THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND CHAPEL SCHOOL

Village Voices

Straight from the Hart Qur
By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell CaoreVdues

Recently we commissioned wooden signs for the major entrances of our church | | Wevalueour Lutheran
and school. Thanks to brand new school parents, Mr. and Mrs. Santoliquido (of || heitaged gaceaone

San Signs & Awnings), the signs were lovingly created and installed. Inthe fa'.thalmeand
original construction of the building we had anticipated having signs put up but sTiptureaone

did not have the means to get this done. We "got by" with visitorsto our facility

never knowing if they were headed in the right direction. Skinny on

Now they can clearly seeif they are entering the "church entrance," the Sacrifice \

"reception entrance” or the "school entrance” and, with little or no confusion,
get to their desired location. As school and church families we must now get
used to using this correct terminology in directing visitors.

| was thinking about this experience in relation to evangelism or the bold
sharing of our Christian faith with those who do not know Jesus. To share our
faith is simply to point them clearly in the right direction. In no way do we
mean to disrespect their current belief or lack of belief, but rather to say: | have
come to know Christ as my Savior and friend and | can point you to Him so
that you can know this same peace and joy.

How unloving it would be if we refused to share simple directions with people. | RENSISREIERIEST] =
If we said they could just go on their own or head in whatever direction they

wanted. How unloving too, if we are afraid to tell someone of the hope we have Bible Study
in Jesus. Of course we love people, even those who refuse to come to Christian
faith. They are God's children just as we are and His love for them is strong. Evangelism

However we are bold enough and loving enough to clearly point the way that Corner
we have come to know and allow them the chance to experience what we have

found in Christ. mﬁg‘ 2
In our life of faith at the Village Lutheran Church, and in Memorial/ 8

Christian Churches everywhere, let us rekindle the flame //7/%/7
of faith and aburning desire to share this faith with others. = / / st
This"ablaze" mindset of sharing the spark of faith with 4
othersis needed here and in al Christian Churches so that Parish Health |7
we might have a clear Christian witness. A thought about sharing our faith that
is straight from the Hart
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VLCBible Study / Prayer Opportunities

Women’s Bible Study/LWML

Please join us every 3" Saturday of the month for
food, fellowship and time to spend in God’ s precious
Word. We begin at 8:30am in the Multipurpose
Room (please bring a breakfast item to share). Our
next meeting is Oct. 20, and we will be discussing
Chapter 3 of “Rediscovering the Lord s Prayer” by
Art Simon and The First Petition on p. 7 of the
Catechism. Both can be purchased at the piano book
store. Pleasejoinus!!! Questions? See Julie Taylor
or cal 793-9075.

WORSHIP

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home
Service at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale at
2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future
services: October 15, November 19, December
10 and January 14.

PRAYER SERVICES

Isany one of you in trouble? He should pray. |sany-
one happy? Let him sing songs of praise. |sany one of
you sick? Heshould call the leaders of the church to
pray over him and anoint him with ail in the name of
theLord. (James5:13-14) In honor of our 90/60
Anniversary last year, we introduced a new Service of
Prayer for Thanksgiving and Healing. These brief times
of quiet meditation featured personal testimony, music,
prayer and individual blessing at the altar. Inlight of the
positive response to these services, we will continue to
offer them on a quarterly basis. Thisyear's dateswill be
Monday evenings, October 1, December 3, March 3
and June 2, from 7:00-7:45 p.m.

The Adult Bible discussion takes place on
Wednesdays from 10:45 - 12:00 in the Friendship
room. The Book of Genesis will be discussed.

FOCUSON WORSHIP

Grace...Faith...Scripture

For Lutherans and many other Protestants the last Sunday in October is set aside to commemorate the onset of the Reforma-
tion, which formed our church tradition, and to affirm Martin Luther's motto of “Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone.”
Luther came to advocate, contrary to many of the church's teachings of his day, that no one could earn or purchase salvation
but that it was a gift of God freely given (Grace Alone) to those who believed in Jesus Christ as the Savior (Faith Alone) as
taught in the Bible (Scripture Alone). Asateacher and music lover, Luther also made sure that ordinary people could worship
and hear God's Holy Word in their native language with singable hymns that would strengthen their faith. These values till
inform our worship life at the VLC, where we proclaim the Good News of salvation and sing praise to God.

“God's Word forever shall abide....The Kingdom’soursforever!” (LSB 657, v.4)

OCTOBER 1 -Prayer Service(7:00 p.m.)
X Prayersfor healing and other needs

X Words of encouragement in Scripture, message
and music

OCTOBER 6/7 — 19" Sunday after Pentecost

X  Celebration of the LWML

X  Pastor Hartwell preaching

OCTOBER 13/14 — 20" Sunday after Pentecost

X Deacon Anders Strindberg (Sat) and Pastor
Hartwell preaching (Sun)

OCTOBER 20/21 — 21% Sunday after Pentecost
X Pastor Taylor preaching (Sat)

X Specia Guest Preacher Rev. William Diekelman,
First Vice-President of the Lutheran Church —
Missouri Synod (Sun)

X Concordia Homecoming Weekend

OCTOBER 27/29 £ Refor mation Sunday
X  Pastor Hartwell preaching
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We began our school year with an enrollment of 355 studentsin grades Pre-K 3 year old
through grade 8. That is an increase of 20 students compared to September of last year. This
is the eighth consecutive year that we have increased enrollment here at The Chapel School.
The theme for our 2007-2008 academic year is2Many Notes..... One Song” and is taken from
1 Cor. 12:27.

We have aready scheduled our Open Houses for parents of prospective students for the 2008-2009 school year.
We offer Open Houses throughout the entire school year, however, we encourage parents to attend the ones that are
scheduled earlier in the year, as many of our classes will reach capacity before early spring.

Our Open Houses provide aforum for parents to get pertinent information regarding the Chapel School programs,
see the school during aregular day' s routine, and have an opportunity to ask administrators questions they may
have concerning our policies and procedures.

The next two K-8 Open Houses are: Thursday, October 4 at 9:00am and Friday, November 2 at 9:00am
The next two preschool Open Houses are: Friday, October 5 at 1:15pm and Friday, November 2 at 1:15pm

If you know of someone who might be interested in sending their child to The Chapel School, please share this
information with them.

The October chapel offering recipient is Hearts for Jesus— Wellsfor Tanzania. The installation cost of a fresh wa

ter well isabout $5,000. Right now, villagers must carry fresh water for long distances. The planisto dig wells by
existing mission sites. These locations would then generate a hub of village activity as an excellent opportunity for
outreach to share God' s love.

First Vice President of Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod to Preach
at the Village Lutheran Church in Bronxville on Sunday, October 21.

On Sunday, October 21 (Homecoming Weekend at the VL C and Concordia), the newly re-elected 1t Vice
President of Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod will share God®Word at the 9:00 am and 10:45 am services.

The Rev. Dr. William R. Diekelman of Ballwin, Mo., was re-elected at the convention in Houston this past
summer. Rev. Diekelman is a 1973 graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He  gradu-
ated from Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., in 1969 and hereceived an  honorary
doctorate from Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, 111., in 2002.

Prior to hisinitial election as LCMSfirst vice president in 2004, Rev. Diekelman served five
terms -- atotal of 13 years-- as president of the Synod' s Oklahoma District. During that time,
he also was pastor of Faith Lutheran Church in Owasso, Okla., a call he began serving in 1981.
Previoudly, Rev. Diekelman also served as the Oklahoma District' s first vice president (1988-
91) and asacircuit counselor (1985-88). He also served as a member of the district' s board of
directors, and as a member of the Wheat Ridge Ministries board of directors from 1997 to 2007.
Diekelman served as chairman of the Synod' s Placement Committee, Council of Presidents, from 1997 to 2000, and
as pastor of St. Mark Lutheran Church, Elko, Nev., from 1973 to 1981. He and hiswife, Caral, have six children.

Fellowship News/ Hymn Festival

X A Family Hike will be held for individual s and families on Sunday, October 7 after the 10:45a.m.  service. Details will
follow but mark your calendar and invite a friend. We will carpool from the church.

X CONCORDIA ALUMNI HYMN FESTIVAL: Sunday, October 21 at 4:00 p.m. To honor longtime college organist
Richard Heschke upon his retirement, Concordia alumni will return for ahymn festival in the chapel. All are cordialy in-
vited to come and give glory to God through this special music.




“LET USEXALT HISNAMETOGETHER”

The VLC Music Ministry

Music isintegral to our worship life and touches on many of our Core Vaues, e.g. our Lutheran heritage, high
quality worship in diverse forms and lay leadership in ministry. The VLC music ministry provides a place for you to
share your musical giftsin avariety of waysin service to our Lord and to one another. Please prayerfully consider
the possibilities for you and listen to the words of the Psalmist: Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name
together (Psam 34:3).

Y outh Choir will rehearse on Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Oct 4, 11, 18 and 25 and Sunday mornings
at 8:15 am. on Oct 14 and 28.

Chancel Chair will rehearse on Thursday evenings from 8:00 to 9:15 in the church and will sing at the 9:00 am.
service on October 14, 21 and 28. We know that there are many fine singers in the congregation who are not in
choir and we encourage you to share your giftsin this special and rewarding way.

Village Bells will rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 7:15 to 8:30 and will ring in worship on October 21. We
have space available for additional ringers and would love to have you join us — please contact the director, Deb
Reiss at 914-337-0207, ext 1018 or DReiss@vlc-ny.org.

Good News Christian
The Coffee House

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on Sat-
urday, October 13 as Contemporary Christian Music favorite "HeartSong" takes the
Coffee House stage. The Coffee House opens at 6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored
Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. Col-
lege/High School students/Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to
offset expenses. The VLC islocated at 172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, New Y ork
10708. For more information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org.

The“Village” Seniors VL C and Chape School

. - . Rebate Program
The Seniors@Ministry of The Village Lutheran
Church invites you to The 2nd Annual Day Trip of gy, DeCicco Market Place, 305 New
Pocono Shopping and Fine Dining on Thursday, Rochelle Road, Bronxville, has
October 4. Meet at the Wartburg-Mt. Vernon at added the VL C and Chapel School
9:00 am. for donuts and coffee and board the bus to their Rebate Program.

for the Crossings Outlets When you check out at the register simply say,
(http://www.thecrossings.com) mall. After lunch aplease put my total towards the Village

and shopping we will enjoy afine early dinner at Lutheran Church Rebate Program.

the Lake Naomi Country Club (http://www.Inc.org) L _

by Pocono Pines (Lutherland) in the beautiful fall Each month DeCicco’s will write acheck to
atmosphere and be back at the Wartburg at about 8 the VLC. It doesn't cost us or the shopper

PM. Cost is $45 and includes lunch at the Country anything but it means a 'I't“e extrafor us!

Club (with cocktail) and the bus trip. Return the Questions, call DeCicco's a 914-668-3149)!

registration form or call 914-337-0207 (1003) for
information. Seats are limited.
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz. The Confirmation Il (7th Grade)
and Confirmation |11 (8th Grade) congtitute the LifersYouth Group. Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor will be the primary
leaders of thisgroup. Finaly, the Crusader Youth Group will beled by Ms. Amanda Lavoie for grades9 - 12 . Contact Pastor

Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Y outh groups.

VOYAGERS: Grades3—-6

The Voyagers will meet three Thursday nights per month from 6:00 — 7:00 PM. Our usua meeting place is the Multi-
Purpose Room. Please enter the building through the Reception Door and look for signs if we need to meet elsewhere.
Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to come to whatever activity you can!!
In October we will meet on the 11", 18", and 25" Any questions?? Please call Erikaat (914) 395-1954 or
tyandbash@aol.com

Halloween Party/Haunted House ~ Friday, October 26™. Please help us host our annual Halloween Party. We need
Y outh to arrive at 4:00 PM to help us set-up. PLEASE notethisisfor 5" and 6th grade only towork. We ask that 3™
& 4" grade attend this party with their parents!!

LIFERS: Grades7-8

Lifer Youth, (grades 7 & 8) meet on Thursday from 6:00pm - 7:00pm in the Art Room for confirmation. Please join us as
we learn, explore, discuss, and celebrate the Christian Faith. Please keep dert for additional youth activities for our Lifers
to have fun and fellowship with one another. If you have any questions about our Lifer Y outh Group, please contact Pastor
Taylor at (914) 337-0207x1021 or at dtaylor@vlc-ny.org God Bless!

CRUSADERS: Grades9—12

There will be a Crusaders Y outh Group meeting on Sunday, Oct 14 at 11am in the Y outh Room. Opentoany 9-12th
graders! For more information watch the Sunday bulletin or contact Amanda Lavoie at 914-337-0207 (1029)/
Alavoie@thechapelschool.or g.

Halloween Party/Haunted House ~ Friday, October 26™6:30-8pm . Set up and Clean up help needed also!

The Women's Bible Study/L WML will team up with the

Lutheran Hour Ministriesthisfall to reach out to the Southern

Province of Tamil Nadu, India. Each year the Lutheran Hour
Ministries chooses one area of the world, which isin need of supplies, as well as the message of the gospel. This
area has been chosen due to the devastating effects of the tsunami on December 26, 2004, of which the region still
has not recovered. We will be collecting donations after services during the months of Sept. and Oct. These
donations will in turn be used to buy specific supplies, which we will pack and send to be distributed. Please keep
this project in your prayers and remember to stop by our display. Thank you for your generosity, in advance.

LWML Fall Retreat at Tuscarora lnn - October 12-14 the Atlantic District LWML will hold their Fall Retreat at
Tuscarora Inn, in Mt. Bethel PA. The themethisyear is: 2Keep it Real”. Theretreat is based on 1 Corinthians 10:16:
aThe cup of blessing that we bless, isit not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, isit not a
participation in the body of Christ?’ (ESV). If you are interested in attending, please see Julie Taylor.
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Evangelism Cormer

“My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him. He alone is my rock and my
salvation; heismy fortress, | will never be shaken.” Psalm 62:1-2

When things get rough — what do you do? Do you throw your hands up and give up? Do you stress out
over the situation and make your life (and those around you) a wreck? Do you contact a close family
member or friend and pour your heart out concerning the situation, hoping that they will be that
comforting ear and/or provide a reasonable solution to the situation? What do you do when life becomes
rough?

You may do some of these things, al of these things or none of these things. You may have a very
different way of dealing with life when things get rough. Whatever the case, God has provided for you a
resource for when things get wacky in your life. He has given you Himself! God in His merciful way
says that He is the one who keeps you (and me) solid and strong in the midst of things that would shake
us apart. Our God is afortress for us, a place of sure security for us, and a rock for us when everything
and everyone around us becomes like sinking sand.

Thisis great comfort. It provides us security when we are shaken.
There is another part to this wonderful news, however; it is news that we dare not keep to ourselves.

It is wonderful that our God works in such away that He brings us comfort, peace and security so that
we share with others the source of our comfort. God desires that we communicate His love and blessings
with others because His blessings, comfort and security are not simply for us alone, but are for others,
indeed the whole world.

You are very aware of those around you who do not know that God cares for them. Y ou know of people
who have fallen away from God and are afraid to turn back to Him. You know people who are hurting
and alone and who truly need the message of true life and peace through Christ Jesus. The message
today is this... If you know people in these situations, then you are called to share the message of
forgiveness in Christ Jesus with them! They are not in your life by accident and you are not in their lives
as amistake. You are aliving and breathing voice-piece of the Lord Almighty who loves you and them
very much.

Our Lord has promised us that He will send his Holy Spirit to direct us in what to say when we go to
share His message of hope with others. May we believe that as strongly as we believe the words of
Psalm 62! May we not be shaken when the opportunity knocks to 2bear witness to the hope that dwells
within us.” In addition, may our Lord be faithful to His promise as we serve Him in sharing His message
with those around us!

In His name,
Pastor Taylor
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Parish Health News

that we may coordinate volunteers.

It's fish. The omega-3sin fatty fish (like salmon) not only help protect your heart, but
they appear to prevent kidney cancer as well. Women in a study who ate fatty fish on a
regular basis lowered their risk of kidney cancer by 44 percent.

Please plan to attend the annual St. Luke's Health Fair on Saturday, October 13, 2007. We will
have blood pressure screening, health education and flu shots.

St. Monica's Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of moth-
ers. A caring initiative for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica s Circle will
provide 5 meals to benefit the growing family. If you are expecting a child through pregnancy or
adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when your child is expected to come home, so

What heart health food can also keep your kidneysfeeling fine? ? 9

The VL C isaproud member of the L utheran Counseling Centers (L CC) Membership Assistance
Program (MAP). VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25
per session. (For up to 4 sessions). Major health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and
LCC uses adliding scale. Call Pastor Hartwell at 337-0207 (1022).

Would you liketojoin the
Village Lutheran Church?

Y ou may do so through:

Holy Baptismsfor children (or un-baptized
adults) at Weekend Services or Privately.
(Schedule with Pastor Taylor or Pastor
Hartwell)

Adult New Member Classes (Introductions
to Christianity-°God for UsP)

Youth CCD/Confirmation (Introduction to
Christianity) Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. (during
the academic year)

Transfer from a Christian Congregation
Please request aletter of transfer from the
last parish attended. A transfer request
formisavailablein the tract rack or from
the church office. Y ou may also simply call
the last parish you attended and request a
transfer letter. The letter from the last par-
ish you attended should be sent to Pastor
Taylor/Hartwell, The Village Lutheran
Church, 172 White Plains Road, Bronx-
ville, NY 10708. For moreinformation
please call the church at (914) 337-0207.

New Member Class

Have you ever wanted to join the Lutheran
Church?

Are you interested in the teaching of the
Christian Faith?

Have you ever felt you or your child should be
baptized and are unsure on how to proceed?

Did you miss your 1st Communion or
Confirmation and wish you could have
these sacred rites?

Have you ever wondered what the
differences and similarities are between
the Roman Catholic and Protestant Church?

Join Pastor Hartwell, Pastor Taylor and our
VLC Deacons for aNew Member Prospect
Classcalled "God For Us!™

OCTOBER 13 AND 20
FROM 10:00am-12:00 pm.
Call 914-337-0207 (1003) for more information
or KGRAP@VLC-NY.ORG.
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Please join us for worship:

Saturdaysat 5:30 pm,
SQundaysat 9am and 10:45 am.
Memorial/Honored Gifts
unday School were received from:
isheld duringthe 9am service. John Kiesendahl
In memory of Gary Bevers

THENEXT VOTER SMEETING will be held on October 28 at 12 noon
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