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Continuing our  six-part column exploring areas that I believe 
God would have us grow in, this month I would have us 
consider our place in the holy catholic church. It is possible to 
misunderstand the word catholic since it often used as a 
shortened way of saying Roman Catholic, the name of the 
largest denomination of Christianity. I do not mean to say that I 
feel we should become more Roman Catholic.   

In the creeds, the words that have been translated “holy 
CHRISTIAN church”  in our hymnal are more precisely 
translated as “holy CATHOLIC church.”  I would assert that 
the editors of the hymnal have translated the word “Christian”  
rather than “catholic”  mainly because people misunderstand 
the term. I believe the hymn editors misjudged our ability to 

understand the distinction between Roman Catholic and catholic. The word 
“catholic”  is an ancient word that describes the universal Christian Church, 
meaning, the true invisible church of Christ, purchased by Jesus on the Cross.   

This catholic church is not able to be contained in one human-led organization, but 
this true church is found wherever the Word of God is preached in purity and the 
Sacraments are rightly administered. It is our firm belief that Village Lutheran 
Church is a place where the catholic church  is seen and expressed through this 
faithful sharing. We are catholic. 

 Some important lessons come to mind. First, the Reformation did not seek to start a 
new church but to return the church to its catholic (universal) past. Understood this 
way, calling us a protestant (protesting) church is not totally accurate. Rather we 
would see ourselves as a reform movement of the one holy and catholic church 
which is part of, and not outside, of this true, yet invisible, fellowship created by 
Christ. 

Growing in our understanding of our place in the catholic church also reminds us we 
are not the only Christian church but rather we are a part of a larger church made-up 
of sisters and brothers in Christ created and nurtured by the Word and Sacraments. 
We may, at times, need to speak up and make sure the universal church hears a 
constant need to “ reform”  (more about that next month) but we do not feel we have 
the lone truth and that all others are outside of God’s grace. We, along with the 
baptized from apostolic times, “believe in the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins and the life everlasting.”  Grant this Lord unto us 
all. A thought about being catholic that is straight from the Hart  
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We value our strong      
commitment to the         

communities we serve.  

� SPECI AL  POI NTS OF 
I NTEREST : �

x� Voter’s Meeting,  
June 8 

x� Annual Church and 
School Picnic, June 1 

x� Baccalaureate      
Sunday, June 8 

x� “ Read through the 
Bible in a year 

Rev. Dr . Rober t Har twell 
shares a message that is                                        
Straight from the Har t! 
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY/LWML  
  

Women’s Bible Study/LWML – The Women’s Bible 
Study has concluded its study of the Lord’s Prayer and 
is on break for the summer. Please look for further    
information in next month’s edition, as well as in the 
bulletin, for the announcement of the book we will be 
studying beginning next fall, as well as dates.  Mite box 
money will continue to be collected during the summer 
months, so please continue to gather and bring them in. 
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PRAYER SERVICES    

Please join us for a Service of Prayer for Thanksgiving 
and Healing.  These brief times of quiet meditation   
feature personal testimony, music, prayer and            
individual blessing at the altar.  In light of the positive 
response to these services, we will continue to offer 
them on a quarterly basis.  The next service will be 
Monday evening,  June 2, from 7:00-7:45 p.m. 

WORSHIP  

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home Service 
at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale.  Services are held at 
2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future services:    
June 9, July 18, August 11. 

The ADULT BIBLE discussion takes place on 
Wednesdays from 10:45 - 12:00 in the Friendship 
room. The Book of Genesis will be discussed.   

This summer we will have a Vacation Bible School for children who will be entering 
Kindergarten through 6th grade in September. Our theme this year will be ‘The Quest 
for  Truth’ .  It will be held at Village  Lutheran Church, from Sunday, July 13th until 
Thursday, July 17th.  Each evening, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., we will enjoy games, arts and 
crafts, snacks, music, group Bible study, fellowship and lots of laughter!  We are looking 
for committed volunteers to head and assist with small groups, as well as assist with spe-
cific centers, such as  music, snacks or art. We are looking for volunteers of all ages, 

from entering 7th grade through the senior years. Please expect to have meetings before the start of VBS. If you 
are interested in helping or having your child   attend VBS, please e-mail Ann Terenzio at victer@mac.com or 
ATERENZIO@thechapelschool.org. or call Ann, either at home at (914) 667-4035 or at work at (914) 337-0207 
ext. 1112 and leave a message. We will also be accepting grocery store gift cards, to use for snacks and other 
items. These can be placed in Ann Terenzio' s  mailbox, at VLC/Chapel School or placed in the offering.  We are 
looking forward to seeing you there! 

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY - On Sunday, June 8 at 10:45 a.m., we will celebrate the             
accomplishments of all of this year' s graduates. The Chapel School 8th Graders are invited to robe and 
process at the 10:45 a.m. service, and all graduates will receive a small gift from the church. We would 
also like to acknowledge the names and schools of the 2008 graduates from any high school, college or 
graduate school. Please fill out the Baccalaureate information on the tear-off form in the church bulletin 

and put it in the offering plate, or contact the church office at 914-337-0207 x1003��

 
ANNUAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL PICNIC - SUNDAY, JUNE 1st. Join over 200 VLC and Chapel School 
families for our 5th annual picnic on Sunday, June 1st! We will be grilling hot dogs and hamburgers with all of your 
favorite toppings beginning at noon. All you need to bring is a picnic side dish or dessert to share. 
Water and lemonade are also provided. Sno-cones, games, prizes, water balloons and a ªbounce 
houseº will provide fun for the whole family while you relax and spend an afternoon with fellow 
church and school members! Can you help mail flyers to new school families? Will you help to 
set up or shop for needed food items? Check the bulletin tear-off for ways that you can help make 
our picnic a success! 
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Each month, we will focus on a question or concern Christians raise in relation to their 
Christian act of stewardship of time, talents and tribute. 

Small Gifts Don’ t Really Matter  

On the contrary, many ministries and churches rely almost entirely on gifts under $100.  It doesn' t take very much 
money to make a significant impact and to encourage those doing the Lord' s work or others in need of funding 
and resources.  When, grateful for their salvation, God' s people give in large numbers, even small gifts add up 
quickly.  This is a common objection among teens.  But if a youth group has 50 members, and everyone gives 
$20, then $1000 can be raised to help support different causes.  In the same way, regular giving in small amounts 
can add up.  Giving $20 a month to an important ministry near to your heart can produce a significant gift over 
time.  Finally, we must remember that the Lord sees our giving.  ªEven a cup of cold water or a visit to a prison 
in His name will be rewarded.”  (Matthew 10:42, 25:34-40) 

FOCUS ON WORSHIP�

ªFollow Meº 

What happens when someone says to you, ªFollow meº?  If you are hopelessly lost, you might be relieved to find 
help and will eagerly follow.  However, if you are not lost or aren' t sure you can trust a stranger, you might shy 
away.  Now imagine yourself in charge of a group of supercharged kids at an amusement park.  You say to them, 
ªFollow me!º and intend to lead them through a great day at the park, but they are so distracted they cannot even 
hear you. 

When Jesus said ªFollow meº to fishermen, tax collectors and other ªsinners,º they dropped everything and         
followed eagerly.  The ones who did not trust Jesus enough to follow Him were the well-educated, ªreligiousº     
people.  And when the disciples went out into their communities, there were many who could not hear their        
message over the din of life.  We have been called to follow Jesus and to be a light for others who do not yet know 
Him.  May our worship be a witness and draw the people around us to find peace and new life in Christ.�

�As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector ’s booth.  “ Follow 
me,”  He told him, and Matthew got up and followed Him.  (Matthew 9:9)�
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MAY 31 – JUNE 1 – Third Sunday after  Pentecost 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

x� Church and school picnic at noon on Sunday 
 

 JUNE 2 – Prayer Service 

x� Quiet liturgy of prayer and praise at 7:00 p.m. 

x� Personal prayer time at the altar with Pastor Hartwell 
 

 JUNE 7-8 – Four th Sunday after  Pentecost 

x� Baccalaureate service to honor all graduates at 10:45 a.m. 

x� Rev. Dr. Patrick Bayens preaching 

 

 JUNE 14-15 – Fifth Sunday after  Pentecost 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

x� Special music with FaithWalk and Chancel and Youth 
Choirs 
 

 JUNE 21-22 – Sixth Sunday after  Pentecost/Rose Sunday 

x� Rose Sunday celebrations with Christmas music 

x� Volunteer Appreciation Weekend 
 

 JUNE 28-29 – Seventh Sunday after  Pentecost 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

x� Sunday School closing celebration at 9:00 a.m. 
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The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on       
Saturday June 14 as  Christian Music, ªServants of the Shepherdº take the Coffee House stage.  The    
Coffee House opens at 7 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins at 
7:30 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School /students/Seniors $3 with valid ID and children 
$2. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLC is located at 172 White Plains Road,             
Bronxville, New York 10708. For more information  call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 

 Open at        
7 pm 

´LET US EXALT HIS NAME TOGETHERµ�

The VLC Music Ministry 

3$ * ( �� �

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3). 

YOUTH CHOIR will rehearse on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on June 1, 8 and 15.  We will also sing at 
the 9 a.m. service on these Sundays.   Thursday, June 12 will be our last rehearsal from 7 to 8 p.m. and our ice cream 
party!  

CHANCEL CHOIR will sing at the 9:00 a.m. service on June 1, 8, 15, and 22.  We will have a regular rehearsal on 
Thursday, June 12. 
 

VILLAGE BELLS will rehearse on Wednesdays, June 4 and 18, at 7:15 p.m. and will ring in worship on                
June 1 and 22. 
 

FAITHWALK will rehearse on Tuesdays, June 3 and 10, at 7:00 p.m. and will participate in worship on June 15. 

The end-of-year  music ministry picnic will take place on Thursday, June 19, at 6:00 pm on the Great Porch.  All adult 
choir/ensemble members are invited to bring their families plus a dish to share. 

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss                                                            
at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DReiss@vlc-ny.org 

Upcoming Seniors’  Luncheon:  

June 10,  2008        

 

 

 
 

The end of the season VLC Seniors      
Luncheon will be held on Tuesday, June 10 

at Siwanoy Country Club at 11:30 a.m.  

The cost is $35 per person for this beautifully 
catered lunch with cocktails at our lovely 
Bronxville Club. Please make your reservations 
by filling out the tear-off in the bulletin or by 
calling the church office 914-337-0207��

7KH�́ 9LOODJHµ�6HQLRUV� SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

Continue with the spirit of giving by feeding God's hungry 
children at a New Rochelle soup kitchen. Volunteer 
"Angel Cooks" needed to provide a portion of a meal once 
a month. Easy entrees (selected by the soup kitchen), or 
frozen veggies or salad & salad dressing - once a month. 
For your convenience, items can be dropped off at the 
VLC. Contact Marion Scaramuzzino at 961-9462 or 
Camille Strawbridge at 961-7325 after 6:00 p.m. for       
information. 

BLESSING BASKET - The VLC maintains a "Blessing 
Basket" in the Friendship Room to collect non-perishable 
food items for charity. Items that are needed at ECAP: Oat-
meal, pasta, dry milk, bags of dry beans, canned soups, 
canned meats, canned vegetables and canned fruit in light 
syrup. And for the children after school: boxes of fruit 
juice, individual apple sauces and fruits and crackers. 
Please leave your donations directly in the basket which is 
located under the piano.  
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II (7th Grade) and 
Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the L ifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will be the primary leaders 
of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group will be for students in grades 9-12 and Grant Geiling is the primary leader 
for this group.  Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about all our Youth groups. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6   

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  Our meeting place this month is in the Lunch 
Room.  We will meet on June 12,19, and 26.  We will welcome 3rd graders at the June 26th meeting.  Please contact Erika 
Shultz at tyandbash@aol.com with any questions. 

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8  

For information about the Lifers and fall confirmation classes,  please contact Pastor Deric Taylor at 914-337-0207 ext 1021 
or DTaylor@vlc-ny.org.   

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 –12 

There will be a meeting  Thursday 6/12  at 7:00 pm in the  Youth Room 

MEET ST. JAMES!  A Study of the Book and Real Wor ld Teaching of St. James.  We meet in the Youth Room on 
Sunday, June 15 at 10:30 am. The topic this month will be “ Sticks and Stonesª (James 3:3-8).  8th grade Lifers are also 
invited to attend.  For more information, please contact Grant Geiling at ggeiling@musicarts.com 

All LIFERS and CRUSADERS 

Lake Compounce Amusement/Water  Park:  Monday, June 30 at 9 am (meet at Church).  Arrive home about 10 pm.  
Drivers and Chaperones needed.  $35 per person plus lunch and dinner money at the park.  Free unlimited soda is included in 
the park admission fee.  This is also a water park so bring your swim gear. http://www.lakecompounce.com Rain date: July 1. 

Volunteers are still welcome for the Quest for  Truth Vacation Bible Study July 13-17, 2008  7-9pm.  If you are interested 
in helping out with games, Bible stories, prop design, music and more, please contact Ann Terenzio at 914-337-0207 ext. 
1112 or ATerenzio@thechapelschool.org.  See you there!  

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss                                                                              

�

Transportation for Worship Ministry 
The Village Lutheran Church is seeking      
volunteers to assist in Transportation for    
Worship Ministry, which will be forming in the 
near future. Volunteers are needed to transport 

homebound VLC members, or other members who for 
various reasons are unable to attend church services. 
This Ministry can be of great value to our elderly       
homebound members who desire to attend service and 
re-connect with fellow VLC members. If you can help, 
or if you have any questions, please e-mail Deacon    
Victor Terenzio at victer@mac.com.�

LWML Mite Box News  
 

Every penny counts and this saying is so true. Within the 
last two years, the L.W.M.L.  Atlantic District ªmite 
boxesº raised $114,790. These funds went to support 
eight different missions projects.  Mite Boxes can be  
obtained in the multi-purpose room on the piano. Fill the 
box with loose change and return to the large Mite Box 
on the piano for collection. Blessings and thanks to all 
who have participated. To God be the glory. 
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You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy;  at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore. Psalm 16:11 (ESV) 

God desires us to have fun. He wants us to laugh. He wants us to enjoy the life He has given us. Laughter 
involves us many times laughing at ourselves.  

Garrison Keillor, American author and for a portion of his life a Lutheran, gives us a reason to laugh at 
ourselves. Please enjoy the piece below, which I received from a friend. I hope it will stir some conversa-
tion, sharing, and laughter even if you are not Lutheran, (but if you are reading this, you probably know 
us pretty well!) 

 SINGING WITH THE LUTHERANS  
by Garrison Keillor   

 The following list was complied by a 20th century Lutheran who,  observing other Lutherans, wrote 
down exactly what he saw or heard:  
  
 1) Lutherans believe in prayer but would practically die if you asked them to pray out loud.  
 2) Lutherans like to sing except when confronted with a hymn with more than four stanzas.  
 3) Lutherans believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital even if they don't notify them that         
 they are there.   
 4) Lutherans believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially during their stewardship      
 visitation programs or when passing the plate.  
 5) Lutherans drink coffee as if it were another Sacrament.  
 6) Some Lutherans still believe that an ELCA bride and an LCMS groom make for a mixed marriage.  
 7) Lutherans feel guilty for not staying to clean up after their own wedding reception in the              
 Fellowship Hall.  
 8) Lutherans still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season.  
 9) Lutherans believe potlucks are a church requirement.  
 10) Lutherans believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never take themselves too seriously.  

And finally, you know you're a Lutheran when:  
 *You hear something really funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as you can!  
 * It's 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee after the service.  
 *Doughnuts are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee.  
 *The communion cabinet is open to all, but the coffee cabinet is locked up tight.  
 *All your relatives graduated from a school named Concordia.  
 *When you watch a "Star Wars" movie and they say, "May the force be with you," you respond, "and    
also with you." 

In His service, 

Pastor Taylor  
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The Chapel School will be celebrating our eighth grade baccalaureate on Sunday, June 8, 2008 at 10:45 am and 
our eighth grade graduation on Saturday, June 14, 2008 at 2:00 pm.   We congratulate all of our graduates in the 
class of 2008.  We send our best wishes to the following students as they move on to high school next year.                                        

The Chapel School Graduating Class of 2008 

Angelique Bason - Our Lady of Good Counsel (White Plains, NY), Michael Berman- Salesian High School (New Rochelle, NY), 
Mecca Best- Mt. Vernon High School (Mt. Vernon, NY), Tanisha Campbell- Maria Regina High School (Hartsdale, NY),          
Alexander Cottrell- Fordham Prep (Bronx, NY), Jessica Divi- Our Lady of Victory (Dobbs Ferry, NY), Brinsley Johnson- Iona Prep 
(New Rochelle, NY), Michelle Johnson- Maria Regina High School (Hartsdale, NY), Gordon Miller- Iona Prep (New Rochelle, 
NY), Melissa Montoni- School of the Holy Child (Rye, NY), Riana Moore- Convent of the Sacred Heart (Greenwich, CT),         
Maia Nunes- Our Lady of Good Counsel (White Plains, NY), Rachel Palumbo- Professional Performing Arts High School 
(Manhattan, NY), Alexandra Pouder- Our Lady of Victory (Dobbs Ferry, NY), Natalie Vidal- Our Lady of Good Counsel (White 
Plains, NY) 

 There are several impor tant dates dur ing the month of June.  Please join us on the following dates: 

Congratulations to The Chapel School Select Choir.  Under the direction of Mr. George Heath, they sang the National Anthem at 
Shea Stadium prior to the Mets – Nationals  evening baseball game on Wednesday, May 14, and then came back the next day and 
sang two songs prior to the Mets'  Thursday day game.  The Chapel School could not have been more proud of how well they did 
and how well they represented our school!  

 Registration and Sponsorship brochures are available for our annual Chapel School Golf Outing which is set for Tuesday, June 17,  
2008 at Leewood Golf Club.   EVEN if you do not golf, join us for dinner.  The WPLJ/ABC team of Todd Pettengill and Bill Evans 
will be our hosts and masters of ceremonies for the dinner/raffle drawing/ and auction.  RSI Sports Memorabilia will again be      
offering great silent auction items.   

 There are still openings in The Chapel School Summer Programs.   Mrs. Lynn Lena is our Director of Summer Programs and a 
number of Chapel School faculty members will be working with her.  There will be 8 weeks of flexible scheduling throughout the 
summer.  Brochures are available in the office.  Mad Science is also on our campus throughout the summer.  There are also         
basketball, choir and band programs offered by Michael Schultz and George Heath.  
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June 1 through July 4th is Nation Fireworks Safety month; so, it©s not too early to consider how to enjoy fireworks without endan-
gering our health.  Best idea: Leave the handling of fireworks to the experts. Fireworks are explosives. Period. Every year, hun-
dreds of children and adults lose fingers, hands, eyes, and sometimes their lives when they handle fireworks. 
If, despite this advice, you feel your party will not be complete without fireworks, follow these tips from The National Council on 
Fireworks Safety: 

x� Use fireworks outdoors only. 

x� Obey local laws.  If fireworks are not legal where you live, do not use them! 

x� Always have water handy (a hose or buckets of water) 

x� Only use fireworks as intended.  Don' t try to alter them or combine them. 

x� Never re-light a ªdudº firework (wait 20 minutes and then soak it in a bucket of water) 

x� Use common sense when using fireworks.   Spectators should keep a safe distance from the shooter.  And the shooter should 
wear safety glasses. 

x� Alcohol and fireworks do not mix.  Have a ªdesignated shooter" 

x� Only persons over age 12 should be allowed to handle sparklers of any type. 

x� Do not ever use homemade fireworks or illegal explosives; they can kill you!  

x� Report illegal explosives to the fire or police department in your community. 
The National Council on Fireworks Safety invites you to celebrate our nation' s heritage on the fourth of July, but celebrate safely! 

June 1 – Church/School Picnic 12 Noon 

June 8 – Baccalaureate Service at 10:45 service at VLC. 

June 14 – Grade 8 Graduation Service at 2:00pm at VLC. 

June 17 – Seventh Annual Chapel School Golf Outing at        
Leewood Golf Club. 
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Saturdays at 5:30 pm,    

Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.      

Sunday School is held dur ing the 9 am service. 

 Memor ial/Honored Gifts were received:                                          

Mr. and Mrs. A. Glenn Bevers 

In memory of Gary Bevers  

 
 Mrs. Nina Fellerman 

In memory of Ken  Fellerman  

 
 Mr. Helmut Heyde 

In memory of Carol  Heyde �
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 VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH & 
THE CHAPEL SCHOOL 
172 White Plains Road 
Bronxville, New York 10708 
 

www.VLC-NY.org 
www.TheChapelSchool.org 
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CONGRATULATIONS  
The Graduating Class of 2008 - Faith For liano, 

Betty Rober ts and John Spr ing of 
the Atlantic Distr ict Diaconate - 
requests the honor of your presence at 
the Graduation Liturgy at St. John 
Lutheran Church, 22nd Avenue & 
123rd St. College Point, NY on       

Saturday, June 21, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. A reception will 
follow at the church. Clergy, Deacons, Graduates and 
Students are invited to vest. The color of the day is 
Red. 

 

Future Voters’ Meeting  
June 8, 2008. On Sunday at 12 noon in the  

Multi-Purpose Room.  


