
 

 

Straight from the Hart 
By Rev. Dr . Robert Hartwell 

The past month the VLC seniors and their friends gathered at the Lake Naomi Country 
Club in the Pocono’s for lunch after a brisk morning of shopping. All had a wonderful 
time and special thanks are extended to Anita and Vincent Palmese for organizing the 
luncheon. 

For those who do not know, the “Pocono Pine”  area is better known to many as 
“Lutherland.”  It was a vacation haven for many in its heyday and remains a quiet 
summer homestead for many in our community. 

Of course, over time, much has changed in Lutherland. We took a tour of the area as our 
lovely "tour guide" Anita reminded us what was new, what had gone and what folks 
might remember from the good old days. 

So many things had changed. Churches, schools, and even travel destinations rise and 
fall. As we continue to celebrate our 60th anniversary in our Chapel School and the 90th 
for the Village Lutheran Church I am humbled that God has allowed this ministry to 
continue for so many years. I am also committed (more than ever) to see this ministry of 
Word and Sacrament continue for my children and for the many children, adults and 
seniors of lower Westchester, the Bronx and Connecticut who will need this ministry in 
the years to come. 

Those who know me well know that the VLC and the Chapel School are always close to 
my heart. I go to sleep reflecting on our needs and joys and wake up with a prayer of 
supplication to the God of Grace for our ministry. 

Please join me in praying for our ministries!  

  In Thanksgiving: That God has sustained us these many years. 

 In Confession: For missed opportunities or the times we have  hurt our common 
  ministry in thought, word or deed. 

 In Supplication: That God would use us in mighty ways as we dedicate our time, 
  talents and treasures to make our ministry vibrant. 

 In Faith: That God would continue to make us strong, take away the financial 
obstacles that distract us from our mission and finally that we be empowered to keep our 
focus on those who have no faith in God and in strengthening the faith and life of 
congregation, children and community. 

A thought about Lutherland, God©s goodness and our commitment to the future that is 
straight from the Hart. 
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The Wednesday Morning Bible Discussion group 
will meet each Wednesday from 10:45 - 12 noon. A 
Case for Christ and the Book of Acts will be 
discussed. 

VLC Bi b l e St u d y /  Pr ayer   Op p or t u n i t i es   
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
 
The next Women’s Bible Study/LWML will be 
held Sat., Nov. 18 from 8:30-10:30am.  Please read 
Chapter 2 of ªReally Bad Girls of the Bibleº and 
bring a breakfast item to share.  The book is        
available for purchase at the piano book store in   
the Friendship Room.  If you have not previously 
joined us, it is not too late – you are welcome!  See 
Julie Taylor or call 793-9075 for more details 

Reformation Service at West Point 
Join VLC members in celebrating the 
100th  Anniversary Jubilee Reformation 
Service at West Point Military         
Academy on Sunday, October 29, 2006 
at 4:00 p.m. at West Point Cadet Chapel 
with Reception to follow in the                 

Dwight Eisenhower Hall. 
 

The Reformation Service will conclude the 100th     
Anniversary celebrations and will be co-hosted by   
Concordia College–New York which is celebrating its 
125th anniversary. This worship service will bring    
together musicians and choirs from across the district 
and promises to be a wonderful way to bring thanks 
and glory to God as we close the year’s jubilee        
celebrations.  Dinner is available after the service for 
$15.00. Carpooling is recommended.  

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 
ªThe Alpha and The Omegaº 

 The Greek letters Alpha and Omega, i.e. the first and last letters of the alphabet, have long been used to show the timeless 
and eternal nature of God.  This idea comes from the Book of Revelation, the prophetic vision of the Gospel writer John.  
One such statement is found in Rev. 21:6, part of the assigned readings for All Saints Sunday (November 5), and reminds us 
that death is truly not an end for those who are claimed by Christ.  The same picture is found in Rev. 1:8, part of the assigned 
readings for Christ the King Sunday (November 26), and reminds us here that God' s Kingdom is beyond any small glimpse 
that we can see here on earth. 

 This idea of first and last, beginning and end, is especially noticeable in November, when we come to the end of the church 
year and the days grow shorter and colder.  Just after our Scripture readings point to the end of all things, we find ourselves 
back at the beginning, awaiting the birth of the little baby whose life would ultimately be sacrificed for ours. 

 Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end:  We worship you, our Lord and 
King. 

NOVEMBER 4-5 – All Saints Sunday 
x� Pastor Hartwell, preaching 

x� Special remembrance booklet and memorials 

x� Cherub Choir sings at 9:00 a.m. 

  

NOVEMBER 11-12 – 23rd Sunday After  Pentecost 

x� Pastor Taylor, preaching 

x� Good News Gourmet Coffee House on Saturday at    
 7:00 p.m. 

  
 

NOVEMBER 18-19 – 24th Sunday After  Pentecost 

x� Pastor Hartwell, preaching 

x� Musical leadership by FaithWalk 

x� Health Fair 

 NOVEMBER 22 – Thanksgiving Eve 

x� Pastor Taylor, preaching 

x� Festival worship service at 7:30 pm 

 

 NOVEMBER 25-26 – Chr ist the K ing Sunday 

x� Pastor Taylor, preaching 



 

 

 

Our first Open Houses for prospective families of students entering Pre-K and students entering K-8 were 
very well attended.  It appears that once again there will be limited openings at The Chapel School next 
year.  We are now accepting applications for the 2007-2008 school year.  The re-enrollment process of 
current students will begin in early November.  All current students will need to get their re-enrollment 
forms in by December 15th to keep their priority consideration.  An admissions committee will meet early 
in the calendar year to select applications to fill the remaining positions. 

The Village Lutheran Church members and siblings of current Chapel School students will have the next priority after current 
students IF THEY APPLY BEFORE December 15th.   

There is no doubt that many of our classes will reach capacity.  If you or someone you know is interested in possibly attending 
The Chapel School next year, please attend one of our upcoming Open Houses.  Our next K-8 Open House is Thursday, Novem-
ber 2nd at 9:00am and our next Pre-K Open House is Friday, November 17th  at 1:15pm.  For Pre-K in particular, the earlier you 
get your application submitted, the better chance you will have of getting your child enrolled. 

 Our October chapel offerings went to support the LCMS World Relief/Human Care project, Barnyard Buddies.  This project 
helps purchase livestock for families in different parts of the world, providing needed food and an income source.  The November 
designated recipient of our chapel offerings and donated food items will be Eastchester Community Action Program. 

 The Chapel School is still collecting ªBox Tops For Educationº.  General Mills gives us cash when we redeem these box tops.  
The cash is used to purchase classroom ªextrasº.  Please help support this effort and bring box tops into the school office or the 
receptionist.  

 Please join us on Friday, November 17, 2006 at the Siwanoy Country Club for a great evening of celebration and fellowship.  
We will be honoring Joseph & Alisa White Holland and Salvatore and Annette Rossi.  They have all had a tremendous positive 
impact on the ministry of VLC & CS.  If for some reason you did not receive an invitation in the mail, please contact either the 
church or school office. 

            LIBRARY AUTOMATION COMPLETED! 

 The exciting change in the school library is the installation and completion of transferring our book                                          
collection onto a computer catalog.  All book circulation is now accomplished with a scanning process.  Students and faculty 
have access to DESTINY (Follett Software Comp.), our computer catalog, from any computer in the building.  Mrs. Peterson, 
Librarian, wishes to publicly thank the following for their bar code labeling assistance (of our 11,000 books) during the months 
of August and September. 

   From VLC:  Hannah Hartwell, Cliff Peterson, Betty Roberts, Bob Roberts, Marion Scaramuzzino and Ellen Spring 

   From Chapel School:  Angie Bason, Peta-Rose Blake, Chris Canning, Ann Caruso, Pauline Caulfield,                                  
 Kathy Connor-Wareham, Mary Elmes, Nancy Kashima, Ilse Koerper, Alethea Lewis, and  Miwako Nagano 

 We thank all those who generously provided the funds for Chapel School to automate the Library at the March 2006 Auction.  
The students and faculty are pleased with this new step forward in library services. 
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Check out the VLC &  Chapel School Piano Bookshop in the Friendship Room. New at the Piano   Bookshop: 
The Christian Babysitters Handbook, The Case for Christ, No More Christian Nice Guy,  The Christian 
Faith, Christian History Made Easy, New Testament and Old Testament CD Roms, a bargain basket of  
books from Concordia Publishing House (first come, first served) and more.  There are many good 
Christmas gifts and several very special childrens' books on Thanksgiving that would make great gifts.   

A Little Inspiration:   
Give God what's right -- not what's left.                                                                                                            

Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop.  
Exercise daily -- walk with the Lord.  

 



 

 

 

 

We have decided to once again offer our 
delicious Cranberry Relish for your 
Thanksgiving table!!  Please order from 
the Church Bulletin or calling Erika 

Schultz (914) 395 1954.  Order by November 
15th.  Distribution on November 19th.  $5.00 
each.  This is our first fund raiser for the National 
Youth Gathering 2007. 

  Village Youth                                       
Cranberry Relish is BACK!! !    

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As the VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy us in the 
morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

Youth Choir  Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on Nov. 2, 9, 30 and 
on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on Nov 5 and 19.  We will also sing at the 9 a.m. service on these 
Sundays.  We will also have a rehearsal before the Thanksgiving Eve service at 7pm  and we will sing at the 7:30 
pm service. 

Chancel Choir  will sing at the 9:00 a.m. service on November 5, 12 and 26, and at the Thanksgiving Eve Service.  
Rehearsals are Thursdays from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m., except for November 23. 

Village Bells will ring at the Thanksgiving Eve Service.  Rehearsals are on Wednesdays from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m.  
Please meet at 7:00 on November 22, prior to the service. 

FaithWalk will lead the music at 9:00 and 10:45 on November 19.  Rehearsals are Tuesdays, November 7 and 14, 
from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the church.  Please contact Debbie Reiss for more information at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 
or DREISS@VLC-NY.ORG 

After a busy fall schedule, we'll once again 
be back at the VLC for November!  The 
next luncheon will be on Tuesday,             
November 14 and we hope  everyone will 
come for a lovely afternoon.  Rev. Marty 
Conkling from Concordia College will    
discuss Martin Luther and the Reformation. 

Please call in your reservation(s)  to the 
VLC or to Charlotte Vogt (914) 422-5646 

The ªVillage” Seniors 

Plan and Purpose Events:  

Harvest Home:  Join us for a wonderful evening of celebration and fellowship   
Friday, November 17, 2006 at the Siwanoy Club in Bronxville.   This 4th Annual 
Harvest Home we graciously honor,  Joseph & Alisa White Holland  and 
Salvatore and Annette Rossi 

 Services of Prayer  for  Thanksgiving and Healing for  our  Anniversary Year 

These are wonderful half hour services that thank God for His gifts and ask for 
healing and His Spirit' s guidance in the future.  The services include special music, a blessing at the altar 
and words of  testimony from a VLC member.  Watch the church bulletin for the details of the next       
service.  



 

 

Village Youth                                       
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November 

2006 

The Voyagers Youth Group consists of 3 - 6 grade and is run primarily by Erika.  The Confirmation II (7th Grade) 
and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the L ifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell, Pastor Taylor and Michael 
Schultz will be the primary leaders of this group. Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group is 9 - 12 grade, and will be led 
by Erika and Michael. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6 

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 ± 7:00 PM.  Our usual meeting place in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  Please enter the building through the main school doors and look for signs if we need to meet 
elsewhere.  Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever 
activity you can!!   In November we will meet on the 2nd, 16th and 30th. 
 

 LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 
The Lifers regular meeting night is on Thursdays, from 6:00 ± 7:00 PM.  We will usually meet in the Art Room.       
In November we will meet on the 2nd, 9th, 16th and 30th. 
 

Lost and Found Concert ~ Saturday, November 11th.  Join us for the Coffee House at VLC, and then we will go to 
the Lost and Found Concert at Concordia College.  Coffee House starts at 6:00 PM and the tickets for concert are $10 
if you purchase them at the Coffee House at VLC.  Concert starts at 7:00 PM, in Sommer Center at Concordia.  If you 
purchase the tickets at the Concert they are $12.00. 
 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 
The Crusaders regular  meetings will usually be held on Sundays.  Sometimes after the 9:00 AM service and 
sometimes on Sunday evenings.   In November we will meet on the 5th @ 10:15 AM for a regular meeting.   Pizza 
and Game night on the 19th, 5:30 ± 7:00 PM. 
 

Lost and Found Concert ~ Saturday, November 11th.  Join us for the Coffee House at VLC, and then we will go to 
the Lost and Found Concert at Concordia College.  Coffee House starts at 6:00 PM and the tickets for concert are $10 
if you purchase them at the Coffee House at VLC.  Concert starts at 7:00 PM, in Sommer Center at Concordia.  If you 
purchase the tickets at the Concert they are $12.00.                                                                                              
 

Cranberry Relish Fundrasier ~ We will once again be offering Cranberry Relish this Thanksgiving.  We will be 
making this on November 18th starting at 1PM.  Distribution will be on November 19th, in between services. 
 

Next Summer (July 28 ± August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  Once 
again this will be held in Or lando Flor ida!!  This is a WONDERFUL opportunity for 
Youth to boldly come together in the name of Jesus Christ to proclaim, celebrate, and 
witness their salvation through Him, rejoice in the fellowship of their church and be 

affirmed and nurtured in their lives as God' s people through Word and Sacrament.   We also plan to spend some time 
at Disney and/or Universal.  I f you were unable to sign up by the deadline, we may still be able to get you 
registered before November  1st, please contact Er ika ASAP.   
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Fellowship Opportunities 

  

  
 

“ One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’  
feet and thanked Him – and he was a Samaritan.”  Luke 17:15-16 

 This section of Scripture is from the story in the Gospel according to St. Luke where Jesus heals 10 men with      
leprosy. As you know, the story goes on to say that although Jesus healed all 10, only one returns to give thanks.  
The one who returns is a Samaritan. Samaritans do not associate with Jews. 

 Many themes jump out at us in this little story. The passage speaks about gratefulness (it is usually the Gospel   
reading for Thanksgiving Day.) It speaks about the treatment of those who are sick. It speaks about prejudice. It  
even speaks about the topic of evangelism. What, evangelism? Yes! 

 Notice the words, ªpraising God in a loud voice.º Obviously, this man was very happy about being healed. He was 
equally inspired to let the whole world know that it was God who healed him! We do not know exactly what he did 
after leaving Jesus, but I would guess that he told everyone about it, repeatedly! 

 During this time of thanksgiving, may we be as excited about the one who gives us everything, including forgive-
ness of sins, and everlasting life. May we be so moved to tell the whole world about our wonderful God who desires 
all to know of His love for them. May we be filled with His Holy Spirit to ªpraise Him with a loud voice,º by either 
using our voice or by serving the world with acts of Christ-centered kindness. 

 May your Thanksgiving Day celebrations be filled with opportunities to share your joy-filled gratitude of Jesus! 

 

 Pastor Taylor   

The Village Lutheran Church will continue the 
Good News Chr istian Coffee House on                
November 11 with Lost and Found.  The Coffee 
House opens at 6 pm with free Green Mountain    
Flavored Coffees and pastries. The concert begins at 
7 pm sharp across the street at the Sommer Center on 
the Concordia College campus.  The cost for the  
concert is $10 per person.  

The  Village Lutheran Church is located on State 
Road 22 in the Village of Bronxville, across from 
Concordia College at 172 White Plains Rd. For more               
information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 
 

 

Thrivent For Lutherans                                 
Chapter Leadership Board Election 

The election for next year' s board members of 
the Metro North NY Chapter of  Thrivent for       
Lutherans will be held at VLC on Sunday,       
November 5, 2006.  The election will be held in 
the Multi-purpose room between the 9 and 10:45 
services.  Chapter leaders  are responsible for 
allocating dollars to community service teams 
for helping individuals, families and qualified 
not-for-profit organizations. These funds can  be 
very beneficial, so if you are a Thrivent member, 
please stop by and cast a ballot.   



 

 

 

 

Pa r i sh  Hea l t h  News 
If you are allergic to animals, but cannot bear to part with your pet try these strategies:  
x�  Keep your pet out of at least two rooms, the bedroom and the living room. If your pet once slept in those rooms, wash as 

much of the linens or upholstery as possible with hot water; consider buying a new mattress, and comforter.  

x� Make sure anyone handling the animal washes their hands with soap immediately afterwards, every time 

x� Consider replacing fabric surfaces.. Furniture should be made of wood or have leather or vinyl covers. Floors should be 
bare - no carpets. 

x� Keep some windows open when the allergic person is in the house. A HEPA (High Efficiency Particulate Arrester) air 
filter will help keep the air throughout the house clean. 

x� Space heaters are better than forced hot air; forced air stirs up allergens into the air. 

x� Use an anti-allergy vacuum cleaner that filters and holds allergens to clean the house. 

x� Frequently wash dogs with lukewarm water and shampoo  Cats can be gently wiped down  with a damp cloth. 

x� A non-allergic family member or friend  should brush the pet outside the house. 

St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring initiative 
for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica'  s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit the growing family. 
We ask for your help in the following ways:  I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please 
notify the church office at 337-0207 when your child is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volun-
teers.  I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica’s Circle, you will be asked to prepare and deliver one dinner to 
the happy family on a rotating basis.  
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INTRODUCING THE LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK 
 Beginning with the first Sunday in November, the Village Lutheran Church will be using our new hymnal,  
Lutheran Service Book (LSB), in worship every week.  Probably the first change you will notice is the beautiful 
burgundy color of the cover.  The inside covers have been personalized for our congregation with  inlays of 
ªGrowing in God' s Graceº, the hymn written for our 75th anniversary and a listing of loved ones who have 
been honored or memorialized by a gift to underwrite the cost of the hymnals.  As you look through the pages, 
you will find mostly familiar hymns and liturgies along with some ªnew songsº for us to learn in the future.  

Some things you may note include: 

The first hymn (The Advent of Our God) is numbered 331.  This is because the hymn numbers are the same as the page num-
bers, making it easier to find your place. 

The original poetic language of many old and loved hymns as been restored, e.g. My Faith Looks Up to Thee (#702) and Take 
My Life and Let It Be (#783). 

Some favorite songs and hymns from All God’s People Sing are included here, e.g. Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee; Go, My 
Children, With My Blessing; and The Lamb. 

Most hymns are written in singable 4-part harmony; select hymns are shown with just the melody line to make it easier to     
follow. 

For further reflection, the Scriptural source(s) for all texts can be found at the lower left margin of each hymn and at the end of 
each line or section of liturgy. 

There are five settings of the Divine Service, including those most well known in our congregation and one new setting that we 
have learned in part, as well as other forms of liturgy which we can use for prayer services and the like. 

Please take time before or after worship each week to look through the hymnal and find out what else is there.  If you have any 
questions or comments, feel free to note them on the welcome card or contact Pastor Hartwell, Pastor Taylor or Debbie Reiss for 
further information. O, come, let us worship the Lord! 



 

 

  

 

 Memor ial/Honored                                               
Gifts were received from                                                 

Mrs. Barbara Clark 

In Memory of George T. Oldham 

 
 Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hartwell 

In memory of Albert Schinkel 

 
 Mrs. Dorothy McGinnis 

In memory of Mildred Kemsley 

 
 Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Palmese 

In Memory of Heinz Herberz 
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THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 
172 White Plains Road 
Bronxville, New York 10708 
 

www.vlc-ny.org 

 

Non-Profit Org.     
U.S. POSTAGE PAID   

Permit No. 7793            
Bronxville, NY  10708 

Please join us for worship:  Saturdays at 5:30 pm,  Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.                                     

Sunday School is held during the  9 am  service. 

The Village Lutheran Church 90th Anniversary 

The Chapel School 60th Anniversary 

Harvest Home 

Join us for  a wonder ful evening of celebration                     
and fellowship! 

Fr iday, November  17, 2006 

 This 4th Annual Harvest Home we graciously honor , 

 Joseph & Alisa White Holland 

& 

Salvatore and Annette Rossi 

 Look in the mail soon for  your  invitation. 

We look forward to seeing you at the                                   
Siwanoy Country Club. 

For  fur ther  information please contact: 

Bill Damato   914.337.0207 x 1039 


