THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND CHAPEL SCHOOL

Village Voices

Straight from the Hart

By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell

Last year as a part of our celebration of the 90th anniversary of the church and the 60th anniversary of the
school, Pastor Taylor, Minister of Music Deb Reiss and | planned prayer services to help celebrate the
occasion and to thank God for all that He has done.

Of course, like many peoplein our hectic world, we have very busy schedules. Y et, we talked about how
we did not mind the extra"burden” of another service. This service in particular was so meaningful to us
and to those who attended because it was quiet, brief yet unhurried, and meaningful to anyone with a need
to share.

For those who have never been, the service has just one hymn, a special solo or anthem, liturgy of praise
and also prayers of the church, abrief homily and then the service concludes (almost always in one half-
hour) with atime that each participant, if she/he wants, can come to the altar where a Pastor or Deacon will
make the sign of the cross on their forehead with holy oil and then speak a blessing or scripture promise to
the person.

Several people found it "odd" how the Pastor or Deacon seemed to know just the right thing to say. Of
course that is not due to the Pastor or Deacon but the Holy Spirit that uses the quiet service to encourage.

As we contemplated this year, we decided that following the hectic schedule of the 90/60 Anniversary we
needed to "get back" to the core of our ministry and make sure not to spread ourselves too thin. However,
we all agreed that the prayer services needed to stay. We have another opportunity as this service of prayer
for healing will be held on Monday, December 3 at 7 pm. Mark your calendars now for this special event.

During the days leading up to September, an event in the life of our church family helped to remind us of
what was so important. Stephanie Schultz, former baptized member of
the VLC and Chapel School alum (and relative of the Schultz and Cook
families) who had moved to Connecticut, was in a car accident. During
the days that followed her accident, as doctors frantically sought to
stabilize her frail body, her family, including her Aunt Deborah (nee
Schultz) Cook and her mom, Dee Schultz, became "prayer warriors"
Through e-mail and conversations they encouraged hundreds to pray for
Stephanie. And not just Stephanie, but othersin the family and persons
they met in the hospital. They praised God for steps along the way and
sought God's strength for whatever may come.

AS God always does, He answered their prayers, in ways they had hoped and in ways they might never
have imagined. Stephanie now continues (at the date of thiswriting) her rehab and (as the picture with her
sisters Lauraand Karin reveal) sheisthriving in the grace and power of God.

All of thishas led usto an even deeper appreciation of the privilege of prayer; that in Christ, we can stand
directly before the throne of God and share our sorrow and hurts, our repentance and faith, our doubts and
our joys.

But do we exercise this gift enough? Do we take time each day to pray to our loving Father? Do we speak
the names of our loved ones in the prayers of the church on Sunday and do we kneel at the altar and seek a
blessing for ourselves or aloved one? Although we are grateful for the events that move us to faith and
growth, it should not take a tragedy or even an anniversary to bring us to our knees. May the Spirit of the
Risen Christ that flowed over usin Baptism, lead us to daily times of prayer and praise. In His name we
pray. A thought about prayer that is straight from the Hart.
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML

The next Women'’ s Bible Study/LWML meeting will
be Saturday, November 17. We begin at 8:30 amin
the Multi-Purpose Room. Please read Chapter 4 of
“Rediscovering the Lord’s Prayer”, and p.7 of the
Catechism. At the conclusion of our meeting we will
pack boxes of suppliesfor our mission project,

hel ping people in Indiawho were impacted by the
tsunami. Also, begin to look for Lord's Prayer items
to bring in and share. Questions? See Julie Taylor or
call 793-9075.

WORSHIP

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home
Service at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale.
Services are held at 2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of
the month. Future services: November 19 (dueto
Veteran's Day), December 10 and January 14.

PRAYER SERVICES

Isany one of you in trouble? He should pray. |sany-
one happy? Let him sing songs of praise. |sany one of
you sick? He should call the leaders of the church to
pray over him and anoint him with ail in the name of
theLord. (James5:13-14) In honor of our 90/60
Anniversary last year, we introduced a new Service of
Prayer for Thanksgiving and Healing. These brief times
of quiet meditation featured personal testimony, music,
prayer and individual blessing at the altar. Inlight of the
positive response to these services, we will continue to
offer them on a quarterly basis. Thisyear's dateswill be
Monday evenings, December 3, March 3 and June 2,
from 7:00-7:45 p.m.

The Adult Bible discussion takes place on
Wednesdays from 10:45 - 12:00 in the Friendship
room. The Book of Genesiswill be discussed.

FOCUS ON WORSHIP
Faithful Stewardship

Y ou have seen our VLC core values reproduced in many placesthisfall. It might be easy to think that “faithful stewardship of
time, talents and financial resources’ means simply making sure your church offerings are up to date and maybe volunteering
for some activities. However, we are called to devote not just our time or money, but the very essence of ourselves, to God.
This means making all of our life choices in accordance with God' s will. Just as Martha's sister, Mary, chose to sit at the feet
of Jesus, we can choose to spend time with God being strengthened in worship and private devotion. Then, when we are back
out in the world, the Spirit will guide usin doing what is pleasing to God.

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and
good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word. (2 Thessalonians 2:16- 17)

NOVEMBER 3 4— All SaintsDay (observed)
X Commemoration of the Fathful Departed
X Fathwak sngng
X Pador Taylor preaching
NOVEMBER 10/ 11— 24" Sunday after Pentecost
X VeeransDay Weekend

X  Pagor Hartwdl preaching
NOVEMBER 17/ 18— 25" Sunday after Pentecost

X Cherub Choir dnginga 9:00am.
X  Pagor Hartwdl preaching

NOVEMBER 21 - Thanksgiving Eve Service
(7:30 p.m.)

X Fegivd Bucherig with choirs
X  Pagor Hartwdl preaching

NOVEMBER 24/ 25— Christ theKing
X  Lag Sunday inthe church yeaer
X Pador Taylor preaching
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Please join us on Friday, November 16, 2007 at the Lake Isle Country Club in Eastchester for a
great evening of celebration and fellowship. We will be honoring Anthony and Lynne Colavita,
Lynn Lenaand Martin and Jean Murrer. It will be awonderful opportunity for us to say thank you
to some very specia people who have all had atremendous positive impact on the ministry of
VLC & CS. If for some reason you did not receive an invitation in the mail, please contact either
the church or school office.

Invite afriend or neighbor to one of our upcoming Open Houses. Not only will they get information regarding The
Chapel School, but they will have a chance to ask questions and tour the facility. Please share the following dates with
them:

Our next open houses are scheduled for November 2 and December 7, 2007.
The K-8 Open House begins at 9:00am
The Pre-K Open House begins at 1:15

Our October chapel offerings went to support Hearts for Jesus— Wellsfor Tanzania. The installation cost of afresh wa
ter well is about $5,000. Right now, villagers must carry fresh water for long distances. The planisto dig wells by exist-
ing mission sites. These locations would then generate a hub of village activity as an excellent opportunity for outreach
to share God' slove. The November designated recipient of our chapel offerings and donated food items will be East-
chester Community Action Program.

The Chapel School is still collecting “Box Tops for Education”. General Mills gives us cash when we redeem these box
tops. The cashis used to purchase classroom “extras’. Please help support this effort and bring box tops into the school
office or the receptionist.

Chapel School’sAnnual Hispanic Heritage Celebration
Una Jornada de Musica Latina!

As part of Chapel School's annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration, Columbian
singer/musician Herve Hernandez took the students on a2Journey of Latin Mu-
sic® on Monday, October 1, 2007. Starting with Mexican favorites, Sr. Hernandez
played his guitar masterfully as he sang songs from Cuba, Puerto Rico, the

Herve Hemandez entertains  Dominican Republic, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Argentinaand Spain.

Chapel School studens A g de from enjoying the music . . . and even a chance to get up and dance.. . .

students learned about the different rhythms predominantly used is each country
(salsa, mamba, meringue, flamenco, et. al.) and their origins (Spain, Africa, etc.).
aSr. Hernandez was wonderful ,° said Fourth Grade Teacher and Hispanic
Heritage Unit Co-Chair Gloria Romano.
aHe provided just the right blend of fun,
education and great music!®

Herve Hernandez has performed all around
the world, but has worked primarily en Los
Estados Unidos for the past 34 years. You
can see him, amost nightly, at Tex-Mex
Restaurant Casa Maya on Central Avenuein
Scarsdale.

Chapel Students M acarenal




“LET USEXALT HISNAME TOGETHER”
TheVLC Music Ministry

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3).

Y outh Choir will rehearse on Thursday evenings from 7-8 pm on November 1, 15 and 29 and Sunday mornings
from 8:15-8:50 on November 4 and 18. We will aso rehearse at 7pm on November 21 for the Thanksgiving
Service.

Chancel Choir will rehearse on Thursdays, November 1, 8, 15 and 29, at 8:00 p.m. in the church and a 7:00 on
Wednesday, November 21, for the Thanksgiving Service.

Village Bells will rehearse on Wednesdays, November 7, 14 and 28, at 7:15 p.m. in the church and at 6:45 on
November 21 for the Thanksgiving Service.

Faithwalk will participate in worship on Sunday, November 4, at 9:00 and 10:45 am. We will look for our next
date in January 2008; watch for further details.

For more information, please contact Minister of Music Deborah Reiss
at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DReiss@vlc-ny.org

Good News Christian
The Coffee House

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on Saturday,
November10, as Contemporary Christian Music 2The Rich Dieguez Band" takes the Coffee
House stage. The Coffee House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and
pastries. The Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School
students/Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLC
islocated at 172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, New Y ork 10708. For more information
call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org.

The“Village” Seniors VL C and Chapel School
Rebate Program

After abusy fall schedule,
we will once again be back at
the VLC for November!

B DeCicco Market Place, 305 New

3 Rochelle Road, Bronxville, has
added the VL C and Chapel School
to their Rebate Program.

The next luncheon will be on
When you check out at the register simply say,
Tuesday, November 13 aplease put my total towards the Village
and we hope everyone will comefor alovely Lutheran Church Rebate Program.
afternoon.

Each month DeCicco' s will write acheck to
the VLC. It doesn't cost us or the shopper
anything but it means a little extrafor us!

Please call in your reservation(s) tothe VLC Questions, call DeCicco's at 914-668-3149)!

or to Charlotte Vogt (914) 422-5646
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz. The Confirmation Il (7th Grade) and
Confirmation I11 (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group. Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will be the primary leaders
of thisgroup. Finally, the Crusader Youth Group will be led by Ms. Amanda Lavoie for grades9 - 12 . Contact Pastor

Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Y outh groups.

VOYAGERS: Grades3—-6

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 — 7:00 pm. Our usual meeting place is the Multi-
Purpose Room. Please enter the building through the Reception Door and look for signs if we need to meet elsewhere.
Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever activity you can!!
In November we will meet on the 8", 15", and 29". Any questions?? Please call Erikaat (914) 395-1954 or
tyandbash@aol.com

LIFERS: Grades7-8

Lifer Youth, (grades 7 & 8) meet on most Thursday evenings from 6:00pm - 7:00pm in the Art Room for
confirmation. Confirmands are reminded to compl ete their worship reports and turn them in. There are ten reports
required for this year. Questions? Please contact Pastor Taylor at dtaylor@vlc-ny.org or at 337-0207x1021.

CRUSADERS: Grades9-12

There will be a Crusaders Y outh Group meeting on Sunday, November 18 at 10:30 am in the Y outh Room. Open to any
9-12th graders! For more information watch the Sunday bulletin or contact Amanda Lavoie at 914-337-0207 (1029) or
Alavoie@thechapelschool.or g.

Mark your Calendars! Worship Assistant Review Sessions

Two Worship Assistant Review Sessionswill be
offered in November as an introduction and
refresher to all those who serve, or would like to
serve, in worship. For those who are new, this will
provide all the information you need; those who

November: Join us at Harvest Home,
Friday, November 16, 2007,
7 p.m. Reception & 8 p.m. Dinner.

December: On December 31, 2007, the church will have served before will be able to share their knowl-
count down the new year and celebrate the successful edge, clarify questions and ensure that everyone
(God willing) completion of the Skinny on Sacrifice has the same understanding of our procedures.

Challenge. Volunteers are needed to help decorate, coor- : . -

dinate refreshments, read alesson at the service and help ,:\Alilnli_;ece:trgr:,rec aﬁgg&ﬂg‘ cri?eéts?nstgun;sagynd Assisting

set up & cle_an up. Please sign the up on thetear off sheet November 4, at 10:00 am. in the church. All ushers

in the bulletin or call 914-337-0207 (1022). are asked to meet on Sunday November 18, at 10:00
am. in the Friendship Room. If you

Voters Meetings for the coming season - all on Sundays ~ Would like to serve but have not yet

at 12noon: January 27, 2008, April 6, 2008 and signed up, please contact the church of-
June 8, 2008 fice at 914-337-0207, ext. 1003.
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Evangelism Cormer

“I was EXTREMELY concerned because | had to make this flight, and my taxi driver was late! | could fedl the pressure
in my head building even as | was telling myself, 2Don't get upset. Try to see what God is teaching you in this situa-
tion.° This has been a personal focus of mine in recent years, striving to be patient to see what God is teaching me in
situations | don't understand. | was really trying to see the hand of God in this, but | was having a VERY difficult time!

This story takes place a couple of months ago when | was attending a meeting in St. Louis, MO with members from all
geographic points of our national church body. | flew out on Thursday and scheduled myself to return on Saturday night
since | was to preach Sunday morning here at the VLC. | should have seen the danger signs coming when | booked the
flight and found out that there was only one non-stop flight back to the New York area from St. Louis on Saturday
night. If | missed it, too bad, no more flights available! | took aleap of faith and booked it anyway.

The meetings went well, but to be honest, al | could think about on Saturday was worrying about getting to the airport
ON TIME to make my flight. | contacted the car service the day before (as | was instructed) and gave them my flight
information and location. They told me the time they would pick me up so that | would be at the airport in plenty of time
to make my flight. They then gave me my confirmation number and assured me that all would be well. Early Saturday
afternoon | contacted the car service just to verify that all wasindeed well. As you probably can imagine what could go
wrong did - they could not find me in their computer. The confirmation number was not matching the name or location
for the pick-up and the person who took the reservation was not working at thetime | called. Well, after twenty minutes
of being put on hold and some intense prayer, everything worked out. They gracioudy apologized for the mix-up and
assured me that now everything was fine.

At about five minutes before the scheduled time of the pick-up, | was outside waiting for the cab. | felt calm and good,
excited to be getting back home. This all changed however, when fifteen minutes passed and till there was no taxi. |
called the company to ask if everything was OK. They told me that my driver was on the way but there was traffic, but
they would get me to the airport on time. | was told that my cab would be to me in about five minutes. After ten min-
utes, my cell phone rang. It was the taxi company. The dispatcher asked me where | was standing. | told him. He then
told me that his driver was right outside the building and there was no sign of anyone. | said to the dispatcher that | was
outside and there was no cab. After a heated conversation, we figured out that the taxi was at the wrong address. The
dispatcher said they would find me and hung up the phone. That is when the pressure in my head started to build. |
needed to catch this flight. Lord, what are you trying to teach me now!!!

It was another twenty minutes before the taxi arrived. | was now leaving the location of the meeting at the time that |
was told to be at the airport (you see for this particular flight you had to be at the airport to get your seat —so | did not
have my seat yet either!). | remember telling myself when the driver finally pulled up, 2Be patient Deric, be the exam-
ple you are to be.° The driver apologized profusely. She was at a church waiting for me. She said her sheet said that |
was at a Lutheran church, not the main office of the Lutheran church body. She asked me what time | was to be at the
airport. | told her. She again apologized and added that the situation was worse because | was a pastor. | told her that
the fact | was a pastor realy had nothing to do with anything, but if we could just get to the airport as soon as possible
that would be fine with me. She then told me that she was a Christian, too. | asked her where she went to church and
she said she was till looking for one. She then told me her amazing story. She was born into a Jewish family. Her un-
clewas arabbi. When she was little her baby-sitter would pray with her and teach her about Jesus.

continued on next page
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Evangeism Corner continued.

When she was eight years old, she told her family that she was going to be baptized a Christian. Her mother and
father came to church to witness the baptism. A few years later, they too were baptized. She then went on to tell the
many times Christ had directly intervened in her life, to help her, protect her and provide for her. It was at that
moment that | realized God was at it again, teaching me. An immense sense of peace came over me. | was
reminded again that God was in control and would provide away for me to make the flight (which | did with
PLENTY of time). | was also reminded of these words from 1 Peter 3:15, @ Always be prepared to give an answer
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.® May we be ready and willing for Jesus
sake.

Pastor Taylor

Health tip from your Parish Health Practitioner Joy Elwell - women who significantly cut the
amount of fat in their diet and increased consumption of fruits, vegetables and whole grains for more
than four years are 40% less likely to develop ovarian cancer, according to a study performed in Seattle,
Washington.

Yogaisheld on Mondays at 7 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Rm. Cost $10. Call Faith Forliano 725-8035.

St. Monica’'s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring
initiative for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica's Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit
the growing family. If you are expecting a child through pregnancy or adoption, please notify the church office
at 337-0207 when your child is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers.

The VL C isaproud member of the L utheran Counseling Centers (L CC) M ember ship Assistance Program
(MAP). VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session. (For up to
4 sessions). Mgjor health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and LCC uses adliding scale. Call
Pastor Hartwell at 337-0207 (1022).

Would you liketo join the Village L utheran Church?
Y ou may do so through:

Holy Baptismsfor children (or un-baptized adults) at weekend services or privately.
(Schedule with Pastor Taylor or Pastor Hartwell)

Adult New Member Classes (Introductions to Christianity- 2God for Us®)

Y outh CCD/Confirmation (Introduction to Christianity) Thursdays, 6-7 p.m.
(during the academic year)

Transfer from a Christian Congregation Please request aletter of transfer from the last parish at-
tended. A transfer request form is available in the tract rack or from the church office. Y ou may
also simply call the last parish you attended and request atransfer letter. The letter from the last
parish you attended should be sent to Pastor Taylor/Hartwell, The Village Lutheran Church, 172
White Plains Road, Bronxville, NY 10708. For moreinformation please call the church at
(914) 337-0207.
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Please join us for worship:

Saturdaysat 5:30 pm,
Sundaysat 9 am and 10:45 am.
Sunday School
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isheld duringthe 9 am service.

Memorial/Honor ed Gifts
werereceved from:
Ms. Patricia Actis-Grande
In memory of Michadl Actis-Grande

Mrs. Dorothy Allen
In memory of August Litke

Mr. and Mrs. A. Glenn Bevers and Ms. Christy
Bevers In memory of Gary Bevers

Mrs. Nina Fellerman
In memory of Ken Fellerman

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hartwell
In honor of Giuliano Robert Federici Baptism
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