Atlantic District.
Additionally, thiswill be an ABLAZE ministry that will also
share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the unchurched aswell as
the non-believers. Members of Redeemer will work side-by-side
with members of the adopted congregation to lead and direct the
renewing of a Sunday school, Bible classes, community
outreach, youth ministry, VBS, stewardship training,
confirmation instruction, men's ministry, choirs, etc. Mite
Boxes can be obtained in the multi-purpose room on the piano.
Every penny counts. Lets keep the Mite Boxes flowing.
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz. The Confirmation Il (7th Grade) and
Confirmation I11 (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group. Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will be the primary leaders
of thisgroup. Finally, the Crusader Youth Group will be led by Ms. Amanda Lavoie for grades9 - 12 . Contact Pastor
Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Y outh groups.

VOYAGERS: Grades3—-6

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 £+ 7:00 pm. Our mesting place this month isin the Lunch
Room. We will meet on December 6th, the 13th for our Christmas Party and the 20th for Caroling in Bronxville. Any
questions?? Please call Erikaat (914) 395-1954 or tyandbash@aol.com

LIFERS: Grades7-8

Lifer Youth, (grades 7 & 8) meet on most Thursday evenings from 6:00pm - 7:00pm in the Art Room for confirmation.
Confirmands are reminded to complete their worship reports and turn them in. There are ten reports required for this year.
Questions? Please contact Pastor Taylor at dtaylor@vlc-ny.org or at 337-0207x1021.

CRUSADERS: Grades9—-12

Crusaders are reminded of two important dates:
Christmas present wrapping on Thursday Dec 13th. Bring a gift for aboy or agirl.

Christmas Caroling at the Bronxville Train Station on Thursday Dec. 20th. Drivers are needed please!

For more information watch the Sunday bulletin or contact Amanda Lavoie at 914-337-0207 (1029) or
Alavoie@thechapelschool.org.

%‘\ Mark your Calendars!

1
4\ ) Join usfor the Annual Village L utheran Church Holiday Feast after the* Round the Table
Carol Sing” on Sunday, December 16 at Siwanoy Country Club. Appetizers from 12:15 - 1:00 p.m.
, Christmas Luncheon from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Cost $40 per person. Reservations are required.
Purchase ticket(s) at Coffee Hour or call 337-0207 (1003). Come join fellow members and friends for an afternoon
of wonderful food and holiday cheer.

Sunday, Dec. 2- Church Christmas Decorating Party and Pot-Luck: “ It's beginning to look alaot like Christ-
mas...” At least it will with your help! Come and usher in the Christmas season with fellow members and friends
by decorating our building for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. Bring a pot-luck dish to share at 6:00 p.m.,
Sunday, Dec. 2 (after the Concordia Christmas Concert and naming of the Ralph Schultz Chapel. We will eat, sign-
up for jobs, and decorate. Join us with the whole family to get into the Christmas spirit!

On December 31, 2007, the church will count down the new year and cel ebrate the successful (God willing)
completion of the Skinny on Sacrifice Challenge. Volunteers are needed to help decorate, coordinate refreshments,
read alesson at the service and help set up & clean up. Please sign the up on the tear off sheet in the bulletin or call
914-337-0207 (1022).
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Evangelism Cormer

St. Luke records the following words from Jesus to his disciples from the book of Acts at our Lord's ascension into heaven, “ But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts1:8

As these words were for the disciples, they are for us too. Our witness of Jesus is so important. We too are called to reflect His love
and acceptance as His witnesses by the power of the Holy Spirit.

One of our members sent me the following email from her cousin. | think it helps to bring this point home for all of us. The story is
titled, 2Living Bible.°

Living Bible

Hisname is Bill. He haswild hair, wears a T-shirt with holesinit,
jeans, and no shoes. Thiswas literally his wardrobe for his entire four
years of college.

Heisbrilliant. Kind of profound and very, very bright. He became a
Christian while attending college.

Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative
church. They want to develop a ministry to the students but are not sure
how to go about it.

One day Bill decidesto go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his
T-shirt, and wild hair. The service has already started and so Bill
starts down the aisle looking for a seat.

The church is completely packed and he can't find a seat. By now,
people arereally looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything.

Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit, and when he
realizes there are no seats, he just squats down right on the carpet.

By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is
thick.

About thistime, the minister realizes that fromway at the back of the
church, a deacon is slowly making his way toward Bill.

Now the deacon isin his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a
three-piece suit. A godly man, very elegant, very dignified, very
courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this boy,
everyone is saying to themselves that you can't blame him for what he's
going to do.

How can you expect a man of his age and of his background to understand
some college kid on the floor?

It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy.

The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man's cane.
All eyes are focused on him. You can't even hear anyone breathing. The
minister can't even preach the sermon until the deacon does what he has

to do.

And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With
great difficulty, he lowers himself and sits down next to Bill and
wor ships with him so he won't be alone.
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Evangeism Corner continued.

Everyone chokes up with emotion.
When the minister gains control, he says,

"What I'm about to preach, you will never remember. What you have just
seen, you will never forget."

"Be careful how you live. Be careful what you speak. Do not judge
others. You may be the only Bible some people will ever read!"

| asked the Lord to bless you

as| prayed for you today.

To guide you and protect you
asyou go along your way....
Hisloveis always with you,

Hispromisesaretrue,
And when we give Him all our cares,
You know He will see usthrough.

May we accept the opportunities to reach out as true witnesses of the greatest love this world has ever received, being thank-
ful for God' s acceptance of us and others, for the sake of His son Jesus Christ!

Pastor Taylor

FOCUS ON WORSHIP

a0 Come, Let UsAdore Him®

Our core value of 2high quality worship in diverse forms® is on vivid display during the Advent and
Christmas holiday season. Among the many and varied services and activities, we offer three
different services of lessons and carols:

X Sunday, December 16, at 10:45 amisthe VLC music ministry' s traditional Round-the-Table Carol Sing.
With Chancel Chair, Y outh Choir, Village Bells, Village Brass, organ and strings. We will praise the Lord with
carols from many lands and cultures.

X  Wednesday, December 19, at 7:30 pm is the Chapel School's annual service of lessons and carols. The Select
Choir and Grade 3-4 Choirs, along with clergy and other representatives from the church and school community,
present nine readings and related carols modeled after the famous service at King's College in Cambridge
(England).

X  Sunday, December 23, at 5:00 pm is the VLC German Christmas service with traditional German carols and
conducted in the German language. Pastor Martin Conkling of Concordia College will also preach a brief sermon
aauf Deutsch.?

We invite you to be immersed in worship during the anticipation of Advent and the joyful celebration of Christ-
mas. For afull schedule of special highlights and activities, please see page 1.
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Skinny on
Sacrifice Challenge

On December 31, 2007,
the church will count
down the new year and
celebrate the successful
(God willing)

completion of the Skinny
on Sacrifice Challenge.

Volunteers are needed to help decor ate,
coor dinate refreshments, read a lesson at
the service and help set up & clean up.
Please sign the up on the tear off sheet in
the bulletin or call 914-337-0207 (1022).

Memorial/Honored Gifts
werereceived from:

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hartwell
In honor of the wedding of
Linda Wong and Moses Gonzal ez

Mrs. Mildred Litke
In memory of August Litke

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Werring

In memory of Adele & Harold Werring and

Arthur Johnson

Please join us for worship:

Saturdaysat 5:30 pm, Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.
Sunday School isheld during the9 am service.
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