
�

�

Straight from the Hart 
                         By Rev. Dr . Rober t Hartwell 

 

 Many people today have an on-line blog or journal up in cyberspace in what is 
called the “myspace”  craze. 

 “Myspace.com” is the name of a Google company that uses technology to allow 
computer users to create virtual spaces where music, pictures and daily diary-type 

entries can be shared with family, friends and strangers across the globe. There are many 
companies that offer such a service. In fact you can view my blog at 
http://www.shoutlife.com/pastorhartwell or e-mail me at Rhartwell@TheChapelSchool.Org 
or Pastorh@VLC-NY.ORG and I will e-mail you an invitation. My blog shares thoughts 
about my commitment to healthy eating and exercise and updates my weight loss progress. 

More important however than “My Space”  is “MY FAITH.”  I am always so happy and 
impressed when I run across someone’s online blog that gives a great Christian witness. 

In fact, I wonder if Jesus were to judge us by the 
content of our on-line blogs, or by the 
conversations we have at work, or by the things 
that preoccupy our time, worries or finances, what 
would He conclude? What would He discover about our faith? 

Are you one who trusts in Christ alone? All of us may worry every now and again, but have 
you placed your life and all things into Jesus’  nail-scarred hands and do you trust that he will 
be your shepherd in this world and the world to come? 

Are you hungry for the grace of God as He comes through His Word and the Sacraments or 
are you filled up with the things of this world so that God’s Word and divine worship seem 
like boring trifles? 

Are you outwardly directed so that the cries of the victims in Darfur, the voices of the 
discriminated and marginalized in our cities and villages and the needs of the poor and the 
homeless force you to your knees for daily prayer and to your feet for an activist voice or do 
your own needs and desires preoccupy most of your time? 

What does the world see when it sees “My Faith.”   One great thing about “My Space”  is that 
editing the page is as easy as the click of a computer “mouse.”  Our faith life is, of course, 
not so easily upgraded. Yet we are mindful that our loving God has done the most difficult 
part. In baptism He drowned the old woman or old man of sin and recreated us in God’s 
image. He powers us with God’s Holy Spirit and feeds us with the body and blood of Christ 
to give us strength. 

As God’s child, perhaps you can ask Jesus to clarify your witness, to strengthen your faith 
so that all who see you can know that you are following Christ. A thought about “My 
Space”  and our Christian witness that is straight from the Hart. 
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Worship at                                                        

Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home  

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home Service  
at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale at 2 p.m. on the 2nd 
Monday of the month.  Future services:  March 12. 
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The Wednesday Morning Bible Discussion group 
will meet each Wednesday from 10:45 - 12 noon. 
ªA Life God Rewardsº by Bruce Wilkinson will be 
discussed. 
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
Please join us Sat, Mar  17, from 
8:30am-10:30am, for a look at      
another woman of the Bible, 
Herodias, who was Bad and Proud of 
It.  Please read Chapter 6 of Really 
Bad Girls of the Bible, and bring a 

breakfast item to share.  If you haven' t joined us 
yet, it is not too late (no need to read previous   
chapters).  The book is still available at the piano 
book store. 
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�Our midweek Lenten services this year will be taking a look at the role of angels in various Biblical stories and how 
they point to the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will hear about angels from the Old Testament days, 
including Jacob' s vision of angels ascending and descending the heavenly ladder, as well as the familiar angels of 
Christmas and angels who ministered to Jesus and Lazarus.  Please join us for these special Wednesday evening      
services as we prepare ªin solemn wonderº for the great and glorious Day of Resurrection��
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MARCH 3-4 – Second Sunday in Lent/Lutheran 
Schools Sunday 
x� Pastor Hartwell, preaching 

x� Chapel School Choirs singing 

x� Chapel School Award 

MARCH 7 – Midweek Lenten Service 8:00 p.m. 

x� The Seraphim Surround the Throne 

MARCH 10-11 – Third Sunday in Lent 

x� Pastor Hartwell, preaching 

x� Daylight Savings Time begins (clocks ªspringº 
ahead) 

MARCH 14 ± Midweek Lenten Service 8:00 p.m. 

x� The Christmas Angels 

MARCH 17-18 ± Four th Sunday in Lent 
x� Pastor Taylor, preaching 

MARCH 21 ± Midweek Lenten Service 8:00 p.m. 

x� A Fallen Angel 

MARCH 24-25 ± The Annunciation of Our  Lord 
x� Pastor Hartwell, preaching 

x� First Holy Communion at 10:45 a.m. 

MARCH 28 ± Midweek Lenten Service 8:00 p.m. 

x� Reapers at the Final Harvest 

x� Chapel School Choir singing 

MARCH 31/APRIL 1 ± Palm Sunday 

x� Palm Processional 

x� Reading of the Passion According to St. Luke 

Prayer  Thought! 

Let us continue to pray for the soldiers, Ma-
rines, airmen, sailors and special forces who 
put their lives in harm' s way in order to de-

fend our freedoms that God would protect them from all 
danger and lift their spirits during their times of trial. 
Especially pray for Thomas Ferretti, Peter Fromm, Kim-
berly Gray, Nick Lion, Dan Miller, Robert Outlaw, 
Capt. Bradley Rakov, Lt. Christopher Rakov, Nestor 
Rivera, Lt. Paul Shrimp.  
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We have already received many applications for the 2007-2008 school year.  Our most recent 
Open House had a rather large amount of prospective families in attendance.  Some parents 
mentioned they knew a student(s) who already attended our school and heard good things 
from their parents, or a VLC church member recommended the school.  Please continue to 
spread the word to your friends and neighbors regarding enrollment for next year.  Some of 

our classes are at or near capacity already.  It benefits all of our ministry programs to reach capacity at each grade 
level.  If you know of someone who is interested in sending their child to Chapel School, please encourage them to 
proceed quickly with the application process. 

 Chapel School' s Summer Program brochure is now available.   Our program will be offered to children ages 3 
through 10.  Mrs. Lynn Lena is our Director of  Summer Programs and a number of Chapel School faculty members 
will be working with her.  There will be 8 weeks of flexible scheduling throughout the summer.  If you did not    
receive a brochure in the mail, contact the school office and we' ll send you one. 

Planning is well underway for our Seventh Annual Chapel School Golf Outing.  It will again be held at Leewood 
Golf Club on Tuesday, June 19th.  Please save the date and plan on attending.  We have already received a          
commitment from WPLJ' s Todd Pettingill and ABC's Bill Evans to host the dinner after the outing.  Even if you  
do not golf, plan on joining us for cocktails and dinner that evening.  If you would like to serve on the golf outing 
committee, please contact principal Jim Dhyne at 337-3202 ext. 1002.     

We look forward to celebrating National Lutheran Schools Week beginning on Sunday, March 4th and concluding 
activities on Thursday, March 8.  We will be celebrating The Chapel School and the 2007 recipient of The Chapel 
School Award at Lutheran Schools Sunday on  March 4th. 

Our latest chapel offering recipients were Circle of Life Camp, The Oprah Angel Network and Midnight Run.      
Students and teachers will be supporting Lutheran Schools Association through their offerings during the month of 
March.  
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Check out the VLC &  Chapel School Piano Bookshop in the Friendship Room. New for our 
90/60 Year: Two classics from the past! Not reprints. Fresh classic editions: Catechetical Helps (circa 
1961) and The Bible Has the Answer (circa 1971). New children' s and toddler books are also      
available.  Check out our honor bookstore in the Friendship Room on the Piano! 

2007 CHAPEL SCHOOL BOOK FAIR                                                                                                                                      
(Sponsored by the Chapel School PTO) 

             March 28 -30, Multipurpose Room 

  Wednesday, 3/28  8:00am - 4:00pm 

  Thursday, 3/29    8:00 am - 8:00 pm                                                                                           
 (Includes a Family Reading Night) 

   Friday, 3/30   8:00 am - 12:00 noon 

MAIN STREET BOOKS will be our new Book Fair vendor this year, providing an even better quality book    
selection for all ages.  Chapel School and VLC families are invited to attend.   If interested in volunteering to help 
with the Book Fair please contact Chapel School parents Mrs. Kathy Connor-Wareham (395-1696) or              
Mrs. Lisa Black (725-0724). 
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�The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on Saturday, 
March 10 as new group "Diane McKoy and A Small Few" takes the Coffee House stage. The 
group features "Old Time Gospel" and "Blue Grass Country" with a "Soul Fervor." The Cof-
fee House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert 
begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School students/Seniors $3 with 
valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses.  

You are also invited to join us before the Coffee House for a ªNoche Italianoº Dinner (Menu: 
Penne Vodka, Lasagna, Baked Ziti, Salad) from 5-7 PM. Cost is $15 pp/Children Free. Din-
ner includes free admission to the Coffee House. Proceeds from the dinner go to Youth Gath-
ering Youth Fund to help send the youth group to Orlando to the national youth gathering. 

The VLC is located at 172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, New York 10708. For more information call 914-337-
0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 
 

 

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As the VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy us in the 
morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

Youth Choir  Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on Mar 1, 8, 22 and 
29 and on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on Mar 4, 11 and 25.  We will also sing at the 9 a.m. service on 
these Sundays����

Chancel Choir  will rehearse on Thursday evenings from 8:00 to 9:15 p.m. in the church and will sing at the 9:00 
a.m. service on March 11, 18 and 25.  We are looking for additional singers, especially women, to sing in the choir.  
If you like to sing, or know someone who does, please give it a try - you will be blessed to be a blessing. 

Village Bells will rehearse from 7:00 to 7:50 p.m. on Wednesdays during March and will ring in worship on     
March 18. 

FaithWalk will resume after Easter.  Check for further details in April. 

Please contact Debbie Reiss for more information at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 or DREISS@VLC-NY.ORG 
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Annual First Communion Instruction    
Attention Parents of VLC Members, Chapel School Families and  Community Fr iends: 
The VLC's CCD Department will hold the annual First Communion Instruction for students 5th 
Grade and older in the late winter/early spring of 2007. Class times will be Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m. (starting February 28) with a lock-in on Friday, March 23 - 6-10 p.m. 1st Holy Communion 
Service Sunday, March 25 at 10:45 a.m. (Note this change from prior years.) Communion               

instruction is open to all youth 5th grade and older. See Pastor Hartwell for information at 914-337-0207 
(1022) or rhartwell@thechapelschool.org or pastorh@vlc-ny.org. 
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3  - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II 
(7th Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor 
will be the primary leaders of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group will be led by Ms. Amanda LaVoie 
for grades 9 - 12 .  Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth groups. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6 

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  Our usual meeting place is in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  Please enter the building through the main school doors and look for signs if we need to meet 
elsewhere.  Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever 
activity you can.  In March we will meet on the 1st, 15th and 29th.  Any questions??  Please call Erika at              
(914) 395-1954 or tyandbash@aol.com.  
�

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 
 

Lifers continue to meet for confirmation on Thursdays from 6pm -7pm usually in the Art Room. Our Lifers are doing 
well growing in their knowledge of God and His blessings to them. We continue to keep them in our daily prayers! 

As we move closer to the end of this educational year, it is important that the Lifers remain current with their worship 
reports and service hours. There are many worship and service opportunities throughout the Lenten season. Sermons 
from our worship service are available online at our website.  

 

                            CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 

Next Summer (July 28 ±  August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  Once 
again this will be held in Orlando, Florida!!  �

 

The Crusaders will be holding a Pancake Supper  on Wednesday, February 28th.  Come to the Multi-Purpose 
Room anytime between 5:30 and 7:30pm to enjoy pancakes with all the fixin' s to support the Youth Group©s trip to 
the National Youth Gathering in Orlando this summer! $5/child $10/adult 

Come enjoy " Noche I taliano"  before the next Coffee House between 5-7pm on Saturday, March 10th.  $15 per 
person.  There will be choices of baked ziti, penne vodka, and lasagna as well as salad, breads and beverages! 
Proceeds going to the Youth Gathering fund! 

�
��LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 ± 12 

�ZAP ~ This is an Atlantic District Program, which connects Youth of Confirmation age and older and begins to give 
them practical, hands-on, relational experience in missions, service and church work.  The District will offer three 
weekends during the school year for these workshops.  This will culminate in an opportunity for the youth to run a 
week of Vacation Bible School this summer.  For more information,  please contact Pastor Taylor at 914-337-3202 
(1021) or DTaylor@vlc-ny.org. �
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Our new hymnal, The Lutheran Service Book, has a delightful Lenten 
hymn titled, ªOn my Heart Imprint Your Imageº, (LSB #422). The hymn 

is printed in its entirety below: 

 On my heart imprint your image, blessed Jesus, king of grace. That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures, never may 
your work erase.  Let the clear inscription be: Jesus crucified for me. Is my life, my hope’s foundation, and my 
glory and salvation!  

As the words to this hymn resonate in your mind, I hope you are able to ponder on these striking words; Blessed Jesus, king of 
grace, imprint your image, never may your work erase, Jesus crucified for me, my life, my hope’s foundation, etc. What great 
imagery! What great words! What a wonderful hymn for Lent! 

As we also ponder our baptismal call to share the love of Christ in word and deed, a hymn like this one inspires us to strive to 
that goal every day. When we think about all that our Savior did for us by His incarnation, suffering, death, and resurrection, 
we compelled to rejoice! Our God, who created the universe and everything in it, emptied himself so that we might know Him 
as our Lord and friend, as well as enjoy His gracious forgiveness! WOW! It' s amazing! 

Once that message hits home in our lives and we embrace its full meaning, we cannot help but strive to share it with others. A 
great part of the joy these words proclaim is that it is a message God wants His whole world to hear, not just us! 

God calls us to reflect on His message of love, so that we might be inspired to share it daily with others. A hymn like this one 
seeks to help us keep the Lord as the most important thing in our lives, where all other things flow from, which give us      
pleasure and joy.  

Jesus Crucified For Me are words that reflect faith in what God has done. These are words of love and sacrifice. These words 
resound with the merciful heart of God who cares deeply for His people. They are words that confess the Lord' s eternal      
commitment to His children. These are words our Lord desires the whole world to confess, proclaim, and sing daily! 

God has called us to be the instruments that proclaim this message to others. As we go through the Lenten season reflecting 
and repenting, may we not become lost in thought and guilt, but rejoice in the grace given to us, which we are privileged to 
share.  May our eyes be open to the opportunity to share this hymn and its meaning with others, not only with words, but also 
with Christ inspired actions. 

God bless you always! 

Pastor Taylor  
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GLORIA JEAN PINKNEY,  

AUTHOR VISIT, MARCH 15, CHAPEL SCHOOL AND CONCORDIA COLLEGE 

In celebration of Black History and Women' s History month, Chapel School has invited Westchester author,  Gloria 
Jean Pinkney (wife of famous children' s book illustrator Jerry Pinkney), to be a guest speaker for the entire day on 
Thursday, March 15.    She will meet with our Grades K - 8 students during the day at the school in the Multi-purpose 
Room.  At 7:00 pm she will present a program of story and song for school and church families, college students, and 
the general public.  The evening program will be held in the Sommer Center of Concordia College.  Plan to invite 
other family members and friends. 

Gloria wrote two books for children, BACK HOME and THE SUNDAY OUTING, both illustrated by her husband.  
For adults she wrote a Christian devotional book entitled IN THE FOREST OF YOUR  REMEMBRANCE.  Her 
fourth book, MUSIC FROM OUR LORD' S HOLY HEAVEN BOOK AND CD, is a beautiful  collection of     
twenty-two African American spirituals and hymns with a Psalm verse chosen for each to illustrate its meaning.   
Gloria sings all twenty-two selections on the accompanying CD.   All books will be  available for purchase and   
autographing.   Contact Sharon Peterson at Chapel School (914-337-3202, Ext 1007) for more information. 
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During Lent we often consider "giving something up" reflecting on Jesus' sacrifices for us.  From a health perspective, this is 
an opportunity to take control of our health, changing eating habits that are unhealthy.  The fact is, most of us weigh too much. 
According to health care statistics, over half of Americans are overweight. This Lent, let us "give up" those extras - junk food, 
soda, cake. It doesn't matter if we start on Ash Wednesday - the first day of Lent. Any day we start to take control of our health 
is a good day.  

On March 13 at 8pm in the Multi-Purpose Room, Nancy Manister, NP, a member of our Parish Health Cabinet, will offer a 
presentation, "Making Sense of Diet Advice", a discussion of medical advice on healthy eating, and a comparison of the most 
popular diet programs.  This program is free. 

Coffee Hour blood pressure screenings take place monthly, offering a good opportunity to get your blood pressure checked -   
for free - by a registered professional nurse. The next screening will be Sunday, March 25, right after the 9 am worship       
service.�

St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring initiative 
for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica'  s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit the growing family. 
We ask for your help in the following ways:   

I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when your child is 
expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers.   

I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica’s Circle, you will be asked to prepare and deliver one dinner to the happy family 
on a rotating basis.  
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Gather ing of Fr iends Dinner  Auction Glen Island Harbour Club, New Rochelle, Friday, March 2 

Baptismal Reunion Sunday, April 22 at 10:45 a.m. 

VLC Pictor ial Directory &  Por traits (End of April-May) 

Wedding Reunion Sunday, May 6 at 10:45 a.m. 

Ascension Day Service of Prayer  and Healing Thursday, May 17 at 8 p.m. 

Anniversary History Week Activities at the Chapel School, during the month of May.  

VLC &  Chapel Bir thday Par ty  Friday, May 18 (Afternoon) 

Service of Prayer  and Healing Wednesday, June 6 at 7 p.m. 

VLC &  Chapel School Picnic   Sunday, June 10 at 12 Noon 

VLC &  Chapel Golf Outing  Leewood Golf Club, Tuesday, June 19 

Save the date for  the 2007 Holocaust Memor ial Service: Thursday, April 26 at the Vil-
lage Lutheran Church. The civic event will feature a special candle lighting ceremony for Holocaust 
Survivors, participation by members of the local clergy and special music by the Eastchester High 
School Choir and VLC and Concordia musicians and singers. A portion of funds raised in advance of 
the event and from the offering will be used to assist victims of the violence in Darfur and Chad. 
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 Memor ial/Honored Gifts were received from:                                            

Mrs. Dorothy Allen, In memory of Pastor Halter, Doris 
Voester and Al Sudlow. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Glenn Bevers and Christy Bevers, Mrs. 
Maryanne Chambers, Ms. Gina Clark,  Mr. and Mrs. 
Delbert Jennings,  Alison Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kitz, 
Ms. Zelma Lockhart, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pincus,  Mr. 
and Mrs. Lou Tirado, and Victoria Taffe,  In memory of 
Gary John Bevers. 

 Rev. and Mrs. Robert Maschke, In honor of Samuel 
Maschke. 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Palmese, In memory of Geraldine 
Becker. 

Ms. Jennifer Pinto, In memory of Shirley Wrede. 

Mrs. Patricia Taylor, Thanking God for watching over 
my parents. 
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THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 
172 White Plains Road 
Bronxville, New York 10708 
 

www.VLC-NY.org 
www.TheChapelSchool.org 
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SPRING VOTER’S MEETING 
 

The Spring Voters'  Meeting will be held Sunday, 
March 18 at 12 noon in the Friendship Room. New 
Trustees will be elected and the 2007-2008 Budget will 
be presented. The constitutional changes presented at 
the Winter Voters© Assembly will also be brought up 
for the first of two required votes.  


