
�

�

Straight from the Hart 
                         By Rev. Dr . Rober t Har twell 

With the help of a VLC member and personal trainer, I began working at trying to 
tone up my muscles. I am doing this for two reasons. As I near the last twenty pounds 
before I reach the “Skinny on Sacrifice”  goal, the weight loss is more challenging. I 
need to build muscle which will (over the long haul) burn more calories than fat. I 
also need to tone up an over 40 body that may be skinnier, but no less saggier (if that 
is even a word). 
 

So I am alternating two workouts, one for upper and one for the lower body. You may 
have noticed that sometimes when I make the sign of the  cross I wince. That's 
because a muscle I never knew I even had is screaming out , "Why are you hurting 
me?" 
 

Of course I may joke about this, but to build and tone muscle is a good thing and a 
worthwhile endeavor. It is hard and challenging work. That is, after all, why I was 
given the Skinny on “Sacrifice Challenge”  by our donor. Someone who loves this 
ministry wanted to make sure every church member, school family and community 
person would see, in object lesson form, what I would be willing to do for the 
ministry I love. 
 

We shy away from hard work though, don't we? When a relationship takes tears and 
compromise we want to give up. 
 

When a plan or purpose takes financial sacrifice, we want to give up or give into the 
temptation of easy credit (that is anything but easy to pay back). 
 

When we want a more  meaningful relationship with God, we find that a few extra 
hours on Sunday morning or in the hypnotic glow of the TV flicker is more 
motivating than time in the Word and around the Sacramental table. 
 

But to do anything that is worthwhile takes not just the will, but the willpower and 
perseverance to get it done. 
 

I will likely be limping and wincing all the way to New Year's Eve when I exit 2007 
and enter  2008 by stepping on the scales to try and reach a financial goal that will 
help this ministry for years to come. Will you limp with me to the goals in your life: 
the strain of hard work in that special relationship, the struggle of temperance and 
sacrifice and the spiritual discipline of drawing near to God in a more regular way? 
 

When we take on this sacrifice we follow the way of the cross and the path of pain 
that Jesus took. Our journey may pale in comparison to His, but the God of all grace, 
who endured even death on the cross for us, will certainly smile upon us as we take 
up our crosses and follow Him. Go with God and with God's strength. A thought 
about lifting weights and God's power that is straight from the Hart . 
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Worship at                                                        

Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home  

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home Service  
at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale at 2 p.m. on the 2nd   
Monday of the month.  Future services:   June 11�
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The Wednesday Morning Bible Discussion group will 
meet each Wednesday from 10:45 - 12 noon. ªA Life 
God Rewardsº by Bruce Wilkinson will be discussed. 
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
 

We are on break for the summer, but we will     
reconvene Sept 15.  We will meet each 3rd          
Saturday of the month, so mark your calendars 
now!  Be sure to check the next Village Voices 
along with  bulletin announcements as to the next 
book we will explore, and when it will be available 
for purchase at the piano bookstore. 
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June brings us to the close of another school year and, with it, a time for many people to make transitions.  We will 
have many celebrations at the VLC during this month, beginning with our baccalaureate service and concluding with 
Rose Sunday.  As we take time to celebrate accomplishments and prepare for (hopefully) a bit more leisure time, we 
remind ourselves that God is the one who created us and keeps us in His care through all the changes in life.�
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    Unfolding the Rosebud 

It is only a tiny rosebud, 

A flower of God’s design; 

But I cannot unfold the petals 

With these clumsy hands of mine. 
 

The secret of unfolding flowers 

Is not known to such as I. 

GOD opens these petals so sweetly, 

When in my hands they fade and die. 
  

If I cannot unfold a rosebud 

This flower of God’s design, 

Then how can I think I have wisdom 

To unfold this life of mine? 
  

So I’ ll trust in Him for His leading 

Each moment of every day. 

I will look to Him for His guidance 

Each step of the pilgrim way. 
 

The pathway that lies before me, 

Only my Heavenly Father knows. 

I’ ll trust Him to unfold the moments, 

Just as He unfolds the rose. 

Author Unknown 

 JUNE 2-3 – Tr inity Sunday 

x� Baccalaureate Service at 10:45am 

x� Pro Deo et Schola Award 

x� Robert Hess Memorial Order of St. Philip Award 

 

 JUNE 6 – Prayer Service 

x� Final 90/60 Service of Prayer and Thanksgiving 
at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 JUNE 9-10 – Fr iendship Sunday 

x� Invite a friend to worship 

x� Church and school picnic at noon 

x� First stewardship commitment weekend 

 

 JUNE 16-17 – Third Sunday after  Pentecost 

x� Celebrate Father' s Day 

x� Second stewardship commitment weekend 

 

 JUNE 23-24 ± Rose Sunday 

x� Celebrate Christmas in June� 

x� Sunday School Recognitions and Awards at 
9:00 am 
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Confirmation Celebrations! 

 

 
 

On Sunday, May 20 and Saturday, May 26                                      
nine Confirmands  received the                            

Rite of Confirmation.  

Please join us in praying for and celebrating  
the  faith of : 

 Melissa DeMaio, Evan Durkin,  

Hannah Geiling, Alexander Hartwell,  

Hannah Hartwell, Christopher Losapio,  

Rachel Palumbo, Molly Warnken,  

and Lara Florek 

Worship at                                                        

The Chapel School will be celebrating our eighth grade baccalaureate on Sunday, June 3, 2007 at 
10:45a.m. and our eighth grade graduation on Saturday, June 9, 2007 at 2:00 p.m.  This class, some of 
whom have been at The Chapel School since preschool, will be the last of our smallest classes.  Chapel 
School has increased enrollment each of the last seven years, and will continue to do so next year as we 
continue to grow from the lower grades on up.  We congratulate all of our graduates in the class of 
2007.   

We send our best wishes to the following students as they move on to high school next year:                           
Abdul-Malik Akbar, Alanna Furscich, Samantha Gregory, Francesca Kabemba, Emma Tashoff,                 
Molly Warnken and Timothy Watts.   

 

There are several important dates during the month of June here at The Chapel School.  Please join us on the  following dates: 

June 3rd – Baccalaureate Service at 10:45 a.m. service at VLC. 

June 9th – Grade 8 Graduation Service at 3:00 p.m. at VLC. 

June 19th – Sixth Annual Chapel School Golf Outing at Leewood Golf Club. 

Registration and Sponsorship brochures are available for our annual Chapel School Golf Outing which is all set 
for Tuesday, June 19,  2007 at Leewood Golf Club.   EVEN if you do not golf, join us for dinner.  The 
WPLJ/ABC team of Todd Pettengill and Bill Evans will be our hosts and masters of ceremonies for the           
dinner/raffle drawing/ and auction.  RSI Sports Memorabilia will again be offering great silent auction items. 
Some friends of the VLC & CS have already stepped forward to sponsor parts of the outing, however, we are still 
looking for more sponsors, raffle prizes and, of course, players.  If you are interested in sponsoring, or if you 
know of someone or some company who might be interested, please contact Jim Dhyne at 337-3202.   

There are still openings in The Chapel School Summer Programs.  Our program will be offered to children ages 3 through 10.  
Mrs. Lynn Lena is our Director of  Summer Programs and a number of Chapel School faculty members will be working with 
her.  There will be 8 weeks of flexible scheduling throughout the summer.  Brochures are available in the office. 

There are still openings for certain grades at The Chapel School next year.  If you know of anyone who might be interested in 
having their child attend The Chapel School next year, please encourage them to call the school for information.  
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Mission Rally:  
Join us for an evening of fellowship and 
Ablaze! mission education on Tuesday, 

June 26. These June Rallies will provide 
an opportunity to share information about Ablaze! mission 
projects in your circuit, our district and worldwide! We will 
explain how the national Fan into Flame campaign will 
help move Ablaze! forward.  We are asking every          
congregation in the Atlantic District to run a Fan into  
Flame Appeal this fall and with over $120,000 in          
leadership gifts already raised, we are off to a great start. 

Come join us and find out how you can be Ablaze! The 
Mission Rally for the Bronx, Manhattan, Westchester  and 
Putnam is Tuesday, June 26 at 7:30 p.m. at The Lutheran 
Church of our Savior in the Bronx. Come and hear          
information about mission needs and opportunities and the 
many ways Fan into Flame is helping to set our faith ablaze 
in the Bronx, Manhattan, Westchester  and Putnam. Call 
914-337-5700 (6) for more information. 
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The next VLC Seniors Luncheon will be held on         
Tuesday, June 12 at Siwanoy Country club at 11:30 a.m.  

Cost is $35 per person for this beautiful catered lunch 
with cocktails at our beautiful Bronxville Club. Please 
make your reservations by filling out the tear-off in the 
bulletin or by calling Charlotte Vogt (914-793-1264). 

  

 

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on Saturday,     
June 9 as ªServants of the Shepherdº takes the Coffee House stage. The Coffee House opens at       
6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. 
Cost is $5 per person. College/High School students/Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love offering will 
be taken to offset expenses. The VLC is located at 172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, New York 
10708. For more information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As The VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy us in the 
morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

Youth Choir   will rehearse in the Multi-purpose room on Thursdays, from 7-8p.m. and Sundays,  June 3 and 10 at 8:15a.m.  
We will be singing at the 9 a.m. service on June 3 and 10. 

Chancel Choir  will rehearse from 8:00 to 9:15 p.m. on Thursdays, June 7 and 14,  and sing at the 9:00 a.m. service each 
Sunday in June. 

Village Bells will rehearse from 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 6, and from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 20.  
We will ring in worship for Rose Sunday on June 24. 

All choir  members and musicians are invited to our  annual end-of-year potluck picnic on Thursday, June 21 .  We will 
star t with appetizers on the Great Porch at 6:00 pm and have dinner  at 6:30 pm.  Br ing your  favor ite dish or  beverage. 
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Stewardship of opportunity 

Good stewardship takes in time and opportu-
nity as well as money.  In fact, Galatians 6:10 
says pointedly, “  therefore, as we have      
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially 

to those who are of the household of faith.”   We must  
manage our opportunities just as faithfully as our money.   

Some say ªopportunity knocks only onceº.  But many      
opportunities come to us again and again.  Many could tell 
of repeated chances to do something, which were put off 
until the opportunity came no more.  The Christian may 
have the opportunity to serve in church, an opening in             
conversation to speak wisdom or witness, the chance to 
build the church or bless alike, or even to change the world 
around him.  Or, it may be an opportunity to give             
financially, and further the kingdom through support. 

Good stewardship is about seeing the hand of God in our 
lives, and acting when the moment is right.  The Lord    
challenges us now to support His church, and challenges 
us throughout the day in dozens of ways to serve Him.  
How will you respond to the opportunity He places before 
you? 

ROSE SUNDAY WEEKEND will be held on 
Saturday, June 23 and Sunday, June 24 at all services. 
This special Christmas in June  service will feature      
special music and a beautiful display of 
roses from the gardens of VLC and Chapel 
School families.  

Please mark the day and keep your roses in 
shape for the big day.  



�

�

�

�
3 $ * ( � � �

-XQH�

� � � � �

The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3  - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II 
(7th Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor 
will be the primary leaders of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group will be led by Ms. Amanda Lavoie 
for grades 9 - 12 .  Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth groups. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6 

 Meetings for June…. 
Thursday, June 7th, 14th* and 21st,  2007!! 

Multi-Purpose Room ~ 6 – 7 PM 
�

�*For the May 14th meeting, we will be welcoming our new third graders! !   This will be a fun ice cream meeting.  
Please plan to attend if you are able! !   

 

Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever 
activity you can.  Any questions??  Please call Erika at  (914) 395-1954 or tyandbash@aol.com.  
�

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 
 

Congratulations to our Confirmation Class of 2007: Melissa DeMaio, Evan Durkin, Lara Florek, Hannah Geiling, 
Alexander Hartwell, Hannah Hartwell, Christopher Losapio, Rachel Palumbo, and Molly Warnken. We continue to 
thank God for you and pray for His everlasting blessings upon you all! A special thanks to our 7th grade families for 
hosting the reception for Confirmation after the 10:45am service on Sunday May 20th.  

We look forward to the start-up of Confirmation Class for the year 2007-2008, beginning in September. For 
additional information please contact Pastor Taylor at dtaylor@vlc-ny.org or (914) 337-0207x1021. 

 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 

Next Summer (July 28 ±  August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  
Once again this will be held in Orlando, Florida!!   
 

�
��LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 ± 12 

 
�ZAP ~ This is an Atlantic District Program, which connects Youth of Confirmation age and older and 
begins to give them practical, hands-on, relational experience in missions, service and church work.  The 
District will offer three weekends during the school year for these workshops.  This will culminate in an 
opportunity for the youth to run a week of Vacation Bible School this summer.  For more information,  
please contact Pastor Taylor at 914-337-3202 (1021) or DTaylor@vlc-ny.org. �



�

�

�

�

  

  

�

) URP �D�FKXUFK�EXOOHWLQ�LQ�$ XVWUDOLD� �

 The Pit 
A man fell into a pit and couldn' t get himself out. 
A subjective person came along and said, ªI feel for you down there.º 
An objective person walked by and said, ªIt' s logical that someone would fall down there.º 
A Pharisee said, ªOnly bad people fall into pits.º 
A mathematician calculated how he fell into the pit. 
A new reporter wanted the exclusive story on the pit. 
An IRS agent asked if he was paying taxes on the pit. 
A self-pitying person said, ªYou haven' t seen anything until you' ve seen my pit!º 
A fire-and-brimstone preacher said, ªYou deserve your pit.º 
A Christian Scientist observed, ªThe pit is just in your mind.º 
A psychologist noted, ªYour mother and father are to blame for your being in the pit.º 
A self-esteem therapist said, ªBelieve in yourself and you can get out of that pit.º 
An optimist said, ªThings could be worse.º 
A pessimist claimed, ªThings will get worse.º 
Jesus, seeing the man, took him by the hand and lifted him out of the pit.   

�

It speaks volumes, does it not? Depending on the time of day or what is going on around us, we can hear ourselves 
speaking the words of each one of those categories. Well, maybe we would not sound like all of them, but probably 
most of them. We have a tendency to see things and form a judgment about the situation and the person. It is our na-
ture. Oh, how wonderful it would be if we always had the nature of Christ! 
 

Often in life, we are brought to situations that give us an opportunity to react and respond. How often do we respond 
in ways which we question after all is said and done. How wonderful it would be if we always reacted the way Jesus 
reacts! 
 

We are blessed this June 10th to have a wonderful opportunity to lift someone up who may be in a pit. June 10th is our 
Friendship Sunday, a day that invites us to bring a friend to church. We can bring them to one of our worship        
services, and then bring them to fellowship with us at our church and school picnic.  
 

So often we think of people who we know who do not attend a church. We may pray for them, think about inviting 
them, wonder if this would be the best time to have them join us for worship, but never take the next step that is to 
invite them! Now is the time! We are blessed to have a wonderful weekend where friends in pits can receive our   
extended hands to join us for worship and fun. Let' s take that step together for the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls! 

In Jesus'  name, 

Pastor Taylor 
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         June is National Men's Health Month 

This year, an estimated 675,300 American men or boys will be diagnosed with cancer.  More than 
half of those handed this devastating news will beat the disease.    

The three male-only cancers - prostate, testicular, and penile - have  high survival rates even 
though the long and short term side effects of treatment can have significant effects on quality of life.   

Men have a higher incidence than women of other cancers such as lung, liver, bladder and kidney cancer. It is not 
uncommon for these cancers to   have progressed by the time they are detected.    

Because early detection is the key to long-term survival with most cancers, regular screening in at-risk popula-
tions and vigilant attention to changes in one's own body are supremely important.  An annual check-up is the 
perfect opportunity to be screened for these cancers. Why not schedule a check-up for the men in your life (or for 
yourself); be sure to ask your primary care provider about cancer screening at the visit! 

St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. 
A caring initiative for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica'  s Circle will pro-
vide 5 meals to benefit the growing family. We ask for your help in the following ways:   

I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-
0207 when your child is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers.   

I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica’s Circle, you will be asked to prepare and deliver one dinner 
to the happy family on a rotating basis.  

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY  
On Sunday, June 3 at 10:45 am, we 
will celebrate the accomplishments 
of all of this years graduates. The 
Chapel School 8th Graders are in-
vited to robe and process at the 

10:45 a.m. service, and all graduates will receive a 
small gift from the church. We would also like to 
acknowledge the names and schools of the 2007 
graduates from any high school, college or graduate 
school. Please fill out the Baccalaureate information 
on the tear-off form in the church bulletin and put it 
in the offering plate, or contact the Church Office at 
914-337-0207, x 1003. 
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This year, kick off your summer with an old-fashioned family picnic with fellow church members 
and Chapel School families.  Join us for this annual fun-filled  afternoon including grilling, 
games, snow cones, music, an inflatable bouncy house and, most of all, meeting new church and 
school families. All you need to bring is your favorite picnic side dish, salad or dessert to share 
and drinks for your family. We provide everything else, including hot dogs and hamburgers with 
all  of your favorite toppings! We can use you to help make this wonderful event happen! Could 
you help set up after the 9:00 a.m. service on June 10th?  Are you a ªMaster of the Grillº?            

Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 10 at noon, here at VLC, rain or shine! 

Congratulations            
 

Deacon in Training Timothy Elwell and                     
Carol Pfizenmaier graduated from the               
Atlantic District Deacon Program on Saturday,      
May 19 at a Special Atlantic District Graduation      
Service.  Our Deacons in Training must now        
complete their internship and then will be      
commissioned Deacons at the VLC. 
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 Memor ial/Honored Gifts were received from:                                            

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Franco 

In memory of Gary Bevers 

 
 Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Podoll 

In honor of the baptisms of                                  
Nora and Henry Podoll 
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THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 
172 White Plains Road 
Bronxville, New York 10708 
 

www.VLC-NY.org 
www.TheChapelSchool.org 
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Service of Prayer  and Healing                                  
Wednesday, June 6 at 7 p.m. 

VLC &  Chapel School Picnic                                       
Sunday, June 10 at 12 Noon 

VLC &  Chapel Golf Outing                                                   
Leewood Golf Club, Tuesday, June 19 


