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By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell

The Christmas story isastory of holy journeys. Joseph and the extremely

% Ppregnant Mary headed for Bethlehem; the shepherds and the wise men

fﬁl traversing long distances to find the infant Christ; the holy family making the
- trek to Egypt to find sanctuary.

Many people are on pilgrimages during the holiday season: a caustic trip to the
mall to wait in lines as syrupy Christmas music decks the halls; crowded caravans headed to family
and friends; festive trips from door to door to evoke Christmas joy through the singing of ancient
and modern carols.

Other journeys go on in spite of Christmas: a hopeful couple trying desperately to conceive a child
visit their fertility doctor at great mental and financia expense; an aging couple brave the cold to
see adoctor to get results from the latest biopsy; a brave and stalwart mother hustles the children to
their many endeavorsin gripping fear as she aso prays silently for her husband who has cancer; a
young man enters the counseling center with a heavy sigh as he deals with depression and anxiety;
aresident of alocal nursing home makes the journey to days past in her mind as she sits alone and
idle in the sanitized room.

This year the Village L utheran Church as been on ajourney as well: ajourney towards our future.
Of dl the changes, one of the most gratifying to me personally isthe growth in pastoral care. To
complement the long history of pastoral care that Pastor Emeritus Zwernemann instilled at the
VLC, thisyear we have registered five laypeoplein training for the Atlantic District Deaconate.
These deacons will be trained to make caring visits and share God's hope with the sick and
homebound alongside the pastors. Kevin Cook, who is currently undergoing training to be
ordained, is active on the pastoral care team along with our new Associate Pastor. Deric Taylor
coordinates pastoral care and leads a weekly prayer meeting with myself and the care staff over the
needs of our sick and homebound members and friends.

Speaking of prayer, Minister of Prayer and Christian Education, Deb Cook has started a twice-per-
month prayer group in addition to our weekly morning prayer for our staff. We aso have instituted
amonthly service at the Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home for the protestant population there.

In addition our care continues to be towards spirit, body and mind as we partnered with the
Lutheran Counseling Center to have Christian counseling on site (in the LCC Annex on the lower
level of the school by the bell tower) and continue to enjoy the support of an on-site parish nurse
practitioner, Mrs. Joy Elwell, who has coordinated public health and wellness offerings including
flu shots, blood pressure screenings, yoga and health information.

This month, on the weekend of December 11 and 12 at all services we will celebrate the traditional
Pilgrimage to Bethlehem. This long running VLC custom is a specia service of Christmas worship
which culminates in the celebration of communion and a pilgrimage to a manger set up at the atar
where we give a specia gift to the Christ Child. This year the offerings (above our weekly giving)
will go towards the increased costs that have been incurred by our strengthened Pastoral Care team.
As we make our pilgrimages this year, let us think about those challenging and often heartbreaking
pilgrimages God's people make in spite of the holidays and give a gift to the Christ Child that will
extend his reach of grace to thosein need. A thought about our journey of faith that is straight from
the Hart.
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VLCBible Study/ Prayer Opportunities

" DVIPH %E®! 6 VXG Women’'s Bible Study
7=~ 1 Join VLC Adjunct Pastor Allen Kebschull for ~ The next Women's Bible Study is Saturday,
S l_ | aninformative look at the lessons for the December 4 from 8:30-10:30 am. The study of Esther
/27 [ | Upcoming Sunday. The study meetson continues — please read Chapters 3 & 4 and complete
% Wednesdays at 11:00 am. inthe Friendship  the as5ignment sheet. If you' ve misplaced yours, call
s | Room. Deborah Cook at 337-0207, ext. 1112. Please bringa
breakfast item (baked good, fruit, coffee or juice) to
share.

“Rivers of Refreshment” Retreat a Big Success i
¥ WeShment ¢ ”/ip

The Christian Women' s retreat on November 13 was a big success! The point of theday wasto <«
provide renewal and refreshment to weary souls. More than 170 women heard two moving
presentations by Christian author and speaker Carol Kent. She used biblical truths and personal
storiesto identify the five longings that women have as well as the seven principles we ought to use while influencing
other women. It was areal treat to hear her powerful message, especialy in light of her own personal tragedy in
dealing with the trial and incarceration of her only child (son, J.P., killed hiswife's ex-husband). If you are interested
in reading her account, get a copy of When | Lay My Isaac Down (V LC piano bookshop) — you will not be
disappointed.

Those who attended the retreat came from Albany, eastern Long Island, New Y ork City, New Jersey, Rockland and
Westchester — snow, ice and all! Specia thanks to the steering committee, Elizabeth Coleman, Kris Schulz and Julie
Taylor, for taking on large portions of the planning and executing their assignments efficiently and cheerfully. Thanks
also to Betty Held, Ruth Recker, Ann Terenzio, Helen Britz, Sharon Peterson, LuJuana Butts, Ruth DeRosa, Emily
Feddeck and Sarah Gleason for lending much needed hands the day of the event. Y our assistance put smiles on
everyone's faces!

° ®
Off the Page and Into the Heart

More than 70 teens and adults plus amost 50 children and teachers in Sunday School took part in Off the Page
and Into the Heart at the Village Lutheran Church! At long last, Christian education on Sunday morning was
availableto all children, teens and adults! From October 31 to November 21, everyone had the opportunity to
know.. the love of Christ. Brought to fruition was Pastor Hartwell' s promise to uphold two of VLC's core values:
our Lutheran heritage of grace alone, faith alone and Scripture alone; and the desire for high quality Christian
education and relevant preaching. There has never been any doubt that Christian education isimportant for
children. Our weekly Sunday School and daily nourishment through The Chapel School provide evidence of that.
During the first Spiritual Growth Block VLC's youth studied Max Lucado' s book, Next Door Savior; those
interested in becoming members or members who wanted to refresh their knowledge attended Fit for Life; those
interested in the bits and pieces of the Gospels went to God isin the Details; and those who wanted a lighter ook
(complete with laughter) at the “moral of the story,” viewed and discussed The Dick Van Dyke Bible Sudy.

Special thanks to all who attended and to those who led studies: Patrick Bayens, Jane Buerger, Pastor Hartwell,
Michael Schultz and other Teen leaders, and Deborah Cook. Please join usin the Spring as once again, we take
the love of Christ off the Page, study it, and bring it into the Heart while growing closer to Jesus.

for Women

Prayer Opportunities

‘?ﬁf\ Come to the Conference Room on December 13 from 7:15-8:30 p.m. for quiet time during this hectic
A\, holiday season. Bring prayer concernsto the Lord, retreat in Him for 75 minutes and leave
rejuvenated and better equipped to handle the Christmas rush.
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. ROUND-THE-TABLE CAROL SING

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN"
The VLC'sannual service of lessons and carols will take place on Sunday, December 5,
at the 9:00 am service. Our theme this year is drawn from the lessons of the day, which
all speak of the Kingdom of Heaven. At the time, many believers expected that Jesus, the
Messiah, would come to overthrow the Romans and establish a new government.
However, God wanted to show us that his kingdom livesin our hearts and has nothing to do with secular
rule. With hymns, carols and Scripture readings, we will celebrate the true Kingdom of Heaven and—
with God' s blessing—gain a glimpse of the joy that is still to come. Please join us for worship.

“When oneishonored, all rgjoice!”

Several VLC members were honored in Eastchester recently: congratulations to them and thank God they' ve been
part of our family and ministry for so many years!

Bonnie Zwernemann, our former “first lady,” was inducted into the Eastchester High School Hall of Fame this
fall, for “significant contributions to the civic, educational and spiritual life of the community.” Her years as
education professor at Concordia College and her active community service (Meals on Wheels, Girl Scouts,
Songpipers, and more) were all cited, in addition to her countless contributions right here at her church.

Augie and Millie Litke, members of the VLC for fifty years, were feted by the Eastchester Rotary Club on Nov. 10
asthe ‘longest married couple in town!” What a pleasure it was for Kevin Cook to represent the church and laud
our friends publicly for “loving the Lord and serving His peopl€” in so many ways at church, at their former jobs at
Concordia, and as very active volunteers for the Eastchester Office of Senior Services.

Three friends have been honored: we all rejoice and thank the Lord for them!

WEAREA CHURCH FAMILY

/+ Every month, a member shareshis her personal gory about being a member of the Village
O\",.. Lutheran Church and it’simportancein hig her life.
‘”\! “._
By

The Good Shepherd and Dad

My dad, Don Gilder, loved the idea of Jesus as the Good Shepherd. Dad had lived on afarm asa
child and never forgot that simpler lifestyle. He always enjoyed the sermon with the stuffed toy lamb Pastor
Zwernemann used on Good Shepherd Sunday. Dad understood how a shepherd loved and cared for his sheep.

In the long months of my father's cancer treatments and as he neared death, Pastor Hartwell often used that
image of the Good Shepherd. Dad responded to it easily and happily. He would join Pastor in reciting the 23
Psalm. He was always ‘ at peace’ after those Good Shepherd conversations.

One of the things | like most about our church is Pastor' s care for people in the hospital and shut-ins at home.
Not aday goes by that Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor or someone else on staff isn't visiting someone who
cannot be part of Sunday morning worship or church activities. The VLC should be very thankful that we take
care of people we don't see every week. | know that Pastor' s visits for my dad made his last months much more
peaceful, and when he was comfortable, so was our family. I'm really thankful for the Good Shepherd kind of
love that our church provides for the sick and shut-ins.

Kim Gilder Rapillo, Church Secretary and member since childhood
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MUSIC MINISTRY AT VLC — BURST INTO SONGS OF JOY @

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘ Your God reigns!’...Burst into songs of joy together.” (Isaiah 52)

- @3 YOUTH CHOIR-Weare singing at the 9 am. service on December 5 and 12 aswell asthe
s 5 pm Christmas Eve service. Rehearsalswill be Thursdays December 2, 9 and 16 from
@; 7-8 p.m. in the Multi-purpose Room and on Sundays December 5 and 12 from

Lyl 8:15-8:50 am. We will also have arehearsal on Friday, December 24 in the Multi-purpose
ALY room from 4-4:45 p.m. If you have any questions, please call George Heath at 337-0207
x1012 or e-mail at GHeath@vlc-ny.org.

CHANCEL CHOIR will rehearse on Thursday, December 2, in preparation for the Round-the-Table Carol Sing
on December 5. We will also sing for the Pilgrimage to Bethlehem on December 12 at 9:00 am. and on
Christmas Eve at 8:00 p.m., with rehearsals on Thursdays, December 16 and 23.

FAITHWALK will rehearse on Monday evenings, December 6 and 13, in preparation for the 10:45 am. service
on December 19.

VILLAGE BH_LES Rehearsal for the Round-the-Table Carol Sing is Thursday, December 2 from 6:45-7:45 p.m.

in the Church. We play on Sunday, December 5 at the 9 am. service. Warm-up time for this morning to be
determined. The Belleswill also play on Christmas Eve. Other rehearsal times to be announced.

Chapel School |

Friday, November 5th was the last day of athree-day visit from Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools and
National Lutheran Schools Accreditation. The visiting team had more than a month to review our 9 month Self-Study and
then spent their three-days on campus visiting classrooms, interviewing parents, students and faculty and staff, and
gathering/verifying as much information as the three days allowed. At the conclusion of the day on Friday they held an exit
meeting with our faculty and staff. The visiting team shared a very positive perspective regarding The Chapel School. Just
recently we received the Report of the Visiting Team.

We are pleased to announce that the visiting team has recommended the renewal of our accreditation. The Middle States
Commission will be meeting in April to review all recommendations for accreditation and the NLSA meetsin August. We
will not receive 2official® word until these two entities have met.

The following is taken from the Forward of the Visiting Team Report; 2 Becoming accredited is a strenuous process. When
the school desires to become accredited by more than one agency (NLSA and Middle States), the task becomes even more
demanding. Chapel School, its teachers and administration, are to be highly commended for their effortsin this accreditation
process. The self-study documents and the required exhibits were clear and comprehensive. It isthe hope and prayer of the
members of this visiting team that the following report accurately reflects the mission and ministry of Chapel School and will
prove to be helpful for the continued improvement of the school.?

Our next step will be to carefully review all of the commendations and recommendations and continue to strive to make The
Chapel School a school of excellence in everything we do.

If you know of someone who isinterested in sending their child to The Chapel School next year, please tell them about our
upcoming Open Houses. The next Pre-K Open House is scheduled for Thursday, December 9" beginning at 9:30 am. The
next K-8 Open House is scheduled for Thursday, December 2 at 9 am.

We hope to see everyone at our Christmas Programs. December is an extremely busy month, and many gifts will be bought,

given and received. Hopefully we will all take time out of our busy schedules and celebrate the greatest gift of all, the birth of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. On behalf of the entire board, faculty and staff of The Village Lutheran Church and Chapel
School we want to wish you a Blessed Christmas and ajoyful and prosperous New Y ear.
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Thisyear the Y outh Groupsremain unchanged.

The Voyagers Y outh Group consists of 3- 6 gradeand is
run primarily by Erika.

The Confirmation 11 (7th Grade) and Confirmation 111
(8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Y outh Group. Michael
Schultz and Pastor Hartwell will be the primary leaders
for this group.

Finally, the Crusader Y outh Group is 9 - 12 grade, and
will be lead by Erika and Michael.

VOYAGERS: GRADES 3 -6

M eetings: Voyagers will meet Thursday nights from
6:00-7:00 p.m. We will usually meet in the Multi-
purpose Room. Please look for signs when you enter
through the Main School Entrance. In December we will
meet on the 2nd, 9th, and 16th (Christmas Party). Please call
Erikawith any questions.

CHRISTMASPARTY, Thursday, December 9,
6-7:00 p.m. Plantojoinusfor afun filled meeting
celebrating Christmas. We will also wrap our donated
Christmas gifts at this time.(see below for more info.)
Bring a gift for the gift exchange, ($10 limit) and a
dessert to share.

CAROLING, Sunday, December 12, 12:00 p.m. We
will leave from VLC. We will also need parent drivers
for this. Please let Erika know if your parentsguardians
can drive. THANKS!

LI FERS: GRADES 7 -8

Meetings: Lifersregular meeting night will now be
Thursdays, from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. In December we will
meet on the 2nd, Sth and 16th.

Decem ber

2004

CAROLING, Sunday, December 12, 12:00 p.m. We
will leave from VLC. We will also need parent drivers
for this. Please let Erika know if your parentsguardians
can drive. THANKS!

CRUSADERS: GRADES 9 —-12

Meetings. We will meet on Sundays....sometimes
mornings, sometimes evenings. |In December, we will
have a breakfast meeting on the 5th in the Y outh Room
at 10:30 am. Wewill also have a Christmas Party
meeting on the 12th from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

VOYAGERS, LIFERS AND CRUSADERS

CHRISTMASGIFT GIVING For childrenin
Preventive Services and Protective Custody in the Mt.
Vernon and New Rochelle area. This has been very
successful in the many years that we have participated.
In the last few years we were the sole providers to these
children. It means so much to the children and
especidly their parents/guardians. We would like each
youth to sign-up to buy a gift ($10 - $15) for one (or
two) child(ren). In December, Erikawill receive alist of
ages and genders needed. Then, each youth will be
assigned "gift information"” to be followed.
UNWRAPPED gifts will be wrapped at the December
12th Party for Crusaders and the December 16th meeting
for Voyagersand Lifers. All three Y outh Groups will be
involved with this and will share the sign-up sheet. The
sign-up sheet will also be on the Y outh Board and
available during regular meetings. Thanks.

PLEASE REMEMBER
YOUR FRIENDS
ARE ALWAYSWELCOME!!

QUESTIONS about anything??
Please call Erikaat 395 - 1954.

Or e-mail Erika at Tyandbash@aol.com or
Michadl at macvlc@aol.com
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Parish Health News

Y oga classes are on Monday at 7 p.m. in the Multi-purpose room. Drop in. Cost is $10. Call Faith Forliano at 725-8035 for
more information.

The Village Lutheran Church isa proud member of the Lutheran Counseling Center (LCC) M embership Assistance
Program (M AP). Through this partnership, VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only
$25 per session (for up to 4 sessions). LCC also takes major health insurances and uses a sliding scale. Call Pastor Hartwell to
arrange for the MAP sessions. Isn't your mental health and happiness worth the time? LCC provides individual, couple, and
family counseling, professional, yet Christian. Call (914) 337-0207 (ext. 1022) for details.

L

The“Village” Seniors Mitey Thanks!

gy ,, Didyou know that the change you left in the
- g'* MITE BOX has helped make a differencein
= Afghanistan? 2Responding to New
Opportunities in Afghanistan: $100,000° is one of
many grants that our MITES support through the
LWML (Lutheran Women in Mission). MITES

Our next luncheon will be held on Tuesday, allocated for this project will provide money to support
December 14, at 11:30 am. in the Multi- the LCMSS staff needed for providing educational and
Purpose Room. Once again, we will have the humanitarian assistance to the suffering, especialy
honor of listening to the lovely voices of the women and children, in Afghanistan. Asyou continue

Chapel School Choir astheir songsbringinthe  to sharethe smallest of your blessings, remember this
Christmas season. Everyonewho would liketo ~ Projectin prayer:

participate in the grab bag, should bring a gift Dear loving and merciful God, we thank You for the
(approx. $5) and labeled for awoman or a man. unmerited blessings You have showered on our nation
Please plan on coming by placing your and for revealing the needs of othersto us. Empower
reservation through the VLC or by calling those whom You have called to reach out with
Charlotte Vogt (914) 793-1264. compassion and Your love. We ask that all necessary

provisions will be available to assist the people of
Afghanistan. Thiswe ask in Jesus name. Amen.

FOCUSON WORSHIP

“Full of Grace”

% The season of Advent isatime of preparation. We anticipate the arrival (a synonym for

aadvent®) of Jesus as the Savior who was born a human child. The Israelites waited
several thousand years for the Messiah to come, and some are still waiting. We know that
Jesus, the Messiah, has already come; and yet, each year, we take time to remember God' s plan of
salvation for us and the historic events that led to the fulfillment of that plan. Thisyear, the VLC will be
offering midweek Advent services on Wednesdays at 12:00 noon and 7:30 pm, from December 1 through
December 22. These midweek services will focus on Mary, the mother of our Lord, as she came to
understand how a young, unmarried girl like herself could be chosen by God to help carry out hiswill for
al of humanity. Amid all the parties, and the shopping, and the many other preparations for Christmas,
please take afew extra momentsin worship to contemplate what it means for you that Jesus came into this
world and changed everything. We also, as God' s chosen ones, can be 2full of grace.°
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VLCHOLIDAY SCHEDULE

b
fellowship and service.
Sunday, November 28

%& Wednesday, December 1
Y

°
¢ Friday, December 3

ﬁ& Sunday, December 5

#% Wednesday, December 8

% Sunday, December 12

) A
#ﬁ Wednesday, December 15

%& Sunday, December 19

e

#ﬁ Tuesday, December 21
Wednesday, December 22

sl

ﬁ#% Friday, December 24

sl

ﬁ?& Saturday, December 25

Sunday, December 26

Saturday, January 1
o Sunday, January 2
ﬂﬁ Thursday, January 6

In observance of the Advent/Christmas/Epiphany season, there are many activities and specia services
d taking place at the VLC. Please note the dates and times and use these opportunities for worship,

5:30 pm = Church Decorating Party

12:00 pm = Midweek Advent Service (*Hand-Made Handmai d®)
7:30 pm = Midweek Advent Service (2Hand-Made Handmaid®)
7:00 pm = Christmas Dinner (Bronxville Women's Club)

9:00 am + Round-the-Table Carol Sing

3:00 pm % Christian Music Coffee House

12:00 pm + Midweek Advent Service (2Promises to Keep®)
7:30 pm = Midweek Advent Service (2Promisesto Keep®)

Pilgrimage to Bethlehem (all services)

12:00 pm % Caroling at Sprain Brook Nursing Home

12:00 pm + Midweek Advent Service (2Great with Child®)
7:30 pm = Midweek Advent Service with Grade 1-4 Choirs

9:00 am £ Sunday School Christmas Pageant

4:00 pm £ German Christmas Service

7:30 pm * Grades 5-8 Christmas Concert (Concordia)
12:00 pm = Midweek Advent Service (3Full of Grace®)
7:30 pm = Midweek Advent Service (2Full of Grace®)

5:00 pm % Christmas Eve Family Service

5:30 pm + Bronxville Christmas Pageant

8:00 pm % Christmas Eve Carol Service

11:00 pm % Christmas Eve Communion Service
10:00 am + Christmas Day Communion Service

10:00 am + St. Stephen' s Day Service (one service only)
5:30 pm + New Year's Day Service

5:30 pm + Church Undecorating Party

9:00 am = Children' s Epiphany Service

7:30 pm * Epiphany Service

A R M A S R
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Music at Concordia

Music at Concordia continuesits series of choral and organ
music with two concertsin December:

Paul Jacobs, chair of the Organ Department at Juilliard, will
play an all-Bach program on Sunday, Dec. 5, at 4:00 p.m.
Jacobsiswell known for his single-composer recitalsin New
Y ork City and has already impressed Concordia audiences with
his artistry and personal warmth.

The Concordia Festival Choir will present two complete
performances of “Messiah” on Saturday, Dec. 11, at 7:00 p.m.
and Sunday, Dec. 12, at 4:00 p.m. Among the wonderful solo
quartet are hometown favorites Steve Podoll (tenor) and Katie
L uekens (mezzo-soprano). These performances will aso honor
the memory of former professor Constance Just (grandmother of
VLC Minister of Music Deborah Reiss), who was both a devoted
music lover and a professional with the highest musical
standards. Tickets are going fast, so order now!

General Admission is $18/adults or $10/seniors and students. To
purchase tickets or get more information call 914-337-9300
x2231 or e-mail music@concordia-ny.edu.
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Wemorial/ Honored Voices

Sincere thanks for the following gifts:

In thanksgiving to God for the love and strength in our
family, from Patty and Bernie Taylor.

A gift from Dr. and Mrs. Howard A. Rakov
in honor of their sons Christopher (US Navy)
and Bradley (US Marines).

A gift from Marilyn Nordone
in memory of Cathy Nordone.

A gift from Mrs. Dorothy Allen of Tucson AZ,
the Rev. Howard Halter's secretary for many years,
in memory of Pastor Halter,

Doris Voester (aformer minister of music)
and Mr. Al Sudlow, (former sexton).
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