
 

 

Straight from the Hart 
                         By Rev. Dr . Rober t Hartwell 

One expression we often use in speaking of faithful stewardship is: “Not equal gifts but 
equal sacrifice.”  This means that we give up something of value towards something we 
value more. I often use this expression in relation to monetary gifts to our church and 
school ministry. I received a rather unique challenge in this regard recently. 

 Our leadership team has been sitting down with major donors to talk about our critical 
need to pay down our mortgage for the building and to fund an endowment for school scholarships. 
The donor I was speaking with is capable of a major gift towards our church and school. 

After I talked about the need, he asked me how important funding this need was to me. My response 
was that it was “very important.”  His response back was, “Then what are you willing to sacrifice to 
demonstrate to others how important this is to you?”  

I meekly stated, “ I love our Village Lutheran Church and Chapel School so much I would be willing to 
make a great sacrifice towards its future. In fact, my family has already done so monetarily and 
certainly in time and talent.”  

The donor stated that he had a challenge that would help us to achieve a major gift and also 
demonstrate in a visual way to the congregation and school my level of commitment. Upon hearing his 
idea I was so excited to begin what I am calling, “The Skinny on Sacrifice.”  

The agreement I made with the donor is simple. I commit myself to a lifestyle of healthy eating and 
exercise over the next year. Genetics not withstanding, this commitment should lead to weight loss and 
greater health. The achievable goal I have set for myself is to weigh less than 200 lbs by January 1, 
2008. 

If I am successful in making this commitment and sacrifice, this donor will donate $5,000 per pound 
lost to the church and school. As of the writing of this article I have lost almost 25 lbs. That is already 
$125,000 to our church and school (should I make my goal). The donor believes that others can 
sacrifice too, either by modeling healthy lifestyles or by pledging funds toward the match. 

Join me in praying for the commitments we make in life, especially the healthy commitments of eating 
and exercise and the committing of resources of time, treasures and talents for the community ministry 
of our Chapel School and Village Lutheran Church and other causes worthy of our sacrifice and 
support. 

Be watching for updates on my progress via the “Skinny on Sacrifice”  weight display each month in 
church and school publications. 

You too can be a part. Our Parish Nurse Practitioner, Dr. Joy Elwell, RN, BCP, FNP, DNP will be 
coordinating several “Skinny on Sacrifice”  seminars on weight loss, healthy eating and exercise from 
our parish health program  Several members and friends have already said that they would like to also 
add to this major donor gift with a monetary pledge, or have been inspired to join 
me in my health commitments. If you would like to register a matching gift or 
share your personal health commitment, contact our development director, Mr. 
William "Bill" Damato at 914-337-0207 (1022) or Wdamato@VLC-NY.ORG. 

 A thought about our united ministry, stewardship and sacrifice that comes straight 
from the Hart (and the scale).  
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Worship at                                                        
Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home  

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home Service  
at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale at 2 p.m. on the 2nd 
Monday of the month.  Future services: February 12, 
March 12. 
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The Wednesday Morning Bible Discussion group 
will meet each Wednesday from 10:45 - 12 noon. 
ªA Life God Rewardsº by Bruce Wilkinson will be 
discussed. 

VLC Bi b l e St u d y /  Pr ayer   Op p or t u n i t i es   
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
 
The next Women’s Bible Study/
LWML will be held  Saturday, Feb 
17, at 8:30am.  Please read Chapter 
5 of ªReally Bad Girls of the        
Bibleº.  All are welcome! 
See Julie Taylor or call 793-9075 for 
more details. 

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 
ªThe God of Loveº 

Courtesy of the American retail industry, we have already been inundated for weeks with ªloveº images in anticipation 
of Valentine’s Day:  hearts, flowers, chocolates, teddy bears, etc.  Amid all the hubbub, it may be easy to miss the fact 
that we celebrate God’s love year-round in our worship.  The Source of all Love reaches out to us when the forgiveness 
of our sins is announced, when we share the agape (love) feast of Holy Communion, when we hear God’s Word pro-
claimed.  Among the ªloveº images we see in church are the cross, the Lamb, the bread and wine…and flowers, too.  
While the candy hearts will disappear, God’s love stays with us continually and shows itself in ways too numerous to 
count. 

So, this month, enjoy the hearts and flowers you see everywhere, but especially take comfort in the signs of God’s love 
– for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. (Joel 2:13) 

FEBRUARY 3-4 – Fifth Sunday after  Epiphany 

x� Pastor Hartwell preaching 

x� Music led by FaithWalk  

 FEBRUARY 7 – 90/60 Event 

x� Service of Prayer and Healing at 7:00 p.m. 

 FEBRUARY 9 – 90/60 Event 

x� ªEros and Agape:  A Concert Celebrating Loveº at 7:30 
p.m. 

x� Wine and cheese starting at 6:30 p.m. 

x� Sacred music, show tunes and opera arias, organized and 
presented by George Heath and Steve Podoll. 

   FEBRUARY 10-11 ± Sixth Sunday after  Epiphany 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

x� Voters'  assembly Meeting at 12 noon 

 FEBRUARY 18 ± Transfiguration Sunday 

x� Pastor Hartwell preaching 

 FEBRUARY 21 ± Ash Wednesday 

x� Family Service at 5:00 p.m. 

x� Service of Holy Communion at 8:00 p.m. 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

 FEBRUARY 25 ± First Sunday in Lent 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

 FEBRUARY 28 ± M idweek Lenten Service 

x� Devotional service at 8:00 p.m. 

x� Dessert reception following 

Prayer  Thought! 

Let us continue to pray for the soldiers, Ma-
rines, airmen, sailors and special forces who 
put their lives in harm' s way in order to de-

fend our freedoms that God would protect them from all 
danger and lift their spirits during their times of trial. 
Especially pray for Thomas Ferretti, Peter Fromm, Kim-
berly Gray, Nick Lion, Dan Miller, Robert Outlaw, 
Capt. Bradley Rakov, Lt. Christopher Rakov, Nestor 
Rivera, Lt. Paul Shrimp.  
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Many thanks to those families who made a gift to our Chapel School Annual Appeal 
during the holiday season.  These monies greatly help Chapel School enhance our 
many programs.  Chapel School depends upon the generosity of parents and friends of 
Chapel School both through direct tax-deductible gifts and support of our fundraising 
events.  IT'S NEVER TOO LATE to make a gift to the Annual Fund as this year' s 

appeal runs through June.  Please prayerfully consider doing so as the new year unfolds, and use whatever 
matching gift opportunities you have to maximize your gift.  Thank you, on behalf of all of the children of 
Chapel School, those here now and those who will join us in the future. 

 We have already received many applications for the 2007-2008 school year.  HOWEVER, we do have 
openings at most grade levels.  If you are planning on sending your child to Chapel School next year and 
have not yet submitted the enrollment form and fee, it is important that you address this immediately.  If 
you know of someone who is interested in sending their child to Chapel School, please encourage them to 
proceed quickly with the application process. 

  Chapel School will once again be offering a Summer Program this coming summer.  Our program will 
be offered to children ages 3 through 10.  Mrs. Lynn Lena is our Director of  Summer Programs and a 
number of Chapel School faculty members will be working with her.  There will be 8 weeks of flexible 
scheduling throughout the summer.  More information will be out in the near future. 

 We have begun planning for our Seventh Annual Chapel School Golf Outing.  It will again be held at 
Leewood Golf Club on Tuesday, June 19th.  Please save the date and plan on attending.  If you would like 
to serve on the golf outing committee, please contact principal Jim Dhyne at 337-3202 ext. 1002.     
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Check out the VLC &  Chapel School Piano Bookshop in the Friendship Room.  New 
Items: Dinner with a Perfect Stranger, Really Bad Girls of the Bible and Day with a Perfect 
Stranger. 

CONGRATULATIONS to VLC members: 
x� Parish Nurse Practitioner Joy Elwell has received her Doctorate of Nursing Practice from Rush     

University. Dr. Elwell is on staff at the VLC and Chapel School and coordinates parish health and 
integrates health into the pastoral care department. 

x� Principal James and Barbara Dhyne became Grandparents as daughter Nicole (and                       
Dominic) gave birth to a healthy son, Emerson Noah Zaza on Sunday, Jan. 7, 2007. 

x� Casey McGinnis and Amy Heath  both donated 10 inches of their locks to ªLocks of Loveº  over the 
Christmas vacation. Locks of Love is a public non-profit organization that provides hairpieces to   
financially disadvantaged children under age 18 suffering from long-term medical hair loss from any 
diagnosis. For more information about this wonderful program visit www.locksoflove.org. 



 

 

 

 

 
The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on      
Saturday, February 11 as favorite group ªTransJazzº returns to the Coffee House stage. 
The Coffee House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. 
The Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School students/
Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses.     We had a 
great turnout in January.  Find out why adults and families love the Coffee House!  For 
more information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 

 

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?  
Join us for VLC' s annual Superbowl party on Sunday, February 4th. We will begin the pot-luck 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. with games and trivia before kickoff on the big screen TV! You only have 
to be a fan of fun and food to come! So, bring a dish to share and join us for an exciting night 
of fellowship!  
 

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As the VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy us in the 
morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

Youth Choir  Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on Feb 1, 8 and 15 
and on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on Feb 4 and 11.  We will also sing at the 9 a.m. service on these 
Sundays.   

Chancel Choir  will rehearse on Thursdays at 8:00 p.m. but will be off February 22.  We will sing at the 9:00 a.m. 
service on February 11 and 25 and at the 8:00 p.m. service on Ash Wednesday. 

Village Bells will rehearse at 7:30 p.m. on February 7 (after the prayer service); and will rehearse at 7:00 p.m. the 
remaining Wednesdays. 

FaithWalk  will lead the worship music on February 4 (rescheduled from January 28) and then break until after 
Easter. 

Please contact Debbie Reiss for more information at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 or DREISS@VLC-NY.ORG 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Annual First Communion Instruction    
Attention Parents of VLC Members, Chapel School Families and  Community Fr iends: 
The VLC's CCD Department will hold the annual First Communion Instruction for students 5th 
Grade and older in the late winter/early spring of 2007. Class times will be Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m. (starting February 28) with a lock-in on Friday, March 23 - 6-10 p.m. 1st Holy Communion 
Service Sunday, March 25 at 10:45 a.m. (Note this change from prior years.) Communion               

instruction is open to all youth 5th grade and older. See Pastor Hartwell for information at 914-337-0207 
(1022) or rhartwell@thechapelschool.org or pastorh@vlc-ny.org. 
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of 3 - 6 grade and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II (7th 
Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the L ifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will 
be the primary leaders of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group is 9 - 12 grade.  Contact Pastor Hartwell 
or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth group. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6 

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  Our usual meeting place is in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  Please enter the building through the main school doors and look for signs if we need to meet 
elsewhere.  Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever 
activity you can.  In February we will meet on the 1st, 8th and 15th.  Any questions?  Please call Erika (914) 395 
1954.  

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 

The Lifers regular meeting night is on Thursdays, from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  We will usually meet in the Art Room.   
 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 

Be watching the bulletin for details of upcoming fundraisers for the youth gathering and also fellowship and spiritual 
growth activities for all high school youth (Crusaders). Call pastor Hartwell for details at 914-337-0207 (1022) or 
PastorH@VLC-NY.ORG.  

Next Summer (July 28 ±  August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  Once 
again this will be held in Orlando Florida!!  You should have paid $200.00 by this point, 
please submit your payments if you have not done so already.   

 
  L IFERS &  CRUSADERS Grades 7 ± 12 

 ZAP ~ This is an Atlantic District Program, which connects Youth of Confirmation age and older and begins to give 
them practical, hands-on, relational experience in missions, service and church work.  The district will offer three 
weekends during the school year for these workshops.  This will culminate in an opportunity for the youth to run a 
week of Vacation Bible School this summer.  For more information,  please contact Pastor Taylor at 914-337-3202 
(1021) or DTaylor@vlc-ny.org.  

 
 

 

The next luncheon will be on Tuesday, February13 and we hope that  everyone will come 
for a Chinese lunch and special music by VLC cantor George Heath  Please call in your 
reservation(s) to the church office at 914-337-0207 or fill in the tear-off and place it in the 
offering plate. 

The ªVillage” Seniors 



 

 

 

 

  

  
A lot happens in the month of February.  

When you take a moment and tally all the things that take place in this month, the list quickly becomes quite long. 
This seems strange at first, especially for the shortest month in the year! Then again, it' s probably a month so filled 
because there are less days to get everything in! 

This February is filled with celebrations for Black History Month, Valentine' s Day, Ash Wednesday, the beginning 
of the Lenten Season, Ground Hog' s Day, National School Counseling Week, Mardi Gras, The Super Bowl, The 
NBA All-Star game, the Daytona 500, President' s Day, American Heart Month, Library Lovers Month, National 
Bird-Feeding Month, National Hot Breakfast Month, National Engineers Week, and International Mother Lan-
guage Day, just to name a few.  

Please do not panic though; we will probably NOT get to have a true blowout celebration for all the things I have 
mentioned, (and to be perfectly honest, some things on the list we will never mention again!)  A list like this     
however, does invite one to pause for a moment and take notice of what we celebrate, and why we celebrate it.  

Our last two months have been filled with the Christmas/Epiphany focus of celebrating the birth and manifestation 
of Jesus. For many, December and January are the ªChristmas months,º where gifts are exchanged and glad tidings 
are shared. There is the hope then, that February will bring about a much-needed break from all the necessary 
things involved with celebrations. Nevertheless, as the above list shows us, there are always things to celebrate. 

So too, we have something to celebrate the entire year and every year! We have the great message of God' s        
gracious forgiveness through His son, our savior, Jesus Christ! Our God is so wonderful that He reminds us daily 
of His love for us. He also calls us to celebrate His love for us and His world. This celebration involves many    
aspects of our lives including worship, Christian service, stewardship, as well as evangelism. How true it is that we 
can celebrate God' s love for us and all people, by sharing this message with others. This is truly something to    
celebrate, beyond all the other things we may observe in this the shortest month of the year!  

May the Lord inspire each of us to celebrate His love by sharing it with others!  Happy February! 

 

 Pastor Taylor 
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GLORIA JEAN PINKNEY,  

AUTHOR VISIT, MARCH 15, CHAPEL SCHOOL AND CONCORDIA COLLEGE 

In celebration of Black History and Women' s History month, Chapel School has invited Westchester author,  Gloria 
Jean Pinkney (wife of famous children' s book illustrator Jerry Pinkney), to be a guest speaker for the entire day on 
Thursday, March 15.    She will meet with our Grades K - 8 students during the day at the school in the Multi-purpose 
Room.  At 7:00 pm she will present a program of story and song for school and church families, college students, and 
the general public.  The evening program will be held in the Sommer Center of Concordia College.  Plan to invite 
other family members and friends. 

Gloria wrote two books for children, BACK HOME and THE SUNDAY OUTING, both illustrated by her husband.  
For adults she wrote a Christian devotional book entitled IN THE FOREST OF YOUR  REMEMBRANCE.  Her 
fourth book, MUSIC FROM OUR LORD' S HOLY HEAVEN BOOK AND CD, is a beautiful  collection of     
twenty-two African American spirituals and hymns with a Psalm verse chosen for each to illustrate its meaning.   
Gloria sings all twenty-two selections on the accompanying CD.   All books will be  available for purchase and   
autographing.   Contact Sharon Peterson at Chapel School (914-337-3202, Ext 1007) for more information. 
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Pa r i sh  Hea l t h  News 
St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring initiative 
for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica'  s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit the growing family. 
We ask for your help in the following ways:   

I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when your child is 
expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers.   

I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica’s Circle, you will be asked to prepare and deliver one dinner to the happy family 
on a rotating basis.  

The VLC is a proud member of the Lutheran Counseling Centers (LCC) Membership Assistance Program (MAP). VLC 
members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session. (For up to 4 sessions). Major 
health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and LCC uses a sliding scale. Call Pastor Hartwell at 337-0207 
(1022). 

Upcoming 
90-60 Celebration Events 

Service of Prayer  and Healing Wednesday, February 7 at 7 p.m. 

Eros and Agape: A Concer t Celebrating Love, Friday, February 9 at 7:30 p.m. 

Gather ing of Fr iends Dinner  Auction Glen Island Harbour Club, New Rochelle, Friday, March 2 

Baptismal Reunion Sunday, April 22 at 10:45 a.m. 

VLC Pictor ial Directory &  Portraits (End of April-May) 

Wedding Reunion Sunday, May 6 at 10:45 a.m. 

Ascension Day Service of Prayer  and Healing Thursday, May 17 at 8 p.m. 

Anniversary History Week Activities at the Chapel School, during the month of May.  

VLC &  Chapel Bir thday Party  Friday, May 18 (Afternoon) 

Service of Prayer  and Healing Wednesday, June 6 at 7 p.m. 

VLC &  Chapel School Picnic   Sunday, June 10 at 12 Noon 

VLC &  Chapel Golf Outing  Leewood Golf Club, Tuesday, June 19 

Save the date for the 2007 Holocaust Memor ial Service: Thursday, April 
26 at the Village Lutheran Church. The civic event will feature a special candle lighting          
ceremony for Holocaust Survivors, participation by members of the local clergy and special 
music by the Tuckahoe High School Choir and VLC and Concordia musicians and singers. 
A portion of funds raised in advance of the event and from the offering will be used to assist    
victims of the violence in Darfur and Chad. 



 

 

  

 

 Memor ial/Honored Gifts were received from:                                            

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Werring 

In honor of Charlotte Johnson and in memory of      
Harold and Adele Werring and Art Johnson 

 
 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kozera  

In honor of Sgt. Serge Kuschnar Jr.                               
serving in Afghanistan 
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LWML Mite Box News 
Have you seen the big purple and white box on the 
piano in the multipurpose room? 

It is an enlarged version of an LWML mite box. Mite 
boxes can be obtained next to the box on the piano. You 
can take home a mite box, fill it with loose change and 
return the money  to the big mite box. The money is then 
sent to the LWML and is used to support 8 local mission 
projects, as well as several national mission projects.  
Many thanks to all who have participated. 

 

            
Saturdays at 5:30 pm,  Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.                                                                

Sunday School is held during the  9 am  service. 


