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(Revelation 1:17-19) When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he 
placed his right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and 
the last, {18} and the living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive forever and 
ever; and I have the keys of Death and of Hades. {19} Now write what you 
have seen, what is, and what is to take place after this. 

As this publication is being edited, printed and mailed, I will be completing 
my "Skinny on Sacrifice" challenge. We will report in February's Issue, and 
in the other publications of the church and school, the exact total weight that I 
lost and the exact total donation received from our generous donor (and the 

others that have given towards the "Skinny on Sacrifice" total). Although I hesitate to make a 
prediction, even this close to the end, I can say that by God's grace I have met the donor's 
requirement of losing at least 70 pounds. Beloved friends, I have heard the cries, "He is 
getting too thin." Do not fear. I have another few pounds I hope to lose, and much toning, but 
I am almost done. I should actually say, "and now I can begin." Of course losing weight is 
wonderful, but keeping it off and staying fit is the real goal and one that will be a top 
commitment in my stewardship of this body that God has given me.  

Recently I talked to the donor about the challenge and thanked him for his willingness to help 
our church and school in creating  a challenge that means so much to me personally. I will 
never forget what he said. "Pastor you were afraid when I first talked to you about this. You 
had a million reasons to not do this and they all were about fear. But God said, 'Be not afraid.' 
With God's help and your trust in Him, there is nothing that you personally and nothing that 
your church cannot do." 

I mumbled that I thought perhaps he was the real preacher to which he quickly replied. "I am 
not the preacher! You are! Now make sure you preach; not what people are willing to hear, 
but what God wants them to hear. And take chances! There can be no safety for the church. If 
we are not on the front lines of what God is doing, you are not in his will." 

I told Pastor Taylor later in the day that I am certainly not one to be closed minded and I feel 
that our donor's message was right on target.  I was afraid: afraid I would not complete the 
challenge, that I would let the church down, that people would judge me based on my 'crazy' 
commitment. And he is also quite right that we as Christians should never be afraid. "Be not 
afraid!" is almost universally the phrase that angels and the risen Christ spoke to the prophets 
and disciples. 

I wonder how many times we are inactive or fail to try something because we are afraid. In 
our church, in our communities, our homes and even in our individual lives, we allow fear to 
keep us from being all that God would have us do and be. 

How about you and I take a challenge today?  Not a "Skinny on Sacrifice" challenge, but a 
challenge to STOP being afraid. Let's let God be God and let’s try and be His trusting sheep. 
Let us believe that He not only knows what is best for us, but is best at helping us to navigate 
the scary portals of life. 

A thought about a challenge completed and fear that paralyzes us, that is straight from the 
Hart.  
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SPECIAL  POINTS OF 
INTEREST : �

· Round the Table 
Carol Sing moved to 
January 6  

· Good News        
Christian Coffee 
House 

· Next Voters Meeting:           
January 27  

· Church Un-
Decorating Party 
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
  

Do you enjoy food, fun and fellowship?  Then please 
join us on Jan. 19 at 8:30am for Women’s Bible 
Study/LWML.   We begin with a light breakfast, have 
a brief LWML meeting, and then get into God’s 
Word.  It’s food for the body and soul! 

 We will be discussing “Thy Will Be Done”, Chapter 
6 of “Rediscovering the Lord’s Prayer” by Art 
Simon,  and P. 9 of the Large Catechism.  These 
items are available at the piano book store. 

 In addition, continue to keep your eyes open for 
Lord’s Prayer items (children’s books, embroideries, 
plaques, etc) to bring in and share.  Or if you received 
a Christmas card that uniquely expresses the coming 
of God’s kingdom, please bring it in to share.  If you 
have any questions, please see Julie Taylor, or call 
793-9075. 

PRAYER SERVICES    

Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.  Is any-
one happy?  Let him sing songs of praise.  Is any one of 
you sick?  He should call the leaders of the church to 
pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of 
the Lord.  (James 5:13-14)  In honor of our 90/60        
Anniversary last year, we introduced a new Service of 
Prayer for Thanksgiving and Healing.  These brief times 
of quiet meditation featured personal testimony, music, 
prayer and individual blessing at the altar.  In light of the 
positive response to these services, we will continue to 
offer them on a quarterly basis.  This year’s dates will be 
Monday evenings,  March 3 and June 2, from 7:00-
7:45 p.m. 

WORSHIP  
Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home   Service at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale.              
Services are held at 2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future services:   January 14. 

The Adult Bible discussion resumes on January 
9, 2008 and takes place on Wednesdays from 10:45 - 
12:00 in the Friendship room. The Book of Genesis 
will be discussed.   

�

Social Ministry Bible Study 

"A major goal I have for the congregation in 2008 is that we become more intentional 
about social ministry and social justice. The Gospels present a Savior who cared first about 
the needs of His people. His message of forgiveness and new life was accompanied by a 
touch to heal and console. Can we imagine a Jesus who simply proclaimed the Gospel 
without caring acts of service? From Darfur, to the hospital beds of aids patients, to the  
tortured hearts of men and women discriminated by their co-workers and neighbors, to the 
cities and rural landscape filled with a growing population of impoverished, people are  
crying out with a need for the message of the Gospel and a healing touch."                     
Pastor Hartwell, Senior Pastor, Village Lutheran Church 

Join VLC members and Chapel School parents for two special Bible studies to look at the issue of 
social justice and social ministry. Rev. Matthew Harrison from LCMS World Relief leads the study 
through video technology and the discussion will be lead by Pastor Hartwell. We meet on the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays of January from 8:00-9:00 pm in the Sanctuary of the Village Lutheran 
Church. Invite friends to come with you and make a commitment to this IMPORTANT study of 
God's Word. E-mail Pastor Hartwell at Pastorh@VLC-NY.ORG or call 914-337-0207 (1022). 
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The Chapel School adopted eighteen families for Christmas this year. We want to thank all 
of our parents, students, faculty and staff who donated Christmas gifts for our Christmas 
families.  Many families had a much brighter Christmas because of your generosity.  

Eastchester Community Action Program was the recipient of our November chapel offer-
ings.  Our faculty and students brought in nearly 1,800 food items for ECAP.  Along with the food items a check 
was also sent to help this worthy cause.  December’s chapel offerings were sent to Lutheran Association of Mis-
sionaries and Pilots U.S. (LAMP) which is a cross-cultural Ministry sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in partner-
ship with individuals and communities, through mutual witness, nurture and discipleship. 

Including our wonderful Advent services, there were eight Chapel School Christmas programs this year.  Special 
thanks to our music teachers George Heath and Marcia Kollmann for their tireless and extraordinary work with our 
students and to all of the teachers and teacher aides who do such a great job with our children every day.  Also 
many thanks to Pastors Hartwell and Taylor and to Deb Reiss.  

If you or someone you know is interested in enrolling a student at The Chapel School, please contact the school 
office for information.  We will continue to run Open Houses for parents of prospective students throughout the 
winter and spring.  Many classes are already reaching capacity for the 2008-2009 school year. 

Our next two Open House dates are Friday, January 11th and Friday, February 8th. 

The K-8 Open House begins at 9:00am and the Preschool Open House begins at 1:15pm. 

 

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 
“The Riches of Christ” 

 The season of Epiphany is a time when the Church focuses on bringing the Good News – pro-
claimed by the angels in Bethlehem – to the whole world.  It begins with the Feast of Epiphany 

(January 6), when we hear the story of “wise men” coming from distant lands to worship the infant Jesus, and con-
cludes with the Transfiguration of Our Lord (February 3), when certain apostles were permitted a glimpse of Jesus’ 
divine nature.  After all the festive celebrations of Christmas have run their course, we remember that we have been 
given a precious gift – a gift meant to be shared.  We also bring to the forefront our core value of “social justice and 
helping others.”  We have been blessed by a God who loves us and makes His presence known among us.  There-
fore, we are called to share with St. Paul the mission to bring “the news of the boundless riches of Christ” 
(Ephesians 3:8) to everyone who does not yet know Him. 

 “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1) 
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JANUARY 5-6 – The Feast of the Epiphany 

· Round the Table Carol Sing (rescheduled from    
December 16th) 

· Guest preacher, Rev. Robert Boehler from          
Concordia College 

· Church Undecorating Pizza Party at 12 Noon 

       (Following Round the Table Carol Sing) 

  

 

JANUARY 12-13 – The Baptism of Our Lord 

· Baptismal remembrance 

· Pastor Taylor preaching 

 

 JANUARY 19-20 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 

· Honoring of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

· Pastor Hartwell preaching 
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The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on Saturday   
January 12th, as Contemporary Christian Music, “Psalm 96”  takes the Coffee House stage. 
The Coffee House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The 
Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School /students/Seniors 
$3 with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLC is located at 172 
White Plains Road, Bronxville, New York 10708. For more information  call 914-337-0207 
or www.vlc-ny.org. 

� LET US EXALT HIS NAME TOGETHER ��

The VLC Music Ministry 

��	����

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3). 

YOUTH CHOIR  will rehearse on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on Jan. 3, 10, 
24 and 31 and on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on Jan 13 and 27.  We will also sing at the 9 a.m. service 
on these Sundays.   Also on Epiphany Sunday, Jan 6th, we will rehearse at 10 am and sing at the 10:45 am service.   

CHANCEL CHOIR will rehearse each Thursday in January from 8:00 to 9:15 p.m. and will sing at the 9:00 a.m. 
service on January 13, 20 and 27.  We will rehearse at 9:15 on January 6th in preparation for the Round the Table 
Carol Sing. 

VILLAGE BELLS will resume on Wednesday, January 2, at 7:15 p.m. and continue each Wednesday in January.  
We will work on our scheduling calendar at that time. 

FAITHWALK will rehearse on Mondays, January 7 and 21, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in preparation for worship on 
January 27.  An additional rehearsal may be scheduled for the week of January 14, depending on availability. 

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss                                                            
at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DReiss@vlc-ny.org 

A Gathering of Friends VIII  
It is with great pleasure that I announce that Casey & Allison 
Galligan have graciously accepted the position as Chairs of 
A Gathering of Friends VIII.    On behalf of the committee 
and all of us at The Chapel School and Village Lutheran 
Church, we extend our thanks and personal appreciation.  
Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell and Mr. James Dhyne extend their 
congratulations and full support for Casey and Allison as 
they take on the leadership of this flag ship fund raising 
event.  Jeanette Van Duyne will provide administrative assis-
tance to Casey and Allison in their work as chairpersons.  I 
know we will all work with them to create another record 
breaking “gathering” in 2008.  

With appreciation and thanks to Casey, Allison and the      
committee…  

Bill Damato, Director of Development 

Upcoming Seniors’ Luncheons:  

January 8: The Rev. Katherine Malin,       
Curate at Christ Church discusses Malawi;  

February 12: Bingo and Chinese Banquet; 

March 11: Eastchester Town Councilperson, 
Vicki C. Ford discusses her trip to India;  

April 15 : Parish Nurse Practitioner Joy      
Elwell discusses health for Seniors;  

May 13: TBD;  

June 10: End of Season Luncheon at                   
Siwanoy.. 

�������		
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Sunday, January 6, *12:00 pm   

Church Un-decorating Party 
*Note the Time Change! 
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II (7th Grade) and 
Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group .  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will be the primary leaders 
of this group.  Finally, the Crusader Youth Group will be led by Ms. Amanda Lavoie for grades 9 - 12 .  Contact Pastor 
Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth groups. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6   

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  Our meeting place this month is in the Lunch 
Room.  We will meet on January 3, 10 and 24.  Any questions??  Please call Erika at  (914) 395-1954 or tyandbash@aol.com. 

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 

Lifer Youth, (grades 7 & 8) meet on most Thursday evenings from 6:00pm - 7:00pm in the Art Room for confirmation.  
Confirmands are reminded to complete their worship reports and turn them in. There are ten reports required for this year. 
Questions? Please contact Pastor Taylor at dtaylor@vlc-ny.org or at 337-0207x1021. 

 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 

Upcoming Events:  

Sunday, January 5th– Crusaders assist with un-decorating the church 

Sunday, January 13th-10:30am meeting in Youth Room 

For more information watch the Sunday bulletin or contact Amanda Lavoie at 914-337-0207 (1029) or 
Alavoie@thechapelschool.org.   

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss                                                                              

�

New at the Piano Bookshop: 
Looking for a great video that reinforces   
Christian values without sacrificing plot and 
creative movie making? Check out these     
favorites: 

Facing Giants DVD 

Amazing Grace DVD 

The Lutheran Handbook: A tongue in cheek look at be-
coming and being Lutheran. 

Luther's Small Catechism: Understand the heart of Luther-
anism plus discover the         implications of  Lutheran 
teaching for modern life with a complete question and an-
swer section. 

The Select Choir CD: Pick up Cantor Heath and the Select 
Choir’s premier CD featuring favorites including music for 
the holidays.  Gift Baskets and holiday items 50% off. 

Note the Date Change: 

The Round-the-Table Carol Sing           
has been rescheduled to Epiphany Sunday,      
January 6 at 10:45 am.  Please join us in praising 
the new born King in word and songs. 

 

And immediately following... 
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Matthew 2:1-2 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east 
and have come to worship him." 

The passage above is from the Gospel reading for the Feast of the Epiphany. This is the culmi-
nation of the season of Advent and Christmas. In Advent, we prepared for the coming of the 
Christ Child. At Christmas, we celebrated the birth of the Christ Child, Jesus. On Epiphany, we 
celebrate the visit of the Magi, who come to visit Jesus and worship Him. What an interesting 
way to bring the celebration of the birth of Jesus to a close, by having these unique visitors from 

another country (or countries) to pay homage to Jesus. It is truly an evangelism moment! 

God demonstrates His universal love for His world with this story. Until this time, one could claim that God 
would simply be serving His chosen people, the children of Israel, in bringing salvation. Both St. Mary, the 
mother of our Lord, and St. Joseph, the guardian of our Lord, were from this lineage. Now however, we have 
Magi from the east that come with a specific purpose, namely, to worship Jesus! It is a marvelous moment - 
one that we can praise God for, one that should inspire us to share the Gospel message with all people. 

Epiphany ushers us outside the box and out into the whole world. The savior who is born has come to rescue 
the whole world. The sky itself announces the message to those in other lands so that they too have occasion 
to worship and celebrate the birth of the world’s savior. I hope that what this says to us is that we are called to 
share this message too – to those outside of our box. We are called to be the stars that shine with the message 
of salvation, life and hope to a world so desperate for it. 

May your Epiphany celebrations lift you up to shine with the message of God’s love for His world through 
His precious Son, our Savior Jesus! 

God bless you! 

Pastor Taylor 
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Demographics Study: Lutheran Church          
Extension Fund (LCEF) Atlantic District Vice 
President Peter Labenberg will lead a presenta-
tion of the   demographics of the congregation and             
community. The study is designed to help us do a       
5-10 year plan. Trustees, Ministry Staff, Dea-
cons, key leaders and all interested members, 
school families  and worshippers are invited to be 
a part. The presentation will be held at Village Lu-
theran Church on Saturday, January 12 from 9 am 
to Noon with a Continental Breakfast  at 8:30 am.   
Please join us! 

 

Dates for our future Voters’ Meetings -  

January 27, 2008;  

April 6, 2008 and  

June 8, 2008.  

All on Sundays at 12 noon in the          
Multi-Purpose Room.  



�

�

�

�

 

PAGE 7 

�����Parish Health News�

Health tip from your Parish Health Practitioner Joy Elwell - If there were not enough reasons to avoid weight 
gain, the American College of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology reported at their latest conference that gaining 
just 5 pounds during 1 year resulted in an exacerbation of asthma, particularly in those with poorly controlled 
asthma. So, if you have asthma (and even if you don’t) be extra careful to avoid “another 5 pounds”! 

Yoga is held on Mondays at 7 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Rm. Cost $10. Call Faith Forliano 725-8035. 

St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring 
initiative for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica’s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit 
the growing family. We ask for your help in the following ways:   

If you are expecting a child through pregnancy or adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when 
your child is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers. 

The VLC is a proud member of the Lutheran Counseling Centers (LCC) Membership Assistance Program 
(MAP).  VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session. (For up 
to 4 sessions). Major health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and LCC uses a sliding scale. 
Call Pastor Hartwell at 337-0207 (1022).   

LWML Mite Boxes - named for the widow in 
Mark 12 who gave her last mite to God, this small purple 
box, much like a bank, can be used to  collect small 
change or large bills. Bring the box back to church and 
empty it into the large mite box in the Multi-Purpose 
Room. The money is then sent to the LWML and is used 
to support 8 local mission  projects, as well as several 
national mission  projects. Many pennies can add up to 
big bucks, so please help in this effort. Mite boxes can 
be picked up on the piano in the Multi-Purpose Room. 

Early Ash Wednesday Alert! Ash Wednesday is February 6 this year which means it is al-
ready time to announce that all 5th - 8th Graders and their parent(s) or guardian(s) are in-
vited to attend VLC 1st Holy Communion Classes which will meet on Wednesdays during 
Lent from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Classes will meet Wednesdays in  February (13, 27) and in 
March (5 and 12). The Early First Communion Lock-in will be a Leap Year Lock-In on 
Friday, February 29.  The classes instruct the children on the meaning of this Christian 
Sacrament and prepares them to receive 1st Holy Communion at a special Service 
on March 9, 2008 (at 10:45 AM). If you would like information call Pastor Hartwell at 
(914) 337-0207, ext. 1022 or PastorH@vlc-ny.org.  

News From                                               
Trinity Lutheran Church in            

Hawthorne:  
Many of you know that Village Lutheran Church has 
been providing pastoral oversight of Trinity        
Hawthorne and their Parochial Deacon Anders 
Strindberg for the past two years. Beginning in   
January, they are moving ahead with a new plan for 
pastoral coverage.  Parochial Deacon Strindberg will 
transfer to the congregation and assist as a lay     
deacon in this new phase. May God Bless our Broth-
ers and Sisters at our sister parish in this new and 
exciting phase of ministry. 
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 Memorial/Honored Gifts                       
were received from:                                          

Mr. David Bruce                                                           
In memory of Carol Bruce Lanfair  

 Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hartwell                                
In memory of Carol Bruce Lanfair  

 Mrs. Margaret Hover                                                   
In memory of Hans Hover 

 Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Zaza                                        
In honor of the baptism of Emerson Zaza 

 Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert Hartwell                            
In honor of the baptism of Nina Rose Paul 

 Mr. and Mrs. John Senno                                               
In honor of Pastor Zwernemann 
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Saturdays at 5:30 pm, Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.      

Sunday School is held during the 9 am  service. 

�  

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Eighth Annual 

A Gathering of Friends VIII 

Gala Auction and Dinner 

Friday, March 7, 2008 

Glen Island Harbour Club, New Rochelle 

A Gathering of Friends is a major fundraising event for 
Village Lutheran Church                                                           
and The Chapel School. 

Cocktails, Dinner, and Dancing  

Silent and Live Auctions 

Net proceeds in 2007—$100,000 


