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By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell
An excerpt from Pastor Hartwell's sermon from Commitment Sunday, April 17.
Acts 2:42-44

“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all thingsin common.”

Devotion is agood word. When you hear the word devoted, we usually think of something good, a
devoted mother willing to sacrifice for her children, who puts the needs of the children and her family ahead
of her own needs. Perhaps a devoted father, one who is reliable and tries to provide for his family.

When | think of devotion | think of those who started the Village Lutheran Church. Those first Concordia
Collegiate Institute professors that said we need a German L utheran Church to pray to God and to receive
his sacraments. Those men and women who took difficult steps to start a place to pray.

| think of Pastor Halter and Mrs. Halter, who took a church that was, when they were called here, on the
verge of dying, and said, "alittle devotion and this church can be aive." With this devotion, they and a
faith-filled congregation built much of what we enjoy today. Y ou can name countless other pastors, teachers
and laypeople who could equally be listed as "devoted servants of Christ."

The word devotion is the anchor word of the text for this Sunday. Now | know that you believe today is
about money. Notice that | will not begin with the topic of money at all.

For the text says that the first disciples "devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being
done by the apostles.”

The kind of devotion that all of us should seek today is the devotion of being centered around Christ's
Word and the holy Sacraments.

Our devotion should be like that of thistext, a devotion once again to what is central to our faith: to the
old, old story of Jesus and His love.

All will be asked to turn in acommitment card in jfor our capital campaign. | want to say something
clearly, however. The most important devotion today is not your commitment to that card or the capital
dollarsit represents. The most important commitment you will ever makeisto fully receiving the love of
God in Christ.

God does not need your money. But rather God needs and wants Y OU. He invested His greatest prize, His
own son into death, so that He might give you the free gift of heaven. And today He wants more than
anything to see you as His own child. For you to say, "Jesus, | know you love me. | know you gave your life
for me. | give my lifeto you, knowing | can trust in you for full salvation”.

And now, just as then, we will befilled with awe and God will indeed make sure that our offerings and
gifts support His mission. Our response will be generous and heartfelt. For God moves among His people
today just as He did then. Miraculously, He touches families who are burdened with grief. Miraculously, He
heals, some with the healing of the body and some through the ultimate healing of eternal life.
Miraculously, He forgives. Miraculously, He strengthens. Miraculously, He blesses both with the treasures
of heaven and the treasures of Earth.

And filled with this awe we devote ourselves to God's Word and his precious Sacraments. These are
precious steps of devotion; steps that we must take. A thought a Devotion, and our step by step campaign
that is straight from the Hart.
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VLCBible Study/ Prayer Opportunities

" DWWPH UED 6 VKG
Join VLC Adjunct Pastor Allen

Kebschull for an informative look at the
lessons for the upcoming Sunday. The

study meets on Wednesdays at
10:45 am. in the Friendship Room.

A Mot her’s Touch: Vietnam

Women’'s Bible Study

Women' s Bible Study on Esther
to conclude on Saturday, May 7.

Joinus at 8:30 am. for alight breakfast (bring
goodies, coffee or juice to share) and discussion of
legacies. To prepare, read the last two chapters of
Chuck Swindoll' s book, Esther, and get ready to
celebrate!

The Lutheran Hour Ministries Outreach Project, has been selected by VLC' s Women's Ministries asit’s
2005 project. We invite those interested in participating by making cash donations. Originally planned for
January, the project was postponed so we could focus on the needs of those affected by the tsunami. With
Mother’s Day approaching, it’s time to touch the lives of our Vietnamese sisters affected by war and the
hardships of difficult 1abor and little pay. Y our donation will be used to purchase supplies such as combs,
brushes, drinking glasses, shampoo, soap, nail clippers, kitchen towels, rain capes (for the monsoons) and
more. We' ve committed to assembling 35 boxes, each costing approximately $20. The boxes must be sent
to LHM by the end of May. If you can help, please put your donation in an envelope and label it VIET-
NAM. You may put the envel ope into the large mite box in the multi-purpose room or in the offering

plate. Thank you for your help!

14th Annual Community

| nterfaith Service:

Join Pastor Hartwell and area clergy for acivic
event commemorating the Holocaust at Immaculate
Conception Church at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,

May 17. This moving ceremony celebrates unity
amid diversity and begins with an essay and art
contest award ceremony for local youth at 6:45 p.m.
All are welcome!

j4]5/6l7/e]

Y
sy, Check out the VLC & Chapel

School Piano Bookshop located
in the Friendship Room. The VLC features an
honor-system book and resource shop. New at
the shop: books for Mother's Day and Father's
Day. Simply drop a check made out to the
VLC in the payment box. You may also use a
credit card form.
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Ready, &4, GO And WereOff and Running!

Sunday, April 17" was a bright and beautiful day, outdoors AND inside our Village Lutheran

Church! The sanctuary was draped in gold, lavender and purple silk —the choirs and brass and organ

were in fine tune — the Bible lessons for the day spoke to our purpose as Christians — and Pastor
Hartwell and campaign co-chair Tim Elwell wisely and dynamically led us to the focus of the day, our personal
commitments to our building campaign: Step by Sep: A Journey to Greater Service. What ajoy to hear that the
Board of Trustees and 22 other families —just 10% of our total congregation — had pledged $504,960.00 towards our
$2.5 million goal! That’s 10% pledging more than 20% of the total! With God' s continued guidance, grace and
encouragement, our VL C and Chapel School family can move ‘step by step' towards paying down our debt and
touching many more lives with Jesus' love!

The next opportunity for celebration will be Sunday, May 15" + Pentecost Sunday. How appropriate that on
that day, as we praise God for the gift of saving faith through the Holy Spirit at work within us, and as we confirm
young men and women in their Christian faith, we will announce our next Celebration Point + the next level of gifts
pledged. If you have not yet made your commitment, please keep the church, the campaign and your personal  in-
volvement in your prayers, and plan to offer your pledge before that date. We will announce, God willing, that our
congregation has passed the $1.1 million mark towards the goal!

On Pentecost, Celebration Sunday, May 15 + you are encouraged to bring One Week’ s Worth of your three-
year commitment to the Lord' shouse. In addition to your regular offering for ministry, please plan to make your first
donation to the campaign on May 15. How exciting to start the three-year cycle off with asignificant gift £ atrue
‘kick off' to our working and walking “step by step” to get the job done! Together, with God' s grace!

FOCUSONWOR3HIP

Chrigt and the Church

For half of the church year, roughly December through May, our worship centers around significant eventsin the life of Christ.
In accordance with ancient church traditions and as part of our continued spiritual growth as a worshiping community, we have
held special worship services and observances. Advent midweek services, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, Epiphany, Lenten
midweek services and Holy Week. We will observe the final “holy-day” of this period on Ascension Day, Thursday, May 5.

Ascension Day commemorates the point when Jesus had completed his earthly ministry and ascended into heaven. The disci-
ples had finally come to understand God' s plan of salvation through Jesus' birth, death and resurrection and they were ready to
carry on the ministry of the new church. Jesus' final gift to his faithful followers was to leave them so that the Holy Spirit could
come and work in them. We remember the dramatic evidence of the Spirit's presence on Pentecost, M ay 15, when we also wel-
come our young people into full membership through the Rite of Confirmation. This begins the second half of the church year,
the season of Pentecost, when we focus on our earthly mission as God' s people. Come to worship and see the Spirit at work
right here among us.

MAY 1+ SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 15-PENTECOST

X  Releasing of the dove at 10:15 am
MAY 5+ ASCENSION DAY X Confirmation at 10:45 am
X Worship at 8 pm X Step by Step Celebration Sunday

x  Cinco de Mayo refreshments provided by Blue Moon Café
MAY 22+ TRINITY SUNDAY

MAY 8+ SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER X Armed Forces Day

X Mother's Day MAY 29 + SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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MUSIC MINISTRY AT VLC — BURST INTO SONGS OF JOY @

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘ Your God reigns!’...Burst into songs of joy together.” (Isaiah 52)

YOUTH CHOIR — Rehearsas: Thursdays, May 12, 19 and 26 at 7-8:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room. Thursday, May
5, (Ascension Day) rehearsal at 7:30 p.m., service at 8 p.m. Sunday, May 8 (Mother's Day), warm-up at 8;15 and sing at 9
am. service. Mothersareinvited to join us. Sundays, May 15, 22 and 29, 8:30 warm-up and 9:00 am. service. If you have
any questions, please call George Heath at 337-0207 x1012 or e-mail at GHeath@vlc-ny.org.

CHANCEL CHOIR will sing at the 9 am. service on May 1, 8, 15 and 22. We will aso sing for the Ascension Day service
at 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 5. Rehearsals continue each Thursday night at 8 p.m., except for May 26 (Memorial Day
Weekend).

FAITHWALK will rehearse on Tuesdays, May 3 and 10, and sing for the Confirmation service at 10:45 am. on May 15.
We will then prepare for one more Sunday in June before breaking for the summer.

Our annual Chapel School Golf Outing isall set for Tuesday, June 21,

2005 at Leewood Golf Club. EVEN if you do not golf, join us for

dinner. The WPLJABC team of Todd Pettengill and Bill Evans will
be our hosts and masters of ceremonies for the dinner/raffle drawing/ and auction. Make your reservations early as we are
expecting a capacity crowd. RS| Sports Memorabilia will again be offering great silent auction items. Some friends of the
VLC & CS have aready stepped forward to sponsor parts of the outing, however, we are till looking for more sponsors,
raffle prizes and, of course, players. If you areinterested in sponsoring, or if you know of someone or some company who
might be interested, please contact Jim Dhyne or Kevin Cook at 337-3202.

It isnot too late to order your tickets for the Lutheran Day at Shea game! NY Metsvs. San Francisco Giants. Saturday,
June 4, 2005, 1:20pm, $16.00 per ticket Upper Deck,. Deadline to order tickets is Wednesday, May 4, 2005. Thisisagreat
opportunity to have a good time and support Lutheran Quality Education at the same time.

Chapel School will once again be offering a Summer Program this coming summer. Our program will be offered to chil-
dren ages 3 through 10. Mrs. Lynn Lenaisour Director of Summer Programs and a number of Chapel School faculty
members will be working with her. There will be 8 weeks of flexible scheduling throughout the summer. Brochures are
available in the office.

AN ART FILLED CHURCH FOR THE

Sja’]n&l a’]d in— Our beautiful church and its appointments are the result of many loving
hearts. Over the decades plans were laid, the building constructed, and
Frted here furnishings designed and created. Many items around the sanctuary were

donated by familiesin memory or honor of loved ones.

On Palm Sunday, we re-dedicated at the 10:45 service a bronze processional
crossfirst created and donated to the Village Lutheran Church in 1950 by the
late Adele and Harold Werring in memory of Adele®mother, Katherine
Ruman. The Werrings were long time members at VLC from the early 1940s
until 1971. Their son Kenneth and his wife, Mary, returned to worship with us.
We praise God for this handsome piece of artwork, refurbished to the glory of
God in loving memory of Adele and Harold. May it always remind us to "Lift
High the Cross" of our Lord Jesus Christ! Hallelujah!
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Thisyear the Youth Groupsremain unchanged.

The Voyagers Youth Group consists of 3- 6 gradeand is
run primarily by Erika.

The Confirmation Il (7th Grade) and Confirmation 111
(8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Y outh Group. Michael
Schultz and Pastor Hartwell will be the primary leaders
for this group.

Finally, the Crusader Y outh Group is 9 - 12 grade, and
will be lead by Erika and Michael.

VOYAGERS: GRADES 3 -6

M eetings. Voyagers will meet Thursday nights from
6:00-7:00 p.m. We will usualy meet in the Multi-
Purpose Room. In May, we will meet on the 5th, 19th
and 26th. Please call Erikawith any questions.

LI FERS: GRADES 7 -8

M eetings: Lifers regular meeting night will now be
Thursdays, from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. We will usually meet in
the Art Room. In May, wewill meet on the 5th. Special
Meeting for 8th grade on May 10th.

8th Grade Confirmation Rehearsal and Pictures -
Tuesday, May 10. 6:00 - 7:30 pm.

Confirmation Sunday - May 15, 10:45 Service.
Confirmands please be at VLC by 10:15 AM. 7th grade
Confirmands please remember you are in charge of the
reception refreshments.

CRUSADERS: GRADES 9 - 12

Meetings. We will meet on Sundays....sometimes
mornings, sometimes evenings. In May, we will meet for
a breakfast meeting at 10:15 am.

Spring Retreat - Friday, May 6 - Saturday, May 7.
Our student Y outh Worker, Julia Hauser has planned a
trip to Great Adventure in New Jersey. It will cost
$75.00 per person for your park ticket and hotel costs on
Friday evening. You will also need meal money.
Transportation is also needed for thistrip. We hopeto
leave by 6 pm on Friday evening and return by 9:00 pm
on Saturday evening. Please sign-up on the Y outh Board
by Sunday, May 1 and indicate if you can provide
transportation. Any questions about this please contact
Julia, julialovesnyc@hotmail.com or Erika.

All YOUTH: GRADES 3 - 12

The Annual Tag Salewas held Saturday,

April 16. Many thanksto all who helped out with
this. Weraised almost $2000.00 for our Youth
programs!

PLEASE REMEMBER
YOUR FRIENDS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME!!
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Parish Health News

Y oga classes are on Monday at 7 p.m. in the Multi-purpose room. Drop in. Cost is $10. Call Faith

Forliano at 725-8035 for more information.

The Village Lutheran Church isa proud member of the Lutheran Counseling Center (LCC)
Membership Assistance Program (M AP). Through this partnership, VLC members and friends can
access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session (for up to 4 sessions). LCC also takes
major health insurances and uses a sliding scale. Call Pastor Hartwell to arrange for the MAP sessions.
Isn't your mental health and happiness worth the time? LCC providesindividual, couple, and family
counseling, professional, yet Christian. Call (914) 337-0207 (ext. 1022) for details.

ArthritisWalk for the Arthritis Foundation at Battery Park on May 22, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Did you know? Arthritis affects nearly 70 million Americans; 1 in 3 adults, and amost 300,000 children.
Arthritis resultsin 39 million physician visits. Arthritis costs the U.S. economy more than $86 billion
annualy. Arthritis refers to more than 100 different diseases that affect areas in and around the joints.
Support the Arthritis Walk, on May 22, by joining the BLESSED team, or by supporting with a donation.
See the tract rack or http://arthritisny.kintera.org/. for more information (or see Pastor Hartwell or Julie

Taylor).

The*“Village” Seniors

Fellowship Opportunities:

The next VLC Seniors Luncheon will be held on
Tuesday, May 10. Please join us for adelicious
lunch and friendship at 11:30 am. in the Multi-
Purpose Room. Singer Michael Quigley will be
our guest performer. Please make your
reservations by filling out the tear-off from the
bulletin or by calling Charlotte Vogt (914-793-
1264). Also mark the calendar for our end of the
year reception at Siwanoy Country Club on June
14 at 11:30 AM. Cost is $30 per person for this
beautiful catered lunch with cocktails at our
beautiful Bronxville Club.

, 76 7,0 (
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Liketojog? Does starting your weekend off with
anice run around the streets of Bronxville and
Eastchester with a group of familiar faces sound
appealing to you? We are looking to begin a
"running group” Saturday mornings with members
and friends to the VL C. Our pace is conversational
and distances redlistic so anyone, from beginner to
advanced, could join us. We will start at 9:00 am.
from the church parking lot. Our first run will be
Saturday, May 7th. If you are interested, contact
Ruth DeRosa (337-2770).

Good News Christian Coffee House presents
ISSUES OF FAITH on Saturday, May 14, 2005 at
7:30 p.m.

Once again the Village Lutheran Church and Chapel School family isinvited to Blue Moon

Mexican Caféin Bronxville (on Sagamore Road, just steps from the train station) for deli-

cious meals on two specia dates: Monday and Tuesday, May 9 and 10. When members and
friends present a coupon (available right here at VLC/CS!) along with payment, 20% of your payment
isreturned to us! Y ou dinewell £ lunch, dinner, take-out and delivery + and your church/school gain
some fine support. So + plan now for dinner out (maybe alate Mother's Day treat?) ‘Ole!
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Confirmation Sunday

On May 15th, fifteen Confirmands will receive the Rite
of Confirmation. Please join mein praying for and
celebrating the faith of: Chris Dapp, Tom Donotone,
Emma Florek, Emilie George, Paige GrandPre,
Stephanie Introcaso, Lauren Kavanagh, Rebecca
Kollmann, JessicaMurrer, John Paribello, Jason Reidl,
Justin Reidl, Alexander Simonides, and Courtney
Waldmann!

A scension Night Service

Our Ascension Night service on Thursday, May 5 will
conclude with alovely reception in the Friendship
Room, featuring delightful cinnamon desserts,
‘churros,’ from Blue Moon Mexican Cafe. That same
dateis Cinco de Mayo, Mexican Independence Day,
and so our local favorite Mexican restaurant is treating
their VLC/CSfriends to alovely dessert. Seeyouin
church and afterwards!

We Touch Lives 24/7!

Longtime VLC member and squash player Tony DeRosa,
connected our church/school with City Squash, a program
that combines teaching the sport with academic mentoring
for urban middle schoolers. The kids come to us once a
week and use a classroom for one-on-one tutoring before
playing squash at Concordia’ s racquet sports center. Read
this excerpt from the director’ s letter of March 10, 2005 to
Tony and Chapel School Assistant Principal Michael
Schultz, and give thanks that we opened our doors and thus
helped in a small way for one student’ s success!

A wonderful thing happened today. Tanesha Jackson, an eighth grader, was awarded a full scholarship to the
Hill School, aboarding school outside of Philadelphia. Tanesha found out this morning. When Sarah Petrie, our
director of academics, happened to see her at Middle School 45 alittle while later, Tanesha sprinted down the
hall to hug her, crying tears of joy. Tanesha's mom, Maria, an amazing lady who has dedicated her life to her
children, immediately broke down in tears when | told her the news on the phone. "Thank you, God," she said
over and over, "thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you."

This opportunity will change Tanesha®life forever. An African-American, Taneshalives on 161st Street in the
Bronx, some forty blocks from Middle School 45, in one of the toughest parts of New York City. When it was
time for her to enter sixth grade, her mom fought tooth and nail to get her into Middle School 45, which, in spite
of the distance from their apartment, was attractive because of its successful chess program...as fate would have

it, Tanesha never joined the chess team.

Taneshawas one of the hundreds of sixth gradersinvited to try out for City Squash®inaugural classtwo and a
half years ago; she not only made the team, she quickly established herself as one of our best players and went
on to win her division of the National Urban Championshipstwo yearsin arow. Sheisbright, talented, viva-

cious, fun and determined to succeed in life.

We are overjoyed for Tanesha ... Astwo of City Squash's most generous supporters, you should be proud and
happy, too. We could not do what we do without the Village Lutheran Church and Chapel School. It issome-
times said that if you change just one life for the better, you have truly done good. Today, we know we have

done that.
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"Comeonel Comeall!"

to our New Membership/Information Class
beginning on April 24 at 12:30 p.m. hereat
the Village L utheran Church.

The 8 sessions course will be taught by Associate
Pastor Deric Taylor and Concordia College
Professor, Dr. Jane Buerger. Thisisacourse for
those who would fit into these three categories: those
who would like to join the congregation, those who
wish to learn more about the Lutheran Church
(perhaps school parents or prospective school parents
who wish to understand the Lutheran Church better)
or those who are Lutherans and wish to re-study the
basics with Christian friends in an enjoyabl e setting.
For additional information please contact Pastor
Taylor a 337-0207 ext. 1021.
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Wemorial/ Honored Voices

Gracious gifts were received from

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Keeney, in honor of Michael
Schultz's ministry of Christian education,

Randolph and Erika Wirkki, in honor of Sarah
Blanco' s first Communion,

Henry and Anita Zinck, in memory of their parents,

And from BarbaraMocciain honor of her grandson
Paul Paribello®first Communion.

Our sincere thanksto all.
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