
 

 

Straight from the Hart 
                         By Rev. Dr . Rober t Har twell 

In Charles Swindoll's book, “The Quest for Character” , he tells a stunning story.  

 "A funny thing happened in Darlington, Maryland, several years ago. Edith, a mother 
of eight, was coming home from a neighbor's house one Saturday afternoon. Things 
seemed too quiet as she walked across her front yard. Curious, she peered through the 
screen door and saw five of her youngest children huddled together, concentrating on 
something. As she crept closer to them, trying to discover the center of attention, she 
could not believe her eyes. Smack dab in the middle of the circle were five baby 
skunks. Edith screamed at the top of her voice, "Quick, children...run!" Each kid 
grabbed a skunk and ran." 

This month two more deacons graduate the program and begin the Deacon Internship. 
This month our Confirmation Class confirms their faith after years of study and our 
adult inquirer class has just completed.  

These are not about endings but, rather, beginnings. Like the mother in Swindoll's story 
I say, "Quick, children...run!" The world is in need of help and comfort and direction. 
The world looks at the bottom of a bottle, or the bottom line of a bank account, or the 
satisfaction in relationships (or one night stands) to find meaning and hope.  

We have found a relationship with God in Christ that does bring hope and real 
meaning. And so I say "run." 

Do not run empty-handed. A baby skunk is probably not something to be grabbed and 
embraced as we are running, but to cling to the cross of Christ while we run is very 
wise. 

Cling to the cross as you run, knowing that He loved us before we even thought of 
loving Him.  

Cling to the cross as you run, knowing that our Eucharist table is overflowing with his 
grace in the bread and wine. 

Cling to the cross as you run, knowing that the flood of our baptisms is still washing 
away our sins and bringing the Holy Spirit, even if our baptisms were many years ago. 

"Quick, children...run!" and take the cross with you, knowing that He will always be 
with you and never leave you. 

A thought about Confirmation, Deacon Graduation, new members and skunks that is 
straight from the Hart. 
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Worship at                                                        

Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home  

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home Service  at 
Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale at 2 p.m. on the 2nd Mon-
day of the month.  Future services:  May 14, June 11 
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The Wednesday Morning Bible Discussion group 
will meet each Wednesday from 10:45 - 12 noon. 
“A Life God Rewards”  by Bruce Wilkinson will be 
discussed. 

VLC Bi b l e St u d y /  Pr ayer   Op p or t u n i t i es   
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
The LAST meeting of the Women’s Bible Study/  
LWML will be on May 19, at 8:30am.  Please read the 
final chapter, Chapter  8, Tears of a Clown.  (That’s 
right, we will not be discussing chapter 7, but you may 
want to read it over the summer.) 

We will take a break during June, July and August, and 
will reconvene in September with a new book.  Check 
bulletin announcements and the summer Village Voices 
for details on next year’s book and schedule.  Any   
questions, please see Julie Taylor. 

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 
“Baptized with the Holy Spirit”  

For the Sundays after Easter, our first lectionary reading comes from the Book of Acts, recounting the days of 
the early church.  The readings which occur during the month of May all have a striking theme:  the work of the 
Holy Spirit through Baptism.  We at the Village Lutheran Church celebrated a baptismal affirmation and reunion 
service on April 22 and these wonderful readings from Acts continue to remind us that Baptism is a life-
changing experience.  Peter and Paul, filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, were able to reach out to a world 
that had no idea who Jesus really was or how much God loved them.  We who have also been baptized in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are called by that same Spirit to meet together in worship and      
strengthened to carry on the work of bringing people to know “ the repentance that leads to life”  (Acts 11:18).  

M AY 5-6 – FI FTH SUNDAY  OF EASTER 
x� Wedding reunion service at 10:45 a.m. with    

Pastor Zwernemann preaching 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching at 5:30 p.m. and         
9:00 a.m. 

 MAY 12-13 – Sixth Sunday of Easter /            
Mother ’s Day 

x� Music led by FaithWalk at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

x� Cherub Choir singing at 9:00 a.m. 

x� Pastor Hartwell preaching 

 MAY 17 – Ascension Day 

x� Prayer Service at 7:00 p.m. 

x� Pastor Hartwell giving testimony 

 MAY 19-20 – Seventh Sunday of Easter  

x� Fire Department memorial at 9:00 a.m. 

x� Confirmation at 10:45 a.m. 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

 M AY 26-27 – THE DAY  OF PENTECOST 
x� Festival Communion services at 9:00 and    

10:45 a.m. 

x� Releasing of the dove after the 9:00 a.m. service 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

Prayer  Thought! 

Let us continue to pray for the soldiers,   
marines, airmen, sailors and special forces 
who put their lives in harm' s way in order to 

defend our freedoms, that God would protect them from 
all danger and lift their spirits during their times of trial. 
Especially pray for Thomas Ferretti, Peter Fromm,  
Kimberly Gray, Nick Lion, Dan Miller, Robert Outlaw, 
Capt. Bradley Rakov, Lt. Christopher Rakov, Nestor 
Rivera, and Lt. Paul Shrimp.  



 

 

 

                 

   Check out The VLC &  Chapel            

   School Piano Bookshop in the 
Friendship  Room. New for our 

90/60 Year:     Several new books for children, 
from infancy to teens are available as well as 
several books that explain how to survive death 
and grief. Check out our honor bookstore in the 
Friendship Room on  the  Piano! 

Worship at                                                        

Lutheran Schools Association is again sponsoring a Lutheran Day at Shea Stadium. Unfortu-
nately the Yankees were not able to offer LSA a game, so we are encouraging ALL baseball 
fans to come out to a Mets Game on Saturday, June 2nd. 

See Jose Reyes, Carlos Delgado, David Wright, Tom Glavine, Billy Wagner, Carlos Beltran 
and all of the other Mets who are off to a great start this year.  

  Shea Stadium Day Information:  Watch the NY Mets  

x� NY Mets vs. Arizona Diamondbacks 

x� Saturday, June 2, 2007, 1:20pm. 

x� $17.00 per ticket Upper Deck 

x� Deadline to order tickets Tuesday, May 8, 2007 

Send all ticket orders to the school office.  Please make checks payable to The Chapel School.  Please note the 
ticket order deadline.  All members from the VLC & Chapel School will be seated together.  Come and have a great 
time. Transportation to the game is the responsibility of each person/family.  The Lutheran Schools Association di-
rectly benefits The Chapel School.  This is a great opportunity to have a good time, enjoy the fellowship of other 
VLC & CS families and support Lutheran Quality Education at the same time. 

Our annual Chapel School Golf Outing is all set for Tuesday, June 19,  2007 at Leewood Golf Club.   EVEN if you 
do not golf, join us for dinner.  The WPLJ/ABC team of Todd Pettengill and Bill Evans will be our hosts and mas-
ters of ceremonies for the dinner/raffle drawing/ and auction.  RSI Sports Memorabilia will again be offering great 
silent auction items. Some friends of the VLC & CS have already stepped forward to sponsor parts of the outing, 
however, we are still looking for more sponsors, raffle prizes and of course, players.  If you are interested in spon-
soring, or if you know of someone or some company who might be interested, please contact Jim Dhyne at 337-
3202.   

Chapel School will once again be offering a Summer Program this coming summer.  Our program will be offered to 
children ages 3 through 10.  Mrs. Lynn Lena is our Director of  Summer Programs and a number of The Chapel 
School faculty members will be working with her.  There will be 8 weeks of flexible scheduling throughout the 
summer.  Brochures are available in the office. 

There are still openings for certain grades at The Chapel School next year.  If you know of anyone who might be 
interested in having their child attend The Chapel School next year, please encourage them to call the school for 
information. 
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YOUTH GROUP TAG SALE: - The 
Youth Group attending the National 
Youth Gathering this summer will be 
having a TAG  Sale on  

Friday, May 4, 11:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

and  

Saturday, May 5, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

in the Multi-Purpose Room.  

There will be household items, children' s clothing, 
baby items & toys, school uniforms and more.    



 

 

 

 

  

 

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on Saturday, May 12 
as Contemporary Christian Music favorite "HeartSong" takes the Coffee House stage. The Coffee 
House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins at    
7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School students/Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love 
offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLC is located at 172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, 
New York 10708. For more information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As The VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy us in the 
morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

Youth Choir   will rehearse in the Multi-purpose room on Thursdays, May 3, 10, and 31 from 7-8p.m. and Sundays,  
May 13 and 20 at 8:15a.m.  We will be singing at the 9 a.m. service on May 13 and 20. 

Chancel Choir  will rehearse on Thursdays, May 3, 10, and 31 at 8:00 p.m.  We will be singing at the 9:00 a.m. 
service on May 6 and 20, and at the Ascension Day Service on May 17. 

Village Bells will rehearse on Wednesdays May 2, 9, 16 and 30 from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. and will ring in worship on 
May 20. 

FaithWalk will rehearse on Tuesdays, May 1 and 8, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the church in preparation for services 
on May 13. 

The Skinny on Sacr ifice Update 
Raymond Piedmont Joins the Challenge.                                                                                           

The following letter is one that Raymond is sending to his family and friends. Good job Raymond! 

Hello.  
 

My name is Raymond Piedmont and I have been a member of The Village Lutheran Church for many years. I went through 
communion and confirmation with the church, as well as worked in the camp during the summer. However, I am writing 
this letter concerning a different topic. As many of you know, Pastor Hartwell has been losing weight in an effort to help 
the church. I started going on a diet in late January and as of now I have lost 36 pounds in 70 days. When I heard the story 
of Pastor Hartwell and how his weight loss could help the church, I was interested in doing the same. So with some help 
from Pastor Hartwell and everybody at The Village Lutheran Church, I have decided to try and help the church raise money 
and at the same time become more healthy. I am writing this letter looking for members of the church to sponsor me for 
every pound I lose, and all profits will be going to the church. Every month, I will be posting updates in the Village Voices 
on my weight loss total at that point. My goal is to lose 100 pounds, and on New Year's Eve, I will be part of a final weigh 
in along with Pastor Hartwell. If you would like to sponsor me and help the church, you can donate any amount of money 
for every pound I lose. No amount is too small. If you would like to sponsor me, you can call my house at 914-738-2123 
and say you would like to sponsor me and how much you would like to donate. Please leave a phone number as well so we 
can contact you when we need to. Thank you very much for taking the time to read this, and hopefully we can raise 
some money for the church.           

            Sincerely,     
            Raymond Piedmont 
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May 

2007 

The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3  - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II 
(7th Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor 
will be the primary leaders of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group will be led by Ms. Amanda Lavoie 
for grades 9 - 12 .  Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth groups. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6 

 Meetings for May…. 
Thursday, May 3rd, 17th and 31st 
Multi-Purpose Room ~ 6 – 7 PM 

Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever 
activity you can.  Any questions??  Please call Erika at  (914) 395-1954 or tyandbash@aol.com.  
 

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 
 

Lifers continue to meet for Confirmation on Thursdays from 6pm -7pm usually in the Art Room. Our 
Lifers are doing well growing in their knowledge of God and His blessings to them. We continue to keep 
them in our daily prayers! 

As we move closer to the end of this educational year, it is important that the Lifers remain current with 
their worship reports and service hours. There are many worship and service opportunities through May 
and June. Sermons from our worship service are available online at our website.  

 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 

Next Summer (July 28 ±  August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  
Once again this will be held in Orlando, Florida!!   
 

The Easter Egg Hunt was a great success!  Many thanks to those who donated candy!   

The Tag Sale will be Friday, May 4th (11:30am-5pm) and Saturday, May 5th (from 9am-3pm).  All 
proceeds benefit the Youth Gathering fund! 

 
  LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 ± 12 

 
 ZAP ~ This is an Atlantic District Program, which connects Youth of Confirmation age and older and 
begins to give them practical, hands-on, relational experience in missions, service and church work.  The 
District will offer three weekends during the school year for these workshops.  This will culminate in an 
opportunity for the youth to run a week of Vacation Bible School this summer.  For more information,  
please contact Pastor Taylor at 914-337-3202 (1021) or DTaylor@vlc-ny.org.  

Raymond Piedmont Joins the Challenge.                                                                                                                       



 

 

 

 

  

  

Proverbs 6:20-23 

20M y chi ld, keep your  father ’ s commandment , 

and do not  for sake your  mother ’ s teaching. 
21Bind them upon your  hear t  always;  

t ie them ar ound your  neck. 
22When you walk, they wi l l  lead you;  

when you l ie down, they wi l l  watch over  you;  

and when you awake, they wi l l  talk wi th you. 
23For  the commandment  is a lamp and the teaching a l ight , 

and the r epr oofs of  discipl ine ar e the way of  l i fe. (NRSV) 

The month of May has many important Church hol idays, Ascension Day, Pentecost, The V isi tation, as wel l  as 
the Rogation Days and the concluding Sundays of Easter. A festival  that is not speci f ical ly a Church celebration, 

but has become an import into the l i turgical  worship l i fe, is Mother' s Day. This is a good thing!  

When we stop to think about al l  those women who have loved and cared for others as mothers, or who have 
given of themselves for others in a motherly way, we cannot help but be amazed at the degree of love that has 

been poured out through the years. A mother' s love or motherly love is unique. I t is a ref lection of God' s love to 

us wi th al l  the imperfections that come wi th being a human being on this side of heaven.  As we celebrate in the 

month of May al l  the Church festivals, i t i s important that we give special  thanks to God for our mother' s and al l  

those who give motherly care! 

In the passage from the book of Proverbs that is printed above, God reminds us to “ not  for sake your  mother ' s 
teaching.”  How important these words are to al l  of  us! I  can remember the MANY times I  have forgotten my 
mother' s teaching – each time the resul t was the same, BIG TROUBLE! How blessed I  am though, to have a 

mother who is forgiving – as wel l  as a God who is even more forgiving! 

When we stop and think about al l  that we have from those who have given us parental  love and care (which ul ti -
mately stems from God) we are compel led to pause and take notice. We should also give thanks to those who 

give that parental  care, including God, for placing these people in our l i ves so that we might receive guidance 

and support rooted in love.  

I t seems to be true - the older we get, the more important support systems become. Thanks be to God that He 
continues to provide them for us! 

May we not forsake but continue to hold true to our parental  teachings. May these teachings help us to ref lect the 
love of God to al l  we meet. May the great message of  forgiveness and love in Christ Jesus be received by those 

who need His love and mercy, today and on to eternal  l i fe. 

God bless and keep you always!  

Pastor Taylor 
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Pa r i sh  Hea l t h  News 
May is Skin Cancer  Awareness Month  

 

What is Melanoma?  We have all heard the term "melanoma," but do we know what it means?  Cancer occurs when cells 
grow out of control. Although there are many kinds of cancer, they all come about because of uncontrolled growth of          
abnormal cells. Different kinds of cancer can behave very differently. For example, prostate and pancreatic cancers are 
two types that grow at different rates and respond to different treatments. This is why people with cancer need treatment      
specifically designed for their type of cancer.  

Melanoma most often appears on the trunk of fair-skinned men and on the lower legs of fair-skinned women, but it can appear 
other places as well. While having dark skin lowers the risk of melanoma, it does not mean that a person with dark skin will 
never develop melanoma. Melanoma is almost always curable in its early stages, but it is also likely to spread to other parts of 
the body.  

Can Melanoma Be Prevented? The most important ways to lower the risk of melanoma are to avoid being outdoors in strong 
sunlight for long periods, and to practice sun safety when we are outdoors. We can maintain our level of physical activity, and 
practice sun safety at the same time. Practicing sun safety includes:  

x� Seeking shade  

x� Protecting your skin with clothing  

x� Using sunscreen - Sunscreens with a SPF of 15 or more should be used on areas of skin exposed to the sun,            
particularly when the sunlight is strong.  

x� Wearing sunglasses - Always wear sunglasses in strong sunlight.  

x� Avoiding other sources of UV light - The use of tanning beds and sun lamps is very dangerous because the             
ultraviolet radiation they deliver damages skin.  

x� Being especially careful about sun protection for children - It is important to develop the habit of using sunscreen 
whenever you are outdoors.  

 

There will be a free Coffee Hour Blood Pressure screening on Sunday, May 20, 2007 in the Friendship Room.  

 

       Upcoming 

          90-60 Celebration Events 
 

VLC Pictor ial Directory &  Por traits  April 29-May 1 

Wedding Reunion Sunday, May 6 at 10:45 a.m. 

Ascension Day Service of Prayer  and Healing Thursday, May 17 at 8 p.m. 

Anniversary History Week Activities at the Chapel School, during the month of May.  

VLC &  Chapel Bir thday Par ty  Friday, May 18 (Afternoon) 

Service of Prayer  and Healing Wednesday, June 6 at 7 p.m. 

VLC &  Chapel School Picnic   Sunday, June 10 at 12 Noon 

VLC &  Chapel Golf Outing  Leewood Golf Club, Tuesday, June 19 



 

 

  

 Memor ial/Honored Gifts were received from:                                            

Mrs. Yvonne Palladino  
 In Memory of Lewis Palladino 

 Mr. and Mrs. William Blanck 
In Memory of Gary Bevers 

 Mr. and Mrs. John W. Eaton 
 In remembrance of America' s military  

and their families 

 Agnes Johnson  
In memory of George R. Johnson 

 Mr. and Mrs. Herman Mensing 
In Memory of Gary Bevers 

 Mr. and Mrs. David Scott 
In Memory of Gary Bevers  
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THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 
172 White Plains Road 
Bronxville, New York 10708 
 

www.VLC-NY.org 
www.TheChapelSchool.org 
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Saturdays at 5:30 pm,                                 

Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.                                                                
Sunday School is held during the                 

9 am  service. 

As we celebrate the                                  
90th Anniversary of                 

The Village Lutheran Church                         
and the                                                  

60th Anniversary of                  
The Chapel School,                            
join us for a time of                                                       
prayer and praise.                                                         

Thursday, May 17 at 7:00 p.m. 


