
 

 

Straight from the Hart 
By Rev. Dr . Robert Hartwell 

In March I began a six-part column which explores the areas that I believe God would have us grow 
in as we continue to "know, live and share the love of Christ." 

 This month I would have us consider God's desire that we grow in "our willingness to share all." A 
common temptation for the Christian is to hold back sharing his/her gifts and talents with the church. 
Or said another way, we sometimes are more comfortable being a spectator in our community rather 
than a major player. Leaders in our congregation talk about how they sometimes struggle to find 
participants to come and attend and to "roll up their sleeves" and get involved. The common 
misconception is that "someone else" is the one that will do mission and ministry.  

 I do not mean to say that these well meaning Christians are lazy. We all are very busy. But the 
question is, "Will I honor God by making sure I am sharing my gifts and talents with the church and 
school I love?"  I also want to be clear that I do not mean everyone in our community has this issue. 
We have women and men, boys and girls in the congregation that have set a valiant example of giving 
of their lives for this mission. Our PTO is setting a wonderful example of talented parents and 
teachers working together to make a huge difference in the school. Our growing deaconate has 
dedicated not only their time of study but also thousands of hours of service creating programs. Our 
Fellowship Action Group has carried a major program of activities that run flawlessly and are enjoyed 
by all. I believe the Properties, Social Ministry, Evangelism Action Groups and Parish Health 
Cabinetare ready to ignite with men and women that will do amazing things. I also think of our well 
staffed Seniors' Ministry and the many development events (like the Auction and Golf outing) that 
rely on volunteers to make the events successful. One can also not forget about our Trustee Board and 
the BOG (Build Oversight Group) that carried our recently completed building project to the finish 
line under the efforts of a small but highly committed group of lay leaders and even today makes sure 
we stay on track.  This list could go on and on with music ministries, educational opportunities, 
development events and service projects that rely on the gifts of our people. There are so many active 
servants of God who share of their time, talents and treasures to make our ministry productive. We are 
grateful for them all. 

It takes just one gifted Baptized child of God who hesitates to "give all" to this ministry to have 
missed opportunities and programs that are not all they can be. I am sure I speak for these active 
sharers of their time that they wish everyone would use their gifts and talents. They wish that 
everyone would help them carry the load and help carry the mission farther. Too many families and 
individuals are "pew potatoes," sitting in the pews or on the sidelines, enjoying a healthy ministry 
without becoming actively involved.   The programs of the church and school suffer for this. Gifts 
remain unused, programs are not offered that could be offered and programs that are offered are not as 
strong as they can be because people that could have made them better remain on the sidelines.  Over 
the next several years we are committed to finding many "entrance points" into opportunities to share 
our gifts of time, talents and treasures. The question is whether you will give all, or will you simply 
observe from the sidelines?  

 One knows that when Jesus spoke of His servants that served Him with all their gifts and talents, He 
was not speaking of people who watched from the sidelines. He was speaking to those who shared all 
so that His mission would grow. He said to them, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." May 
this be said of all who are baptized into Christ; baptized to minister in Christ's Name. A thought about 
an area of growth for some among us that comes Straight from the Hart. 
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY/LWML  
  

Women’s Bible Study/LWML – We will have 
our final meeting of Spring, on May 17.  Please 
read Chapter 12 and 13, as we conclude our 
study on The Lord’s Prayer.  Please look forward 
to the September Village Voices for news of the 
new book we will study next Fall, along with 
dates and other news. 

PRAYER SERVICES    

Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.  Is   
anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise.  Is any 
one of you sick?  He should call the leaders of the 
church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the 
name of the Lord.  (James 5:13-14)   

Please join us for a Service of Prayer for Thanksgiving 
and Healing.  These brief times of quiet meditation   
feature personal testimony, music, prayer and          indi-
vidual blessing at the altar.  In light of the positive re-
sponse to these services, we will continue to offer them 
on a quarterly basis.  The next service will be Monday 
evening,  June 2, from 7:00-7:45 p.m. 

WORSHIP  

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home Service 
at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale.  Services are held at 
2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future services:    
May 12 and June 9. 

The ADULT BIBLE discussion takes place on 
Wednesdays from 10:45 - 12:00 in the Friendship 
room. The Book of Genesis will be discussed.   

This summer we will have a Vacation Bible School for children who will be enter-
ing Kindergarten through 6th grade in September. Our theme this year will be ‘The 
Quest for  Truth' .  It will be held at Village  Lutheran Church, from Sunday, July 
13th until Thursday, July 17th.  Each evening, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., we will enjoy 
games, arts and crafts, snacks, music, group Bible study, fellowship and lots of 
laughter!  We are looking for committed volunteers to head and assist with small 
groups, as well as assist with specific centers, such as  music, snacks or art. We are 

looking for volunteers of all ages, from entering 7th grade through the senior years. Please expect to have meet-
ings before the start of VBS. If you are interested in helping or having your child   attend VBS, please e-mail 
Ann Terenzio at victer@mac.com or ATERENZIO@thechapelschool.org. or call Ann, either at home at (914) 
667-4035 or at work at (914) 337-0207 ext. 1112 and leave a message. We will also be accepting grocery store 
gift cards, to use for snacks and other items. These can be placed in Ann Terenzio’s  mailbox, at VLC/Chapel 
School or placed in the offering.  Parents, please respond by May 25th. We are looking forward to seeing you 
there! 

LWML Spr ing Rally 

Save the Date: Sat. May 3, at 9:30am at St. Mat-
thew’s Lutheran Church, Hastings-on-Hudson.   
Please plan to attend. 

VLC and Chapel School to get ZAPPED! One more great ZAP weekend is coming up in the       
beginning of May.  We've had FOUR fantastic events so far this year - two in the northern re-
gion of the district, and two in the southeastern part of the district.  Our final event will be held 
in a more centrally-located area in order to bring together youth from the entire district and will 
be held right here at VLC and The Chapel School. Come on Friday night for games and fellow-

ship, or  all-day Saturday for our main programming, including workshops, a speaker, games, music and an outreach 
event.  May 2 - 3 at VLC, Bronxville.  Friday: 7:30pm Kickoff; Saturday: 9am - 6:30pm (5:30 Worship Service in-
cluded).  Registration is open to 6th graders to 12th graders. Registration and Information forms are available from the 
church office.  (Don't let cost prohibit you from coming!  Scholarships are available!) Any questions, don't hesitate to 
get in touch with JENNN (yes there are three n's) via email (jennnherzberg@yahoo.com) or phone (845.416.8043). 



 

 

 

 

 

Each month, we will focus on a question or concern Christians raise in relation to their 
Christian act of stewardship of time, talents and tribute. 

“ I  Don' t Owe My Church Anything”  

We probably owe our congregations and leaders far more than we know (Philemon 19), for churches are God’s vehicles 
to bring salvation and discipleship to the nations. Counting the ways we have been blessed by our church and other 
churches is a great way to learn how the love of others (expressed in their giving for missions, pastoral salaries, re-
sources, projects and buildings) has had an external impact on us. Even if we see little blessing now (perhaps because 
we haven’ t counted those blessings), we benefit immensely from past blessings bestowed by others. We should seek to 
provide the same blessings for others. Paul says we should owe no debt to one another, except love (Romans 13:8). 
Jesus and Paul agree that loving others means loving them like we love ourselves. Providing for the needs of others in 
our churches (possibly a nursery or a youth pastor even if you do not have children; counseling for married couples 
even if you are single; and especially supporting evangelism and mercy ministries for those in physical and spiritual 
need) is a part of our debt to love others as we love ourselves. We must pray for the desire to love and serve our 
churches as He has commanded. 

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 

“Are You Not of More Value?”  

Our Scripture readings for May remind us yet again that God is the creator and sustainer of all things.  You might 
say, “Sure, sure – I know that,”  but are you really hearing God' s message?  The God who made the heavens and the 
earth is also the One who knows each of us by name and loves us as a tender father or mother.  St. Matthew records 
the “Sermon on the Mount,”  where Jesus noted that birds do not plant or harvest crops and yet are fed daily – how 
much more, then, does God take care of us?  We value the care of body, mind and spirit in our community because 
we know that God provides all that we need.  Whatever we give and share with others comes out of the vast treasure 
that we have already received from the Lord.  As we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, we pray 
that this same Spirit would open the eyes of our hearts to see how much we have been blessed and how we have 
been called to serve God' s kingdom. 

 “ Look at the birds of the air…your  heavenly Father  feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they?”  
(Matthew 6:26) 
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MAY 1 – Ascension Day 

x� Festival Worship at 8:00 p.m. 

x� Rev. Dr. Patrick Bayens, guest preacher 

 MAY 3-4 – Seventh Sunday of Easter /Stewardship 
Sunday 

x� Pastor Hartwell shares a special message entitled 
ªAre You Rich?º 

x� ZAP program for youth on Saturday, May 3 

 MAY 10-11 ± The Day of Pentecost 

x� Releasing of the Pentecost Dove after the 9:00 a.m.     
service 

x� Cherub Choir singing in honor of Mother' s Day 

x� Pastor Hartwell preaching 

 MAY 18-19 ± Tr inity Sunday/ Confirmation 

x� Pastor Taylor preaching 

x� First Stewardship Commitment Weekend 

x� Rite of Confirmation at 10:45 am 

 

 MAY 24-25 ± Second Sunday after  Pente-
cost/Memor ial Day Weekend 

x� Special Memorial Day worship service with Pastor 
Hartwell preaching 

x� Second Stewardship Commitment Weekend 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee 
House on Saturday May 10 as  Christian Music, ªHisº takes the Coffee House stage.  The Coffee 
House opens at 7 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The   Concert begins 
at 7:30 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School /students/Seniors $3 with valid ID 
and children $2. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLC is located at 172 
White Plains Road, Bronxville, New York 10708. For more information  call 914-337-0207 or 
www.vlc-ny.org. 

 Note New 
Times! 

“LET US EXALT HIS NAME TOGETHER”  

The VLC Music Ministry 

PAGE 4 

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3). 

YOUTH CHOIR will rehearse on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on May 1, 8 and 
29, and on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on May 4 and 11.  We will also sing at the 9 a.m. service on 
these Sundays.   We will also be singing at the May 1 Ascension  Day service at 8 p.m. (rehearsal will be at 7 p.m.) 
and on Confirmation Sunday, May 18th at the 10:45 service (rehearsal will be at 10a.m.). 

CHANCEL CHOIR will rehearse at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 1, and sing at the Ascension Day service at 
8:00 p.m.  We will also rehearse on Thursdays, May 8, 22 and 29, at 8:00 p.m. and sing at the 9:00 a.m. service on 
Sundays, May 4, 11 and 18. 
 

VILLAGE BELLS will rehearse on Wednesdays, May 7, 21 and 28, and ring in worship on Sunday, June 1. 
 

FAITHWALK will rehearse on Tuesday, May 27, at 6:00 p.m. and on Tuesdays, June 3 and 10, at 7:00 p.m. in 
preparation for services on June 15. 

 

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss                                                            
at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DReiss@vlc-ny.org 

Upcoming Seniors' Luncheons:  
May 13 

 Emeritus Pastor James Zwernemann            
discusses the Holy Land;  

June 10 

 End of Season Luncheon at Siwanoy. 

The “Village” Seniors 

 

Future Voters' Meeting  
June 8, 2008. On Sundays at 12 noon in the  

Multi-Purpose Room.  

SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

Continue with the spirit of giving by feeding God's hungry 
children at a New Rochelle soup kitchen. Volunteer 
"Angel Cooks" needed to provide a portion of a meal once 
a month. Easy entrees (selected by the soup kitchen), or 
frozen veggies or salad & salad dressing - once a month. 
For your convenience, items can be dropped off at the 
VLC. Contact Marion Scaramuzzino at 961-9462 or 
Camille Strawbridge at 961-7325 after 6:00 p.m. for       
information. 

BLESSING BASKET - The VLC maintains a "Blessing 
Basket" in the Friendship Room to collect non-perishable 
food items for charity. Items that are needed at ECAP: Oat-
meal, pasta, dry milk, bags of dry beans, canned soups, 
canned meats, canned vegetables and canned fruit in light 
syrup. And for the children after school: boxes of fruit 
juice, individual applesauces and fruits and crackers. Please 
leave your donations directly in the basket which is located 
under the piano.  
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       May 

       2008 

The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II (7th Grade) and 
Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the L ifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will be the primary leaders 
of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group will be for students in grades 9-12.  Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor 
for more information about our Youth groups. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6   

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 ± 7:00 pm.  Our meeting place this month is in the Lunch 
Room.  We will meet on May 1, 8 and 29.  

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 

Lifer Youth, (grades 7 & 8) meet on most Thursday evenings from 6:00pm - 7:00pm in the Art Room for confirmation.  
Confirmands are reminded to complete their worship reports and turn them in. There are ten reports required for this year. 
Questions? Please contact Pastor Taylor at dtaylor@vlc-ny.org or at 337-0207x1021. 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 –12 

NEW CRUSADER YOUTH LEADER 

We give thanks to God for our new Crusader Youth leader, Mr. Grant Geiling. Grant Geiling is not in any way new to our 
congregation and school, as he has served and continues to serve in many capacities such as Youth Minister, Chapel School 
Parent, Chapel School Basketball Coach, Chancel Choir Member, Usher, and former Congregational President.  He plans to 
begin serving as Crusader Youth Leader on May 1st.  

How blessed we are to have him and the whole Geiling family at our school and parish! Please congratulate him when you see 
him and keep him, all our youth, and all our youth leaders in your prayers!  Grant Geiling's contact information is as follows - 
Phone: (914) 779-2878. Email: ggeiling@musicarts.com 

 

MEET ST. JAMES! 

A Study of the Book and Real Wor ld Teaching of St. James. 

We meet in the Youth Room on Sunday, May 4 at 10:30 am. The topic this month will be                                                                         
“ Don' t Just Stand There-Do Something ª (JAMES 2:14-26).  8th grade Lifers are also invited to attend.   

x� Crusader Youth are invited to our next Basketball Open Gym Night on Saturday May 17th. Please join us for church at 
5:30pm and then for Basketball from 6:30pm - 8:30pm. We will have pizza and soda for $1.00 a slice and $1.00 per can. 
Bring a friend and have some B-ball fun! 

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss                                                                              

 

Transportation for Worship Ministry 
The Village Lutheran Church is seeking volunteers to assist in Transportation for Worship Ministry, 
which will be forming in the near future. Volunteers are needed to transport homebound VLC     
members, or other members who for various reasons are unable to attend church services. This    

Ministry can be of great value to our elderly homebound members who desire to attend service and re-connect with 
fellow VLC members. If you can help, or if you have any questions, please e-mail Deacon Victor Terenzio at                    
victer@mac.com. 
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“ The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the Lord.”  Proverbs 21:31. 

As I get older I have come to realize the importance of planning. When I was younger I was either ignorant of or 
simply chose to ignore the many variables that can affect any given situation. There are so many things that can 
come into play which would not cause disruption if proper planning were in place. One is not able to plan for all 
the variables, but many of the variables can be alleviated with good planning. 

As I ponder the passage above, I can not help but think about the many battles which were planned in history, and 
the degree of confidence both sides felt they had in reaching certain victory because of the planning and prepara-
tion each placed in their strategy. One could picture it as a split screen of a movie.  The leaders each have a smug 
grin that comes across their face as their heads nod with victorious satisfaction. ªVictory is mineº we hear them 
both say, knowing all too well that there will only be one who will celebrate when the battle is over. 

The passage from Proverbs reminds us that the victory is the Lord' s. He is the one who allows one side to win over 
another. He is the one who holds the trophy of triumph in His hands. God alone is the one, because He alone is the 
true victor. He alone was the one who was able to conquer sin and death and bring us into everlasting life, by offer-
ing His son Jesus as the sacrificial lamb for the sins of the whole world. 

Our God goes further to tell us that since He is victorious, we too are victorious! As His servants bearing witness to 
His magnificent love, we have victory over the challenges of this life and all forces of sin and evil which would 
attempt to knock us down and defeat us. We confront a foe who has already lost at the foot of the cross and the 
empty tomb, by the glorious act of our Savior and King who stood at the front lines of the battle field for us! What 
precious news this truly is for us and this whole world! 

At our next opportunity to share this wonderful news in either word or deed, may we be so inspired to celebrate 
God' s victory by sharing this Good News with one who should be celebrating with us. May we not hold the joys of 
victory to ourselves, but share it with all, since it is a victory for God' s whole world.  

What a wonderful relief it will be to so many who suffer daily with the burden of disappointment and defeat. They 
will gain a whole new view of life and its joy when after hearing the wonderful news of God' s love, discover that 
they too are victorious and no longer losers.  

Help us Lord, to be Your instruments of celebration to Your world ± for Jesus'  sake. Amen! 

In His service, 

Pastor Taylor  

Read Through the Bible in a Year Plan 
Are you Keeping Up: Have you kept up on your daily Read Through the Bible in 
a Year Plan? As of April we are on Leviticus and Psalms. If you have not kept up, 
dive in where we are at now. If you have kept up, you already know the great 
blessing of being in God's Word. Good job, we are proud of you. Copies of the 
Daily Bible reading Plan for May is enclosed in this Village Voices Newsletter.    

Extra copies are available at the tract rack at the door of the church. May God bless you as you take time 
to read His Holy Word. 



 

 

 

 

It is not too late to get tickets to Lutheran Day at Shea, but the deadline is fast approaching.  All 
VLC & CS families will sit together at this game.  Transportation is the responsibility of each 
family.  Ticket orders need to be received in the school office by Monday, May 5, 2008.  
Checks are written out to The Chapel School. 

 

 Shea Stadium Day Information:  Cheer  on This Year ' s Mets  

NY Mets vs. Los Angeles Dodgers  

Saturday, May 31, 2008, 4:00pm. 

$20.00 per ticket Upper Deck 

Deadline to order tickets Monday, May 5, 2008 ± contact school office 

 

Our annual Chapel School Golf Outing is all set for Tuesday, June 17,  2008 at Leewood Golf Club.   EVEN if you do 
not golf, join us for dinner.  The WPLJ/ABC team of Todd Pettengill and Bill Evans will be our hosts and masters of 
ceremonies for the dinner/raffle drawing/ and auction.  RSI Sports Memorabilia will again be offering great silent auc-
tion items. Some friends of the VLC & CS have already stepped forward to sponsor parts of the outing, however, we are 
still looking for more sponsors, raffle prizes and, of course, players.  If you are interested in sponsoring, or if you know 
of someone or some company who might be interested, please contact Jim Dhyne at 337-3202.  

Chapel School Summer Program is now registering students for this summer' s camps.  Contact us for information on 
our different offerings for children ages 3-11. 

There are still openings for students entering certain grades at The Chapel School next year.  If you know of anyone 
who might be interested in having their child attend The Chapel School next year, please encourage them to call the 
school for information.  Our next Open House is Friday, May 2.  K-8 begins at 9:00am and Preschool begins at 1:15pm  
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     Pa r i sh  Hea l t h  News 
 

May is Physical Fitness and Spor ts Month. As Christians, we recognize that our health is a gift from God. How well do we 
take care of that gift? Americans probably work longer work days than any other industrialized nation, but we are more   
sedentary -- exercising less -- than any other nation, period. As a result, obesity is epidemic in the US, and along with obe-
sity, the risk for diabetes, high blood pressure, and certain cancers increases. 

What to do? The answer is to move the body more. Little things help: Walk more, climb more stairs, lift hand weights while 
waiting for the microwave to cook. Look for strategies to build more movement into the day -- park farther away from the 
store, perform some Yoga moves while watching TV, take a walk, either alone, or with a friend. Promise yourself you will 
take as much care of your body as you do your car, your home, or your financial investments! 

Yoga is held on Mondays at 7 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Rm. Cost $10. Call Faith Forliano 725-8035. 

St. Monica' s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring initiative 
for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica' s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit the growing family. 
I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when your child 
is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers. 

The VLC is a proud member of the Lutheran Counseling Centers (LCC) Membership Assistance Program (MAP). 
VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session. (For up to  4 sessions).  
Major health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and LCC uses a sliding scale. Call Pastor Hartwell at 
337-0207 (1022).   



 

 

  

  

Saturdays at 5:30 pm,                                                
Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.      

Sunday School is held dur ing the 9 am service. 

 Memor ial/Honored Gifts were received:                                          

 Mr. and Mrs. William Blanck                                        
In memory of Gary  Bevers  

  In memory of Tricia  Griffith:                                     
Ms. Eliza Allen                                                           

Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Blanco                                        
Mr. and Mrs. James Dhyne                                             

Ms. Kimberly Johnson                                                   
Ms. Catherine Larimer                                                  

Ms. Rita Majdanski                                                        
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Pallio                                             

Ms. Susan Parisi                                                             
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Clifford H. Peterson                    

Ms. Annette Riley                                                        
Ms. Chvette Silver                                                      

Ms. Antoinette Smyth                                                  
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Canning 

Ms. Dee Ann Phillips                                                         
In thanksgiving for the Nutrisystem Program 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR                         
CONFIRMANDS 

Come join us as we celebrate   
Confirmation on Sunday May 18th 
at our 10:45am worship service. 
We thank God for Sarah Blanco, 
Megan Callanan, Jessica Divi,  

Taylor Grand Pre, Meghan Jahnke, James Manning, 
Philip-Peter Maxeiner, Sarah McGinnis,             
Riana Moore, Bianca Troncone, and Natalie Vidal. 
May the Holy Spirit continue to guide these          
confirmands as they continue to serve the Lord with 
gladness! 


