
 

 

Straight from the Hart 
By Rev. Dr . Robert Har twell 

I believe the most amazing food and drink combination on the 
planet is a Pumpkin Spice Latté with a pumpkin muffin from 
Starbucks. It is not the food and drink itself that makes it so 
special but the senses that the food stirs. To me, the latté and 
muffin are such vivid reminders of the fall. If autumn had a taste it 

would taste something like these delicacies. Fall is my favorite season. And we 
are finding many ways to make the autumn special during this 90/60 year. 

We will celebrate LWLM Sunday Weekend on the weekend of September 30-
October 1. The LWML is our church’s women’s ministry that features service 
projects and mutual sharing and support at the ladies Bible study. 

On October 14-15, Kevin Cook, will return to the VLC and share God’s word at 
all services. Kevin and his wife Deborah and their family are long-time members 
and friends. In addition, the Concordia Chorale will share their music at the 10:45 
am service. Following that service the long running tradition of Oktoberfest will 
return with a new twist. The Oktoberfest will feature grilled German favorites as 
a part of a German buffet with a beer garden and German music. Reservations are 
limited and tickets must be purchased in advance. 

On Thursday, October 19, the VLC seniors take their meeting on the road with a 
bus trip to The Crossings Outlets and a luncheon in the fall weather at a country 
club. 

On October 29, the VLC will join Christians from around the Atlantic District at 
the beautiful West Point Chapel for a stirring Reformation Service co-sponsored 
by the District and Concordia College.  

These events along with meaningful worship at our services using our new 
hymnals will make October a month to remember at the VLC and Chapel School. 

Although the Pumpkin Spice Latté and the pumpkin muffin may be my favorite 
food combination, it is not my favorite feeling. The overarching joy of my life is 
the love I have found in Christ my Savior and the precious joy he gives through 
my family and vocation. To practice and observe my faith with friends at the 
VLC and to do so in the lovely autumn time is truly a blessing. 

Please join with me in celebrating autumn with your church family. A thought 
about Latté and muffins and the season of fall that is straight from the Hart. 
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The Wednesday Morning Bible Discussion group 
will meet each Wednesday from 10:45 - 12 noon. A 
Case for Christ and the Book of Acts will be 
discussed. 

VLC Bi b l e St u d y /  Pr ayer   Op p or t u n i t i es   
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LWML Bible Study  

Please join us every 3rd Saturday of the month for 
food, fellowship and time to spend in God' s pre-
cious Word.  We begin at 8:30am in the Friendship 
Room (please bring a breakfast item to share).  Our 
next meeting is Oct. 21, and we will be discussing 
the 1st chapter of “Really Bad Girls of the Bible” , 
by Liz Curtis Higgs, which can be purchased at our 
piano book store.  Please join us!!!  Questions? See 
Julie Taylor or call 793-9075. 

Reformation Service at West Point 
Join VLC members in celebrating the 
100th  Anniversary Jubilee Reformation 
Service at West Point Military         
Academy on Sunday, October 29, 2006 
at 4:00 p.m. at West Point Cadet Chapel 
with Reception to follow in the                 

Dwight Eisenhower Hall. 
 

The Reformation Service will conclude the 100th     
Anniversary celebrations and will be co-hosted by   
Concordia College–New York which is celebrating its 
125th anniversary. This worship service will bring    
together musicians and choirs from across the district 
and promises to be a wonderful way to bring thanks 
and glory to God as we close the year' s jubilee        
celebrations.  Dinner is available after the service for 
$15.00. Carpooling is recommended.  

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 
The Spirit of Wisdom 

During the traditional Rite of Confirmation, each person is individually blessed at the altar with the same words: 
“God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you His Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge, of 
grace and prayer, of power and strength, of sanctification and the fear of God.”   This blessing is a wonderful re-
minder that Confirmation comes at the beginning of a life-long spiritual journey, led by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, with a strong foundation built on God' s Word and the teachings of the church. 

On October 15 at the 10:45 service, we will have a chance to collectively celebrate this milestone – a spiritual 
“homecoming”  – for all confirmands, especially those who were confirmed at the Village Lutheran Church.  We 
will welcome back Kevin Cook, whose three children were confirmed at the VLC, to be the guest preacher at all 
three services that weekend.  As part of Concordia' s Homecoming/Family Weekend celebration, we will be addi-
tionally blessed by the voices of The Concordia Chorale at the 10:45 service. 

 May the Spirit of Wisdom keep you in worship and service throughout your own spiritual journey. 

SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 1 

LWML Sunday, with Pastor Hartwell preaching 

 OCTOBER 7-8 

18th Sunday after Pentecost, with Pastor Taylor preaching 

 OCTOBER 14-15 

x� Kevin Cook, guest preacher at all services 

x� Coffee House with live music on Saturday at 7:00 pm 

x� Confirmation Reunion on Sunday at 10:45, with The 
Concordia Chorale 

x� Oktoberfest on Sunday at noon (tickets required) 

 

 OCTOBER 21-22 

20th Sunday after Pentecost, with Pastor Hartwell preaching 

 

 OCTOBER 28-29 

x� Reformation Sunday, with Pastor Taylor preaching 

x� Festival service at West Point Cadet Chapel on Sunday 
at 4:00 pm, with Concordia Alumni Choir, church choirs, 
brass and organ 
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LWML Mite Box News 

Mark Chapter 12:41-44 “ Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offer ings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their  money into the temple treasury. Many r ich people threw in large amounts. But a poor  widow came and put in two 
mites, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, " I  tell you the truth, this poor  widow has 
put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their  wealth; but she, out of her  poverty, put in        
everything—all she had to live on."  

Have you seen the big purple and white box in the multipurpose room?  It is an enlarged version of an LWML mite box.  
Smaller versions can be obtained by contacting Julie Taylor.  You can take home a mite box, fill it with your loose change (or 
bills) and return the money to the big mite box.  The money is then sent to the LWML and is used to support 8 local mission  
projects, as well as several national mission projects.  Many pennies can add up to big bucks, so please help in this effort.  Below 
is an update on the first 3 local mission projects. 

 PRAISE THE LORD…GOD IS GOOD…ALL THE TIME…GOOD NEWS!!! 

Money has been received to fund the first two mission grants of this biennium.  Checks have been sent to St. John' s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Holbrook for $2,500 for mission grant #1: ªSt. John' s Evangelical Lutheran Church Food Pantry Mission   
Outreachº; and to SonRise Lutheran Ministries, Pottersville NY, for $4,000 for mission grant #2: ªSonRise Lutheran Ministries 
Children' s Campershipsº. 

 We are now in the process of working on mission grant #3: ªPreparing God' s Children for Lifeº in the amount of $3,000.  The 
Lutheran Church and School of Our Saviour in the Bronx, NY, seeks to ªprepare God' s children for lifeº.  Ninety-five percent of 
the school children are non-Lutheran and two-thirds are not baptized.  This grant will enable Our Saviour to set up a scholarship 
fund to reach more unbaptized children and bring them into the school.  Through this program, the church/school will be able to 
establish an outreach to these children and their families, and bring them into the church family through baptism. 

On September 6, 2006 the Chapel School opened its doors for our 60th school year providing Quality 
Christian Education to our community.  We began this school year with  335 students in our Preschool 
through Grade 8.  Our students come from as far north as Armonk, as far south as the Bronx and from 
many places in between.  The theme for our academic year is taken from Jeremiah 29:11: ªFor I know 
the plans I have for you,º declares the Lord,  ªplans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.º 

We have already scheduled our Open Houses for parents of prospective students for the 2007-2008 school year.  We offer Open 
Houses throughout the entire school year, however, we encourage parents to attend the ones that are scheduled earlier in the year, 
as many of our classes will reach capacity before early spring.   

Our Open Houses provide a forum for parents to get pertinent information regarding the Chapel School programs, see the school 
during a regular day' s routine, and have an opportunity to ask administrators questions they may have concerning our policies 
and procedures. 

 The next two K-8 Open Houses are: Thursday, October 5 at 9:00am and Thursday, November 2 at 9:00am 

 The next two preschool Open Houses are: Friday, October 13 at 1:15pm, Friday and November 17 at 1:15pm 

 If you know of someone who might be interested in sending their child to The Chapel School, please share this information with 
them. 

As an integral part of our Christian ministry, The Chapel School conducts morning worship each Wednesday in the church sanc-
tuary for our kindergarten through grade 8 students.  It is our joy and our opportunity to bring an offering to God in each worship 
service, as a way of saying ªThank you, Lordº for all the great gifts of life and love which we receive from Him every day.  Each 
month we choose another ministry to support with these offerings.  The first quarter of the year we will be sponsoring the       
following missions:   

September: Atlantic District Ministry ± 100th anniversary Year:  Our regional Lutheran church body supports its congregations 
and schools in all aspects of ministry.  It also provides Christian evangelism and help to immigrants from over 50 countries in its 
mission sites in the greater New York area. 

October: Barnyard Buddies:  a project of LCMS WORLD RELIEF/HUMAN CARE, that helps purchase livestock for families in 
different parts of the world, providing needed food and an income source. 

November: ECAP/Eastchester Community Action Program.  Every year The Chapel School contributes canned and boxed food 
items for local distribution. 



 

 

 

 

 

Once again the Village Youth will host a                        
Halloween Party and Haunted House                     
for all of our VLC and Chapel School            

families and friends.                                                                   
Friday, October 27, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m..       

 Fun, games and candy                                                      
in the Multi-Purpose Room!!    

Free Will Offering! !    

See you there! !  

  Halloween Party/ Haunted House           

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As the VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy 
us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

Youth Choir  Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings in the Multi-purpose room from 7 to 8 p.m. on Oct 5, 
12, 19, and 26 and on Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m. on Oct 1, 15, 22 and 29.  We will also sing 
at the 9 a.m. service on these Sundays. 

Chancel Choir  will sing at the 9:00 a.m. service on October 1, 15, 22 and 29, with regular rehearsals on 
Thursdays from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. in the church.  New members are most welcome. 

Village Bells rehearses regularly on Wednesdays from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. in the church.  We will ring in 
worship on one Sunday in October, depending on availability. 

FaithWalk will lead worship on Sunday, November 19.  Please watch for rehearsal dates in the bulletin 
News & Notes or contact Debbie Reiss for more information at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 or 
DREISS@VLC-NY.ORG 

Seniors Bus Tr ip - The VLC Seniors are   
planning a bus trip for Pocono shopping and 
Fine Dining for October 12. We would meet at 
9:00 a.m. for bagels and coffee and board the 
bus for the Crossings Outlets mall at 9:30 a.m. 
After two hours of shopping we will enjoy a fine  
luncheon at the Lake Naomi Country Club  by Pocono 
Pines in the beautiful fall atmosphere and back at the 
VLC by 5:00 p.m. Cost is $42 and includes lunch at the 
country club with   cocktail and the bus trip.  We will 
meet at the Wartburg at 9:00 am.  Donuts and coffee 
will be available as we board.  Sign up now or call   
914-337-0207 (1003) for information. Seats are limited 

The ªVillage” Seniors 

Plan and Purpose Events:  October  2006   

Sunday, October  15 - Confirmation Reunion Service at 10:45 a.m. with 
Kevin Cook preaching and music by the Concordia Chorale. An          
Oktoberfest Beer Garden and Buffet Luncheon (noon) follows with    
German music and dancing as the conclusion to the Concordia-VLC-Chapel 
School Homecoming Weekend. Special VLC and CS display in the Friendship 
Room. If you or a loved one were confirmed at the VLC, contact the church     
office at 337-0207 or kgrap@vlc-ny.org so that an invitation can be mailed. 

 Oktober fest 2006, October  15, 12 noon - 3:30 p.m. Join us under the tent for German food and beer, a 
live German Band, and fun, fun, fun. Tickets are $39 and are available now. Hurry, space is limited!    
Contact Jeanette Van Duyne, 914-337-0207 (1040) for further information. 



 

 

families and friends.                                                                   

 Fun, games and candy                                                      
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October 

2006 

 
The Voyagers Youth Group consists of 3 - 6 grade and is run primarily by Erika.  The Confirmation II (7th Grade) 
and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the L ifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell, Pastor Taylor and Michael 
Schultz will be the primary leaders of this group. Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group is 9 - 12 grade, and will be led 
by Erika and Michael. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6 

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 ± 7:00 PM.  Our usual meeting place in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  Please enter the building through the main school doors and look for signs if we need to meet 
elsewhere.  Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever 
activity you can!!   In October we will meet on the 12th, 19th, and 26th. 
 

Halloween Party/Haunted House ~ Fr iday, October  27th.  Please help us host our annual Halloween Party.  We 
need Youth to arrive at 4:00 PM.  Party starts at 6:00 PM.  PLEASE note this is for  4 – 6 grade only to work.  We 
ask that 3rd grade attend this party with their  parents!! 

 LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 
The Lifers regular meeting night is on Thursdays, from 6:00 ± 7:00 PM.  We will usually meet in the Art Room.       
In October our meetings will be on 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th. 

Halloween Party/Haunted House ~ Friday, October 27th.  Please help us host our annual Halloween Party.  We need 
Youth to arrive at 4:00 PM.  Party starts at 6:00 PM. 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 
The Crusaders regular  meetings will usually be held on Sundays.  Sometimes after the 9:00 AM service and 
sometimes on Sunday evenings.   We will have our regular meeting in October on the 15th at 10:15 AM in the Youth 
Room.  Pizza and Game night on the 22nd, 5:30 ± 7:00 PM. 

Mission Tr ip Coffee Hour ~ Sunday, October 1st.  All Youth who participated with the Mission trip please plan to 
be in the Multi-Purpose Room for our presentation during Coffee Hour. 
 

Next Summer (July 28 – August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  Once again this will be held in 
Or lando Flor ida!!  This is a WONDERFUL opportunity for Youth to boldly come 
together in the name of Jesus Christ to proclaim, celebrate, and witness their salvation 
through Him, rejoice in the fellowship of their church and be affirmed and nurtured in 
their lives as God' s people through Word and Sacrament.   We also plan to spend some 

time at Disney and/or Universal.  I f you were unable to attend the informational meeting but would still like 
information, please call Er ika ASAP.  Sign-up for  the Gather ing on the Youth Board, deadline is October  15th.  

Halloween Party/Haunted House ~ Friday, October 27th.  Please help us host our annual Halloween Party.  We need 
Youth to arrive at 4:00 PM.  Party starts at 6:00 PM. 
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Fellowship Opportunities 

  

  
 

The writer of the book of Ecclesiastes reminds us in the first verse of the third chapter, ªThere is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under heaven.º How true these words are for us as we celebrate 90 years of blessings to the Village 
Lutheran Church and 60 years of blessings to our Chapel School! 

This is a time of celebration! 

When we look back and ponder all the wonderful things God has done for the Village Church and Chapel School we cannot help 
but celebrate! Think about all the lives that have been touched by the love of God through worship and education, ªWowº and 
ªThanks be to Godº may be two of the responsive phrases that come to mind. God used lives to touch lives time and time again 
through out our wonderful history.   

This is still the case today. God still uses lives to touch other lives with His love. Now we have the privilege to spread the excite-
ment and celebration of being a part of God' s wonderful plan and purpose in touching lives with the precious Gospel message of 
hope, forgiveness, and love through our Lord Jesus Christ. God has blessed us with many opportunities throughout this year to 
celebrate and to invite others to come along for the festivities. 

We will have special worship services of thanksgiving and healing throughout the year. There will be special events that will 
bring together people from our past who will come to celebrate God' s love in their lives. What a perfect time to bring someone 
who does not know the love of Jesus or who has forgotten it! 

As you plan to attend these many events, take an extra moment to think about whom you can invite and bring along to share in 
the celebration. It may be the right time for them to ªtaste and see that the Lord is goodº and become part of the next generation 
of those who come together to celebrate the love of Jesus! 

 It is the perfect time! 

 God bless,  

 Pastor Taylor 

The Village Lutheran Church will continue the Good News Chr istian Coffee House on October 14 
with Christian Comedian and Impressionist Tom Brennan and Christian Contemporary Singer Lois Joan 
Hoffmann. The Coffee House opens at 6 pm with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The  
Concert begins at 7 pm sharp. Cost for the Coffee House is $5 per person. College and High School        
Students and Seniors get in for $3 with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses. The     
Village Lutheran Church is located on State Road 22 in the Village of Bronxville, across from Concordia 
College at 172 White Plains Rd. For more information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 
 

Fall Harvest Festival at Mill Neck Manor School for the Deaf on Saturday, October 7 and Sunday,       
October 8 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Join us for two days of excitement over Columbus Day weekend, filled 
with activities and bushels of fun! Treat your family to a beautiful day on our 86-acre campus, dressed in 
Autumn' s most gorgeous colors. Call 516-628-4243 for more information. 
 

You are invited! Camp Sonrise Dinner and Auction - Saturday, October 21st at 5:00 p.m. at Bethlehem  
Lutheran Church, 85 Elm Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054. For more information call (914)767-0151 or e-mail 
floydsykes1@juno.com. 



 

 

 

Pa r i sh  Hea l t h  News 

Health news and info from your  Par ish Health Practitioner  Joy Elwell - Help to Avoid Over  Eating 

x� Take your time eating a meal, chew slowly: Take at least 25 minutes to consume a meal. Taking your time will 
make you feel more full. 

x� Eat only while seated: Eating while standing causes you to eat more.  

x� Use smaller dishes 

x� Drink an 8 ounce glass of water before eating: It will fill your stomach and ease your hunger pangs. 

x� Place healthier foods in view: Keep healthier foods like fruit and vegetables readily available by keeping them 
on the counter. 

 

St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring 
initiative for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica'  s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit 
the growing family. We ask for your help in the following ways: 

I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when 
your child is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers. 

I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica’s Circle, you will be asked to prepare and deliver one dinner to the 
happy family on a rotating basis. 

The VLC is a proud member of the Lutheran Counseling Centers (LCC) Membership Assistance Program 
(MAP). VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session. (For up 
to 4 sessions). Major health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and LCC uses a sliding scale. 
Call Pastor Hartwell at 337-0207 (1022). 
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Donations needed: The church and school are seeking the following donations: A sturdy conference room table and 
chairs and several easels to display pictures/art on. If you or your business may be willing to donate these items call 
Pastor Hartwell at 914-337-0207 (ext. 1022) or PastorH@vlc-ny.org. 

The VLC and Chapel School is now collecting empty inkjet cartridges for recycling. We receive up to $4.00 for 
each cartridge recycled. Cartridges can be dropped in our collection bin located at the school doors and in the    
Friendship Room. Questions can be directed to Pastor Hartwell at 914-337-0207 (ext. 1022) or PastorH@vlc-ny.org. 

Would you like to serve as a worship assistant? The new schedule will start in November and additional            
assistants (lectors and/or Communion assistants) are especially needed at the 5:30 p.m. and 10:45 a.m. services. 
Please fill out the tear-off form in the bulletin or speak to one of the Pastors.  Concordia students are welcome to   
participate in this ministry. 

Check out the VLC &  Chapel School Piano Bookshop in the Friendship Room. New at the Piano   
Bookshop: The Christian Babysitters Handbook, The Case for Christ, No More Christian Nice Guy,      
The Christian Faith, Christian History Made Easy, New Testament and Old Testament CD Roms, a        
bargain basket of  books from Concordia Publishing House (first come, first served) and more.            
Check out our honor bookstore in the Friendship Room on the Piano! 



 

 

  

 

 Memor ial/Honored                                  
Gifts were received from                                                 

Ms. Agnes Johnson,                                                      
In memory of George R. Johnson 

 Mr. and Mrs. Alfred G. Bevers & Christy Bevers,       
In memory of those who lost their lives on 9/11/01 and 
in honor of our military men and women serving now 

to preserve our freedom. 

 Kenneth Werring Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Werring,     
In celebration of Concordia Prep graduation on 1956. 
In thanksgiving to Pastor Halter and Adele & Harold 

Werring and all teachers. 

 Mrs. Nina Fellerman,                                                   
In memory of Kenneth Fellerman 

 Mrs. Patricia Taylor & Family,                                           
In memory of William Podszus 
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Please join us for worship:   
Saturdays at 5:30 pm,   

Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.                                        

Sunday School is held during the  9 am  service. 

 

 

Also:  Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing 
Home Service at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale 
at 2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future 

services: October 16, November 13. 


