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Straight from the Hart 
By Rev. Dr . Robert Hartwell 

Ten years ago, as the Associate Pastor at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hicksville, I received phone calls 
about a search Village Lutheran Church was conducting 
for their Associate Pastor.  At around the same time, 
Concordia College was bringing on board Pastor Deric 
Taylor as their Chaplain (and our Adjunct Pastor). It has 
been such a wonderful ten years of growing with you. Clearly, lower Westchester is 
not just the location of the place where the Hartwell's live, but is home in our hearts. 

Something happens at milestones such as these. It reminds me of that ontological 
question asked at the Seder, "Why is this night different from all other nights." I have 
been asking myself, "Why has God sent me here and why do we exist as a 
congregation and school?" Milestones cause us to reflect and prioritize. 

Over the next several months I want to write about the aspects of ministry in this place 
that I think are most pivotal to us. Those aspects include: Our hunger for the bread of 
life; Our urgency for the lost; Our willingness to share all; Our place in the catholic 
church; Our responsibility as agents of change. 

The first area is our hunger for the bread of life. Growing up, I learned about my need 
for Christ and understood that He alone was my salvation at a non-denominational 
church.  The church I grew up in was strong on viewing the Bible as the Holy Word of 
God and solid preaching and teaching as ways to share that word. I was nourished by 
these means of grace. How delighted I was when I studied the works of Lutheran 
preachers and theologians and came to understand what I view as a more rounded 
view of the means of grace including the Bible and also the sacramental means of 
grace that Jesus instituted and commanded we receive: Baptism and Holy 
Communion. He commands us to take and eat and drink, and to be washed with the 
Holy waters, not purely as signs of our commitment but more clearly as His 
commitment to us and a wonderful means for us to not just read and hear the Word, 
but actually be washed by it and to eat it and drink it; to taste and see that the Lord is 
good. 

This understanding has changed my life. How close I feel to God to be fully nourished 
by His means of grace. To remember my baptism is to remember a time that (using 
plain old water) God connected Himself to H2O and made me His own. How close I 
feel to God when I receive from the minister Jesus' own body and blood. It is a taste of 
“heaven on earth”  and a down payment (if you will) of the inheritance that is reserved 
for me. 

Continued on page 2 
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We value high quality 
Chr istian education 

and  relevant     
preaching.  
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x� VLC Couples Retreat  
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x� Lutheran Day           
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY/LWML  
  

Beware the ides of March!  The next Bible 
Study/LWML will be held on March 15.  We will be 
discussing “Forgive Us our Trespasses”  Chapter 9 & 
10 of “Rediscovering the Lord’s Prayer”  by Art 
Simon.  Also please read p.11-12 of the Large Cate-
chism.  We will also be choosing delegates for our 
District Convention in April (see more information 
below).  For more information, contact Julie Taylor. 

VOLUNTEER HELP WANTED: 

Volunteering to help the church by using gifts or interests 
you have expands our ministry and saves the church and 
school thousands of dollars in expenses. Every member 
and family is encouraged to “give 5". Give 5 encourages 
giving at least 5 hours per month in volunteer service to 
the church. Students receive service hour credits for their 
volunteerism. Work is either ongoing (needed on a 
steady basis) or one time (a project) or both (ongoing 
projects that can be completed before the next one be-
gins).   The areas of need include:AV Technicians 
(ongoing), Proper ties Assistance (one-time), Banner  
Creator  (one time and/or ongoing).  For more                
information regarding the duties of each area, contact 
Pastor Hartwell at 914-337-0207 ext 1022. 

WORSHIP  

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home   Service at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale.  Services are held at 
2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future services:   March 10, April 14, May 12 and June 9. 

The ADULT BIBLE discussion takes place on 
Wednesdays from 10:45 - 12:00 in the Friendship 
room. The Book of Genesis will be discussed.   

Straight from the Hart continued from page 1 

While some of us need to refrain from eating calories and carbs as we adopt a healthy eating plan, NO ONE 
should limit their intake of the means of grace. As I get older, I know that what we share around our Eucharis-
tic Table, in the pulpit and around the Baptismal font is THE MOST VALUABLE commodity that can ever 
be shared. The Bronx, Westchester and Connecticut need the bread of life. The people in our community 
are dirty spiritually and need to be washed in the waters of life. Their ears are surrounded by filth and they 
crave (even if they do not know it) the Word of God.  

Village Lutheran Church and the Chapel School is not an optional institution. It is (along with all of our fel-
low brothers and sisters in Christian churches everywhere) a life force that our communities need now. Some-
times when I celebrate the Lord's Supper or prepare for a baptism or sermon I well up with tears. That God 
would love me, and that He would feed me and refresh me and lead me is too much for my soul. Thank good-
ness Pastor Taylor is serving us, because he always quickly brings a smile to my lips and heart with his joyful 
ways.   

How is your hunger for the bread of life?  Do you view the Divine Service 
(Mass) as an obligation or as it is, a place where God gives us the greatest gift of 
Himself? Is Bible reading and focus on the sermon viewed as boring and irrele-
vant or as that opportunity for the living God to teach and inspire you? Is your 
baptism a distant memory of family celebration, much like a birthday party or 
sweet 16 or is it  that ªin time eventº where the eternal  God met you in the wa-
ter to make you ready for heaven and a faith filled life? Today is the day for you 
to ask God to understand the sacred mysteries better and to hear the voice in the 
pulpit and font and table that says, ªI love you.º May you have a hunger for the 
Bread of Life and may you eat and be fed. A thought about priorities that is 
straight from the Hart. 
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Each month, we will focus on a question or concern 
Christians raise in relation to their Christian act of            
stewardship of time, talents and tribute. 

I t’s my money. I  earned it!    

It is a common idea (especially in America) that a person has 
absolute authority over his own stuff.  But the reality is very 
different.  The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. (Psalm 
24:1).  Whatever we have has come from the Lord’s hand, and 
only indirectly by our earning (1 Corinthians 29:14).  Our 
wealth belongs to us in the same way that a child’s bedroom 
belongs to the child.  The room actually belongs to the parent, 
but the child is given temporary, accountable charge over it.  
This is even more so for Christians, who have been bought at 
the price of Jesus’  death  (1 Corinthians 5:20).  Our lives and 
our stuff is utterly at the disposal of the God who bought us. 

FOCUS ON WORSHIP�

ªTeach Me, O Lordº 

 Anyone who comes into our facility quickly discovers that education is a vital part of our community, including our 
worship life.  We value, and strive to offer, ªhigh quality Christian education and relevant preachingº both in our 
classrooms and in our sanctuary.  Luther himself was also a teacher and recognized the importance of having the    
average person be educated in the basic teachings of the church so that they would be personally strengthened and not 
easily led astray.  The Word of God is read in our church at every weekend and chapel service; our pastors help us to 
find deeper understanding of the Word for our lives and encourage us to take action; the hymns and prayers reinforce 
the themes of the day and echo through the week.  As we celebrate Lutheran Schools Week, we give thanks to God for 
all those who teach, preach and lead us to Know, Live and Share the Love of Christ. 

 “ Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your  statues; and I  will keep it to the end.”  (Psalm 119:33) 
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MARCH 1-2 – Four th Sunday in Lent/Mother ing Sunday 

Lutheran Schools Sunday with The Chapel School Award 

  MARCH 5 – Midweek Lenten Service (8:00 pm.) 

ªThe Lamb of God Who Bears Our Sins Awayº 

 MARCH 8-9 ± Fifth Sunday in Lent 

First Holy Communion (10:45 a.m.) 

 MARCH 12 ± M idweek Lenten Service (8:00 p.m.) 

ªThe Lamb of God Who Suffered Scornº 

Chapel School Select Choir to sing 

 MARCH 15-16 ± Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 

Reading of the Passion according to St. Matthew 

  

 

MARCH 20 ± Maundy Thursday (8:00 p.m.) 

ªThe Lamb of God Who Has Mercy On Usº 

 MARCH 21 ± Good Fr iday (12:00 and 8:00 p.m.) 

ªThe Lamb of God Who Bore Our Shameº 

 MARCH 22 ± Easter  Vigil (5:30 p.m.) 

Baptismal Remembrance and first celebration of the   
Resurrection 

 MARCH 23 ± Easter  Sunday 

Festival Worship at 9:00 and 10:45a.m. 

Easter Breakfast from 8:00 a.m. to noon 

 MARCH 29-30 ± Second Sunday of Easter  

       Sunday School Attendance Awards (9:00 a.m.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God©s blessings and congratulations to our  new Atlantic 
Distr ict Deacons!!!  Deacon Timothy Elwell, Deacon Wendy 
Haddad, Deacon Carol Pfizenmaier, Deacon Ann Terenzio, 
and Deacon Victor Terenzio were commissioned as deacons at 
a wonderful service at our church on Saturday February 2nd 
2008. How thankful we are to God and them for their desire to 
serve in this capacity at our church and school. We look for-
ward to their leadership and service in many aspects of our 
ministry. Please be sure to pray for them and congratulate    
them when you see them! 
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The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee 
House on Saturday March 8 as  Christian Music, ªTina Willsº takes the Coffee House stage 
with a special warm-up by Christian dancers, ªSword of the Spiritº. The Coffee House opens at 
7 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins at 7:30 p.m. 
sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School /students/Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love 
offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLC is located at 172 White Plains Road,     
Bronxville, New York 10708. For more information  call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 

 Note New 
Times! 

´LET US EXALT HIS NAME TOGETHERµ�

The VLC Music Ministry 

3$ * ( �� �

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3). 

YOUTH CHOIR rehearses on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m.  A complete 
schedule for March will be distributed by Mr. Heath at the next rehearsal. 

CHANCEL CHOIR will rehearse on Thursdays, March 6, 13 and 27, at 8:00 p.m. in the church.  We will sing at 
the 9:00 a.m. service on March 9, 16 and 30, and for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday at 8:00 p.m.  We will also 
sing at both 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. on Easter Sunday. 
 

VILLAGE BELLS will rehearse on Wednesdays, March 5, 12 and 19, at 7:00 p.m. and will ring at both 9:00 and 
10:45 a.m. on Easter Sunday.  There is no rehearsal on March 26. 
 

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss                                                            
at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DReiss@vlc-ny.org 

Upcoming Seniors’ Luncheons:  
 

March 11: Eastchester Town Councilperson, 
Vicki C. Ford discusses her trip to India;  

Apr il 15: Parish Nurse Practitioner Joy      
Elwell discusses health for Seniors;  

May 13: Emeritus Pastor James Zwernemann 
discusses the Holy Land;  

June 10: End of Season Luncheon at                   
Siwanoy. 

7KH�́ 9LOODJHµ�6HQLRUV� NEW MEMBER CLASS 

“ God for Us”  

Have you ever  wanted to join the Lutheran Church? 

Are you interested in the teaching of the Chr istian Faith? 
Have you ever  felt you or  your  child should be baptized and 

are unsure on how to proceed? 

Did you miss your  1st Communion or  Confirmation and 
wish you could have these sacred r ites? 

Have you ever  wondered what the differences and similar i-
ties are between the Roman Catholic and Protestant 

Church? 

Join Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor for a New Member 
Class called "God For Us!" .                                                                              

No obligation. Inquirers  welcome.  

Wednesdays: March 26, Apr il 2, Apr il 9,  and Apr il 16  

7:30-9:00pm 
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II (7th 
Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the L ifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will 
be the primary leaders of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group will be for students in grades 9-12.  
Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth groups. 

Voyagers, L ifers, and Crusaders please plan to join us on Holy Saturday, March 22,  at 9:30am to 
set-up for  our  annual Easter  Egg Hunt. We will need your  help in prepar ing the church building and 
playground for  our  toddler  - 2nd grade Easter  Egg Hunters. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6   

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  Our meeting place this month is in the Lunch 
Room.  We will meet on March 6, 13 and 27.  

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 

Lifer Youth, (grades 7 & 8) meet on most Thursday evenings from 6:00pm - 7:00pm in the Art Room for confirmation.  
Confirmands are reminded to complete their worship reports and turn them in. There are ten reports required for this year. 
Questions? Please contact Pastor Taylor at dtaylor@vlc-ny.org or at 337-0207x1021. 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 –12 

MEET ST. JAMES! 

A Study of the Book and Real Wor ld Teaching of St. James. 

We meet in the Youth Room on Sunday, March 16 at 10:30 am. The topic this month will be                                                                         
ªTHE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT ª (JAMES 1:13-15).  8th grade Lifers are also invited to attend.   

Crusaders are invited to join us on Saturday March 29th from 5:30pm - 8:30pm for an Open Gym night. Come and be 
with us for some great worship and fun. Bring $$ for soda and pizza. $1.00 for a slice and $1.00 for a soda. Friends are 
also welcome.  Join us for church at 5:30pm and then for basketball in our gym from 6:30pm - 8:30pm.  

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss                                                                              

�

          

  
                LWML Spr ing Rally 

 

Save the Date: Sat. May 3, at 9:30am at St. Matthew' s Lutheran Church, Hastings-on-Hudson.   Please plan to attend. 

 LWML Distr ict Convention                                                                                                                                                         
Theme: " I  am the vine and you are the branches.º  

ªThis is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.º  John 15:8  

The Nassau and Suffolk Zones are your hosts for the 18th Biennial LWML Atlantic District Convention.  It will be Apr il 26-27 
at the Courtyard Marriott in Ronkonkoma, NY.   Included in the convention will be worship, fellowship, elections of officers,  
by-law amendments, and voting for the next biennium of mission projects.  We hope to have two women attend as our delegate 
and alternate delegate, but all are welcome to attend.  Please see Julie Taylor if you would like registration forms or further     
information.  Deadline to register is April 1. 

Class called "God For Us!" .                                                                              
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18So they called them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John    

answered them, “ Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; 20for we   

cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.”  Acts 4: 18-20 

Have you ever had the opportunity to speak with a three or four year old child about something they find to be exciting 

or fun? It is amazing to witness the level of joy and enthusiasm they express concerning the topic. Their eyes get big. 

They may repeat certain words or phrases over and over. They may dance or jump around as they are telling the story 

or describing the event. Usually their hands are in motion in one direction as their feet are moving in another direction. 

It is an experience that is contagious, because their excitement makes all who are witnesses excited as well. I person-

ally get to experience this kind of joy a couple of times a week as I serve with our pre-school aides, Mr. Dhyne and Mr. 

Schultz on The Chapel School morning car-line where parents drop-off their children for school. It is great to see the 

way some begin speaking before the car has stopped and the door has opened, to let us know of the wonderful news 

they have to tell. I guess one could put the coffee companies out of business if we could bottle up that energy and sell 

it! 

In the book of Acts, we hear that two of the disciples of our Lord had great, ªpre-schoolº energy. Peter and John were 

witnesses to most of what the Lord Jesus did while He was on earth. Following the resurrection and the gift of the Holy 

Spirit, they were compelled to share the Great News of salvation to all people. They could not stop talking about God' s 

wonderful grace and love, even when confronted with the fear of imprisonment and persecution.  

God still provides that excitement for us today. He sends His Holy Spirit to open our eyes to see the great need for His 

forgiveness and then the blessings of His mercy and grace. As we journey through the season of Lent and ponder our 

relationship with God, we are led to the spiritually emotional Holy Week. Holy Week starts us singing Hosannas in 

praise to God on Palm Sunday, and then leads us through some emotional days.  

We wonder at Jesus'  actions in the upper room as He washes feet and breaks bread. We are horrified by His arrest in 

the garden and His trial and crucifixion. We are left somewhat empty on Friday through Saturday until we hear the 

great announcement of His resurrection. This news brings such great joy that we are inspired to song and praise for 

fulfilling His promise. We are hopefully amazed and humbled when we realize that all this was done for His world and 

us.  

Let us be open during this season, to regain the ªpre-schoolº joy and excitement for all our 

Lord has done for us. As we ponder it, let us also celebrate it fully. Let it resonate in our 

very spirit so that our eyes can be big and our feet can dance as we spread this wonderful 

message to others, again and again! 

In His service, 

Pastor Taylor  



�

�

�

�
PAGE 7 

�����3 DULVK�+ HDOWK�1 HZ V�

"Do you smoke? Do you find yourself having trouble sleeping? Your nicotine habit may be to blame. Researchers at Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine, in Baltimore, MD, found that smokers had more than a four times higher incidence 
of sleep disturbances than non-smokers. Why? The energizing effects of nicotine, combined with nicotine withdrawal during 
the hours of sleep are very detrimental to a good night's sleep. The answer: Quit. Don't "cut down". Quit. It's not easy, but it 
will pay off with better health -- and a better night's sleep. To get help, speak to your health care provider." 
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Chapel School Summer Program information is now available.  Not only are we excited about 
our wonderful CARE BEAR summer program for children ages 3 through 7, but this summer 
we are offering some very interesting and fun activities for students ages 8 – 11.  Mad Science 
has decided to make their home for their flagship location right here on The Chapel School' s 
campus.  They will be offering programs throughout the summer.  Mr. Michael Schultz is     
offering a two week basketball program and Mr. George Heath is offering a one week choir 

program and a one week band program.  You can register for CARE BEAR and Mad Science for one week or as 
many as eight weeks.  If you did not receive a brochure, please call the school. 

Planning is well underway for our Eighth Annual Chapel School Golf Outing.  It will again be held at Leewood 
Golf Club on Tuesday, June 17, 2008.  Please save the date and plan on attending.   Even if you do not golf, plan 
on joining us for cocktails and dinner that evening.   

We will be celebrating Lutheran Schools Week from Sunday, March 2nd through Friday, March 7.  Please join us 
for Lutheran Schools Sunday at one of our worship services at 9:00 or 10:45.  The Chapel School choir will be 
singing at both services and The Chapel School Award will be presented. 

Perhaps you did not know that we are one of more than 2,530 Missouri Synod Lutheran Schools throughout our 
nation and the world.  There are nearly 300,000 students attending Lutheran schools, most of whom are enrolled in 
Pre-K through grade 8 classes.  More than 18,000 teachers teach in Lutheran Schools.  God has truly blessed us 
here at The Chapel School with a dedicated, caring and talented faculty and staff, an active partnership with         
parents,  more than 350 wonderful students and a caring, supportive congregation.   

Lutheran Schools Association is again sponsoring a Lutheran Day at Shea Stadium.   

Shea Stadium Day Information:  Cheer on This Year' s Mets  

NY Mets vs. Los Angeles Dodgers  

Saturday, May 31, 2008, 4:00pm. 

$20.00 per ticket Upper Deck 

Deadline to order tickets Friday, May 2, 2008 
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Saturdays at 5:30 pm, Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.      

Sunday School is held dur ing the 9 am  service. 

��

 Memor ial/Honored Gifts                       
were received from:                                          

 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Barlage                            
in memory of  

George Grotz 

 
 Mrs. Sally Zullo-Keeney and Ryan Keeney 

in memory of  
Charles Keeney, Jr. 
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VLC Couples’ Retreat 
Helping Good Marriages Get Stronger 

and Weak Marriages to Thrive 

Saturday, Apr il 12, 2008 

MPR of Village Lutheran Church 

9:30 am Registration and Brunch 

10 am—1 pm Workshop 

$20 per person 

$30 per couple 

Cost includes brunch and workshop workbook. 


