
 

 

Straight from the Hart 
By Rev. Dr . Robert Har twell 

 

Matthew 3:17  “And a voice from heaven said, “ This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I  am well pleased.”  

 

Isn’ t it great to hear words of praise? To see a bright and big “A”  on your 
paper is better than the letter “F” . 

A pat on the back by the soccer coach feels better than the empty hush after 
missing a big shot. 

To have someone write you that they “ like you”  is better than the 
whispered chatter of enemies speaking poorly of you behind your back. 

How Jesus must have felt when He heard His heavenly father 
(at His Baptism) say, “ This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.”  

Jesus was the creator of all. He is called the eternal Word. Yet, 
His father took time to say that ªwith Jesusº He was ªwell 
pleased.º  

I imagine that some among us are not too familiar with praise. 

ªThis is my son with whom I am well pleasedº is not something that a 
parent has even remotely said. Perhaps your coach is not so nurturing and 
the people around you can be petty and cutting. 

The Baptism of Jesus is a chance to remember that in our baptisms we were 
chosen by God. Because of Christ, we are well loved by God and He is 
pleased with us. If others around you do not seem to notice how special 
you are, make the sign of the cross, a sign that was made on your forehead 
and your heart in baptism, and remember that you are well loved. Perhaps 
someone in your life needs to hear words of praise from you. Let them 
know how much you care for them. A thought about words of God the 
Father at Jesus© Baptism, that are straight from the Hart.  
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Worship at  

Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home  
Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home 
Service at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale at      
2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future 
services:  January 8 and  February 12.  

Thanks to all who donated Christmas stockings in 
December.  The residents loved them! 

 

 

 

' D\ WLP H�%LEOH�6WXG\ 
The Wednesday Morning Bible Discussion group 
will meet each Wednesday from 10:45 - 12 noon. A 
Case for Christ and the Book of Acts will be 
discussed. 

VLC Bi b l e St u d y /  Pr ayer   Op p or t u n i t i es   
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
 
The next Women’s Bible 
Study/LWML will be held Sat., 
January 20 from 8:30-10:30 
am. Please read Chapter 4 of 
ªReally Bad Girls of the Bibleº 
and bring a breakfast item to 

share.  The book is  available for purchase at 
the piano book store in  the Friendship 
Room.  If you have not previously joined us, it 
is not too late – you are welcome!   
 
See Julie Taylor or call 793-9075 for more    
details. 

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 
“The Year of the Lord’s Favor”  

Happy New Year!  In the Gospel reading for January 21, the Third Sunday after the Epiphany, St. Luke recounts how Jesus 
quoted from the prophet Isaiah: 

He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

and then amazed all the people in the synagogue by saying “ Today this scr ipture has been fulfilled in your  hear ing.”         
(Luke 4:14-21; Isaiah 61:1-2) 

As we approach the beginning of a new calendar year, this testimony from Luke reminds us that the ªyearº of the Lord’s favor is 
not limited to a twelve-month period.  Rather, we are privileged to be living in a perpetual time of favor since Jesus’  birth, when 
the promise of salvation was fulfilled and the Good News began to be spread throughout the world.  Jesus still comes to us in His 
Word, in Holy Communion and whenever we meet together in His name.  Even more than that, He proclaims us free from the 
burden of sin and welcomes us to walk in a ªnew yearº of grace. 

JANUARY 6-7 – Celebration of Epiphany 

x� Pastor Hartwell, preaching 

x� Undecorating party from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Sunday 

 JANUARY 13-14 – Second Sunday after  Epiphany 

x� Pastor Taylor, preaching 

x� Good News Gourmet Coffee House on Saturday at 7:00 p.m. 

 JANUARY 17 – Prayer  Service 

x� Service of thanksgiving, prayer and healing at 7:00 p.m. 

x� 90/60 Anniversary speaker and special music 

 JANUARY 20-21 – Third Sunday after  Epiphany 
x� Pastor Taylor, preaching 
 

 JANUARY 27-28 – Four th Sunday after  Epiphany 

x� Pastor Bayens, preaching 

x� FaithWalk leading worship music 

x� Confirmation Retreat 



 

 

 

 

 

Please log on to our new Chapel School website.  It is now available  at 
www.thechapelschool.org.  

The site is a work in progress, however, most areas are up and running.   Hopefully the website 
will assist us in recruiting new students to The Chapel School and also be informative and user friendly to our current 
church and school families.  We want this site to be something of which we are all proud.  We are always open to 
comments and suggestions so let us know what you think about it. 

The Chapel School adopted twenty families for Christmas this year. We want to thank all of our parents, students, 
faculty and staff who donated Christmas gifts for our Christmas families.  Many families had a much brighter    
Christmas because of your generosity.  

Eastchester Community Action Program was the recipient of our November chapel offerings.  Our faculty and     stu-
dents brought in nearly 1,800 food items for ECAP.  Along with the food items a check was also sent to help this 
worthy cause. 

Including our wonderful Advent services, there were nine Chapel School Christmas programs this year.  Special 
thanks to our music teachers George Heath and Marcia Kollmann for their tireless and extraordinary work with our 
students and to all of the teachers and teacher aides who do such a great job with our children every day.  Also many 
thanks to Pastors Hartwell and Taylor and to Deb Reiss.  

If you or someone you know is interested in enrolling a student at The Chapel School, please contact the school office 
for information.  We will continue to run Open Houses for parents of prospective students throughout the winter and 
spring.  Many classes are already reaching capacity for the 2007-2008 school year. 

Believe it or not, we are already planning for our Seventh Annual Chapel School Golf Outing.  It will again be held at 
Leewood Golf Club in June.  If you would like to serve on the golf outing committee, please contact principal Jim 
Dhyne at 337-3202 ext. 1002.      
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Check out the VLC &  Chapel School Piano Bookshop in the Friendship Room. New for our 90/60 

Year: Two classics from the past! Not reprints. Fresh classic editions: Catechetical Helps 
(circa 1961) and The Bible Has the Answer (circa 1971).  Also at the at the Bookshop:    
The Christian Babysitters Handbook, The Case for Christ, No More Christian Nice Guy, 
The Christian Faith, Christian History Made Easy, New Testament and Old Testament CD 
Roms, a bargain basket of  books from Concordia Publishing House (first come, first 
served)  and more.  

   “ Smart Women, Smart Money, Smart Choices”  
 

VLC member (and Thrivent agent) Melany Smith  will present a free seminar called ªSmart Women, 
Smart Money, Smart Choicesº on Monday, January 22nd at 7:30 pm in the MPR of the VLC and Chapel 
School. The topic will be smart financial planning for women and is perfect for women of all ages,       
especially church members, Chapel School families and community members. Get your financial       
questions answered from a ªSmart Womanº and learn strategies every smart woman should use for wise 
financial planning. This is informational only and is not a sales presentation.  Questions?  Call the church 
office at 914-337-0207 (1003).  



 

 

 

 

 

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on     
Saturday, January 13 as favorite group ªPsalm 96º returns to the Coffee House stage. 
The Coffee House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. 
The Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School          
students/Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses.     
We had a great turnout in December.  Find out why adults and families love the Coffee 
House!  For more information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As the VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy us in the 
morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

Youth Choir  Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on Jan 4, 11, 18 and 
25 and on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on Jan 7, 21, and 25.  We will also sing at the 9 a.m. service on 
these Sundays.  We will also have a rehearsal for the Concert of Praise on Saturday, January 13 from 1-3 pm. The 
Concert of Praise will be on Sunday, Jan 21 at 4 pm on Long Island. 

Chancel Choir  will be off the week of January 1 and will resume regular Thursday rehearsals at 8:00 p.m. on 
January 11.  We will sing at the 9:00 a.m. service on January 14 and 21. 

Village Bells will be off the week of January 1 and will resume regular Wednesday rehearsals at 7:15 p.m. on 
January 10.  Please bring your calendars so that we can determine our ringing dates. 

FaithWalk  will rehearse on Tuesdays, January 16 and 23, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the church and will lead the 
worship music at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, January 28. 

Please contact Debbie Reiss for more information at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 or DREISS@VLC-NY.ORG 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Attention Preschool Parents: 
Does it seem like you never get around to 
scheduling playdates?  

Do you have the desire to connect with    
parents of other toddlers?  

Need an hour of wholesome Christian       
fellowship for you and your toddler?  

Join us on Fridays at 1:45 p.m. in the       
Preschool Sunday School Room            
(Classroom 4)  

Contact: Erika Augustine 637-3841 or                    
Dorene Fick 793-2356 if you have           
questions. 

Annual First Communion Instruction    
Attention Parents of VLC Members, 
Chapel School Families and         
Community Fr iends: The VLC's CCD 
Department will hold the Annual First 
Communion   Instruction for students 
5th Grade and older in the late winter/

early spring of 2007. Class Times will be Wednesdays 
at 7:00 p.m. (starting February 28) with a lock-in on 
Friday, March 23 - 6-10 p.m. 1st Holy Communion 
Service Sunday, March 25 at 10:45 a.m. (Note this 
change from prior years.) Communion Instruction is 
open to all youth 5th grade and older. See Pastor Hart-
well for information at 914-337-0207 (1022) or rhart-
well@thechapelschool.org or pastorh@vlc-ny.org. 
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of 3 - 6 grade and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II 
(7th Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the L ifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor 
Taylor will be the primary leaders of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group is 9 - 12 grade.  Contact 
Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth group. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6 

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  Our usual meeting place in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  Please enter the building through the main school doors and look for signs if we need to 
meet elsewhere.  Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to 
whatever activity you can!!   In January we will meet on the 4th, 11th and 18th. 
 

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 

The Lifers regular meeting night is on Thursdays, from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  We will usually meet in the Art Room.  
In January we will meet on the 4th, 11th , 18th and 25th. 
 
Confirmation Retreat ~ January 26 – 28.  We are still in need of parent volunteer drivers; please contact us if 
your parent(s) can drive.  You should have received an information packet about this retreat.  If you did not, 
please contact Michael Schultz for that information. 
 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 

The Crusaders regular  meetings will usually be held on Sundays.  Sometimes after the 9:00 am service and 
sometimes on Sunday evenings.   In January we will meet on the 7th  at 5:00 pm for the Church Undecorating 
Party and the 14th at 10:15 am. 
 
Spaghetti Dinner  ~ Friday, January 19th.  This is our next Fund Raiser for the Gathering.  Please plan to start 
working by 4:00 pm at VLC.  The dinner starts at 5:30pm. 

 
Next Summer (July 28 ±  August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  
Once again this will be held in Orlando Florida!!  You should have paid $200.00 
by this point, please submit your payments if you have not done so already.   

 
  L IFERS &  CRUSADERS Grades 7 ± 12 

 ZAP ~ This is an Atlantic District Program, which connects Youth of Confirmation age and older and 
begins to give them practical, hands-on, relational experience in missions, service and church work.  The 
district will offer three weekends during the school year for these workshops.  This will culminate in an 
opportunity for the youth to run a week of Vacation Bible School this summer.  For more information,  
please contact Pastor Taylor at 914-337-3202 (1021) or DTaylor@vlc-ny.org.  



 

 

 

 

  

  
 

“ So  t h ey  said  t o  each  o t h er , " W er en ' t  ou r  h ear t s ab laze w i t h in  u s w h i le  He w as 
t a lk in g  w i t h  u s on  t h e r oad  an d  ex p la in in g  t h e Scr ip t u r es t o  u s?"  Luke 24: 32 
 

These words come to us after the resurrected Jesus has spoken with the two men on the road to Emmaus. They did 
not recognize Jesus until after He explained the Scriptures to them and broke bread with them, while they were gath-
ered at their table. Jesus then disappears from them and the response to all that has happened are the words above. 

Interesting choice of words, do you think? The expression is that ªtheir hearts were ablaze.º They were so stirred up 
with what was spoken by Jesus  that their hearts were burning with excitement and they went all the way back to Je-
rusalem to tell the other disciples that it was true, Jesus is alive! 

Our Synod has adopted this word Ablaze to capture the intensity by which we are called to share the Gospel with 
others. Here at the VLC and Chapel School, we have a wonderful opportunity to participate in a workshop called 
Friendship Ablaze. This is an evangelism tool to help us share the Gospel with friends and neighbors. In addition, it 
also teaches wonderful ways for us to receive these friends and neighbors so that they may be so moved as to one-
day call the Village Lutheran Church their church as well. This is an exciting program which equips us to do the 
very thing our Lord has asked of us, to share His message of forgiveness by grace to the entire world! 

You are invited to join us for our first Friendship Ablaze gathering on Saturday, January 20, 2007 from 10:30am ± 
12 noon. This will truly be a fun time of learning ways to share the Gospel with others and be the shining beacons 
our Lord has called us to be! Please let me know if you are able to attend by contacting me at: 337-0207x1021 or 
dtaylor@vlc-ny.org 

May God continue to fill you with His word that your hearts might be ablaze with His Spirit! 

God' s richest blessings, 

Pastor Taylor 

 
The next luncheon will be on      
Tuesday, January 9 and we hope that    
everyone will come for a lovely     
afternoon of Bingo.  Prize donations 
will be much appreciated. 

Please call in your reservation(s) to 
the church office at 914-337-0207 or fill in the 
tear-off and place it in the offering plate. 
 
 

The ªVillage” Seniors 
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The VLC and Chapel School is now          
collecting empty inkjet car tr idges for    
recycling. We receive up to $4.00 for each 
cartridge recycled. Cartridges can be dropped 
in our collection bin located at the school 

doors and in the Friendship Room. Simply place your 
old cartridge in a plastic sandwich bag, if available, and 
deposit it in our collection bin. The acceptable            
cartridges are listed on our collection bin. Questions 
can be directed to Pastor Hartwell at 914-337-0207 
(1022) or PastorH@VLC-NY.ORG. 
 
Looking for  a food pantry or  soup 
kitchen to volunteer  at ?   

Check out the special ªHelpº brochure in 
the tract rack by the church doors. 
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Pa r i sh  Hea l t h  News 
Trans fats - hazardous to your  health: 

Trans fats have been receiving a lot of attention in the news recently. It is important to know what they 
are, how they affect our health, and how to manage them in our diet. 

Trans fats, which also occur naturally in certain animal products, are created in a process called hydro-
genation, which causes oil to be solid at room temperature. Trans fats are found in solid shortening, mar-
garine, cakes, cookies, frostings, candies, and some fried foods.  

The National Academy of Science has determined that there is no safe amount of trans fats in our diets. 
Trans fats are harmful because they raise LDL (bad) cholesterol and lower HDL (good) cholesterol, 
which can contribute to heart disease. 

How to avoid trans fats? Read labels. When shopping check ingredients listed on food packages. When 
eating in restaurants ask the waiter or manager if they fry food in trans fats. Lowering the amount of trans 
fats in your diet will pay off with a healthier heart. 
 

St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. 
A caring initiative for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica'  s Circle will provide 
5 meals to benefit the growing family. We ask for your help in the following ways:   

I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-
0207 when your child is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers.   

I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica’s Circle, you will be asked to prepare and deliver one dinner 
to the happy family on a rotating basis.  
 

The VLC is a proud member of the Lutheran Counseling Centers (LCC) Membership Assistance 
Program (MAP). VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 
per session. (For up to 4 sessions). Major health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services 
and LCC uses a sliding scale. Call Pastor Hartwell at 337-0207 (1022). 

 

 

As of December 2006, Mr. William O'Doherty began serving as the Planned Giving Officer for the VLC and 
Chapel School. William will volunteer his time to assist you with opportunities, questions and expert information 
in a totally confidential setting. Speaking with Mr. O'Doherty or his staff implies no obligation whatsoever. While 
our benefactors and friends will speak with Mr. O'Doherty, it is important to know that William understands the 
Lutheran Church and provides a unique level of insight and comfort for those in our traditions who may be     
seeking private, confidential, information without cost to them. William is an actuary and carries several           
advanced financial designations. He is a private money manager, one of a select few at Thrivent. Thrivent        
Financial for Lutherans is committed to helping members achieve their financial goals and give back to their    
congregations and communities. This service is provided to our congregants, Chapel School families, friends    
and benefactors through the Development Office and Thrivent.  



 

 

  

 

 Memor ial/Honored Gifts were received from:                                            

Mr. and Mrs. James Nagy, Jr.                                        
in memory of Gwen Resk 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Paul                                                 
In honor of the wedding of                                        

Marci Napalitano Losee and Dennis Paul 

. 
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Church Undecorating Party 
 

All Chapel School Families and VLC Members and 
Friends are invited to the Undecorating Party on Sunday, 
January 7 from 5-7 p.m. Pizza and drinks will be pro-
vided. Bring your leftover Christmas treats to share. A 
special appeal to VLC Choir Members as we use the time 
to thoroughly clean the chancel for the Epiphany and 
Easter season. Join us for a fun evening of fellowship 
and service to Christ for the benefit of the Chapel School 
and Village Lutheran Church.  

 

            
Saturdays at 5:30 pm,                                  

Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.                                            
Sunday School is held during the                   

9 am  service 


