
 

 

Straight from the Hart 
By Rev. Dr . Robert Har twell 

Those around the church and school will tell you that I love birthdays. One of my favorite chapel services 
for the Chapel School students is my “Happy Birthday Chapel”  in May. I was trying to decide for this 
article which of my personal birthdays of the past was my favorite. 

I remember fondly turning 18 (and even more fondly 21). I remember the first birthday I celebrated with 
my wife Sue and the first that my children were old enough to come and give "daddy" a big birthday “bear 
hug.”  I have to say though that each birthday has been meaningful in some special way. 

Take for instance this past birthday in May. I practiced a tradition that I have done for quite some time. I 
hung up each card that I was given. I thanked God for the people that the cards represented and asked Jesus 
to bless them. I felt a great sense of gratitude for all God has given me. I am in awe that Jesus would allow 
himself to be sacrificed for my sake and that through the resurrected Christ I can be bold to count myself as 
God’s adopted son. I marvel that I have been given abundant life on this earth and eternal life in heaven as 
his sure promise. 

Birthdays are a good chance to really reflect on what we have been given. This fall we kick off the birthday 
celebration of our church and school. Village Lutheran Church, established in 1916, is celebrating 90 years 
and the Chapel School, which celebrates its 60th anniversary, blows out the candles of it’s birth by 
remembering the first academic class in 1947. 

Our church and school have a combined 150 years of service to Congregation, Children and Community 
and God’s Precious Word and his Holy Sacraments have been strengthening and sustaining for each 
moment. His goodness has been seen through great change: two world wars, the cold war and the many 
conflicts and skirmishes of the late 20th and early 21st century.  Woodrow Wilson was the president of the 
US at the birth of the VLC and 15 more presidents have followed. George the V was king of England and 
Germany was whole then divided and then whole again in our history.  Music styles have changed from big 
band to rock to the varied styles in between. The mechanics of communication have gone from phone to 
cell phone to e-mail and the pace of change seems to be exploding.   I wonder which of our milestones 
would be celebrated as the “best”  of our past?  

Much like my personal birthday, I would suggest that one of the most meaningful ones is our current 
celebration. For God has given us a great opportunity to grow our church, school and community 
ministries. We have powerful challenges and amazing opportunities to see his hand at work. 

I look at each parishioner and school family and community supporter as a great gift from God. Our 
leadership has devised anniversary events that will help us fellowship, pray together and celebrate. Coming 
up in September we have our first service of prayer. This quiet service is a great chance to ask God to bless 
this ministry and to ask for prayers for yourself or a loved one that is going through difficult times. Quiet 
music and an inspiring message from a VLC or Chapel School leader will highlight this service and the 
regularly scheduled services throughout the year.  

On October 15, we will also have our first party as we welcome back those Confirmed at the VLC with a 
Confirmation Reunion, the Concordia Alumni for the Homecoming weekend, special guest preacher and 
friend Kevin Cook and the revival of the long absent and fondly remembered Oktoberfest with German 
buffet, beer garden and German music. This event will be followed by many more (outlined in the 90/60 
anniversary pamphlet). 

Please join me in truly celebrating this great year of birthday remembrance and join me in praising God for 
his plan and purpose for congregation, children and community. That©s a thought that is Straight from the 
Hart! 
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Services of Prayer for Thanksgiving and Healing for our Anniversary Year 

Join us for six (6) special half-hour services of prayer as we thank God for his gifts 
and ask for healing and His Spirit' s guidance in the future. 

The Service of Responsive Prayer from the new ªLutheran Service Bookº will be     
featured with a guest speaker to provide spiritual commentary and reflection, plus    
special music. There will also be a time for blessing at the Altar. Join us on         
Wednesday, September 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the VLC sanctuary. 

 Coming October 2006-SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, October 15-Confirmation Reunion Service at 10:45 a.m. with Kevin Cook preaching and music by the 
Concordia Chorale . An Oktoberfest Beer Garden and Buffet Luncheon (Noon) follows with German music and 
dancing as the conclusion to the Concordia-VLC-Chapel School Homecoming Weekend. Special VLC and CS 
display in the Friendship Room. If you or a loved one were confirmed at the VLC, contact the church office    
(337-0207 or kgrap@VLC-NY.ORG) so that an invitation can be mailed. 

 

' D\ WLP H�%LEOH�6WXG\ 
Join VLC Adjunct Pastor Allen Kebschull for an 
informative look at the Messianic Prophesies. The 
study meets on Wednesdays at 10:45 a.m. in the 
Friendship Room.  

VLC Bi b l e St u d y /  Pr ayer   Op p or t u n i t i es   
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LWML Bible Study  

Women of All Ages, Chapel School moms, 
church members, single, marr ied, widowed: You 
are invited to a new and uplifting year  of        
Village’s LWML Bible Study.  We will begin on 
Saturday Sept 23, and meet every 3rd Saturday of 
the month.  So mark you calendars!  This year Julie 
Taylor will lead us through a book by Liz Curtis 
Higgs, which looks as characters from specific   
Bible stories, to learn more about our own walk 
with God. 

 We meet from 8:30-10:30 a.m.  That may sound 
early, but it is only once a month and it leaves the 
rest of the day for other activities.  We begin with a 
short breakfast (everyone brings a little something 
to share).  Then we have a brief LWML (Lutheran 
Women' s Missionary League) business meeting, 
where we discuss possible service projects, mite 
box updates, what' s happening in our region and 
other pertinent issues.  Then we delve into God' s 
Word, learn about His plan for our lives, discuss 
how we can serve Him better, and examine Bible 
readings to enrich our faith-walk. 

 Please join us for food (both physical and spiritual) 
and fellowship!!! 

Reformation Service at West Point 
Join VLC members in celebrating the 
100th  Anniversary Jubilee Reformation 
Service at West Point Military         
Academy on Sunday, October 29, 2006 
at 4:00 p.m. at West Point Cadet Chapel 
with Reception to follow in the                 

Dwight Eisenhower Hall. 
 

The Reformation Service will conclude the 100th     
Anniversary celebrations and will be co-hosted by   
Concordia College–New York which is celebrating its 
125th anniversary. This worship service will bring    
together musicians and choirs from across the district 
and promises to be a wonderful way to bring thanks 
and glory to God as we close the year' s jubilee        
celebrations. The reception following the service is 
$15. 

September 11th Memor ial Service - Join us for this special 5th Anniversary obser-
vance on Monday, September 11th, at 8 p.m. We will unveil a new banner and provide a keep-
sake for each worshiper.  



 

 

 Pa g e 3 

Welcome (Again) Pastor Taylor :  
The VLC has been blessed to have Pastor Deric Taylor as an Adjunct Pastor (since 1998) and as a contracted 
(part-time) Associate Pastor since 2004. Since 2004 we have contracted a portion of his time from the Atlantic 
District where he served as Assistant to the President. Beginning this summer, Pastor Taylor's primary call will be 
to the Village Lutheran Church. He has stepped down as Assistant to the President of the Atlantic District        
although he continues to serve the district in a volunteer capacity as Deacon Liaison to the Praesidium and District 
Interview Committee Chair. Pastor Taylor also celebrates his 15th year of ordination this year. Please join Pastor 
Hartwell in thanking Deric for his service and in praying God's richest blessings upon his ministry among us. You 
can reach Pastor Taylor at the VLC at 914-337-0207 (1021) and at DTaylor@VLC-NY.ORG. His office is located 
just outside the MPR on the lower level of the education wing. 

Rally Day for  Sunday school will be September  17 at 9 a.m. At that service the 3 year olds will    
receive a blessing as they begin Sunday school and the third graders will receive their Bibles. All 
classes (Age three through 6th Grade) begin that day with care for children under 3 in the care room. 
All members and friends are welcome.   Volunteer teachers and aids are still needed. Please fill out 

the tear off in the church bulletin or call the church  office at 914-337-0207 (1003) for more information. 

               FOCUS ON WORSHIP 
                     Happy Anniversary! 

 Anniversaries provide a great opportunity for people to celebrate, honor, reminisce and look   
forward.  Think of how much community history and personal experience are reflected in a  
milestone wedding anniversary, or a major birthday, or a long period of pastoral ministry.  This 

September begins a special church anniversary year as we acknowledge and give thanks to our gracious God for 90 
years of ministry at the Village Lutheran Church and 60 years of ministry with the Chapel School.  Concordia       
College-New York, our partner in ministry here in Bronxville, is also celebrating 125 years of Christian higher       
education.  All of these anniversary observations call for not just one day of thanksgiving, but an entire year of      
celebration. 

 We invite you to share in this year of remembrance and to appreciate how much God has blessed us, through both 
joyful and difficult times, as we seek to follow His plan and purpose for us.   

SEPTEMBER 2-3 

Final summer service with Evening Eucharist on Satur-
day at 5:30 p.m., Morning Eucharist on Sunday at 9:00 
a.m. on the Great Porch, and Divine Service II on Sun-
day at 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary. 
 

 SEPTEMBER 9-10 

i � All services back in the sanctuary on Saturday 5:30 
p.m. and Sunday at 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.  

i � Special dedicatory service for Concordia' s new 
Krenz Academic Center at 10:45 a.m. with Dr. David 
Benke, Atlantic District President, preaching. 

  

SEPTEMBER 11 

i � 5th Anniversary Memorial Service for September 11, 
2001, at 8:00 p.m.   Commemorative sanctuary banner 
and personal keepsake for each worshiper 

 SEPTEMBER 17-18 

i � Rally Day Weekend with Sunday School classes 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. and dedication of teachers. 

 SEPTEMBER 23-24 

i � Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost with Pastor Taylor 
preaching. 

 SEPTEMBER 27 

First 90/60 anniversary midweek Service of Prayer for 
Thanksgiving and Healing at 7:00 p.m.  



 

 

 

 

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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As the VLC celebrates ninety years of ministry, we draw inspiration from the words of Psalm 90:  Satisfy us in the morning 
with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (v. 14) 

 If you read the complete Psalm, you will find familiar-sounding phrases such as before the mountains were born…from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God (v. 3) and a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by (v. 4).  
These and other verses from Psalm 90 are the basis for the text of the hymn ªO God, Our Help in Ages Past.º  Both the psalm 
and the hymn remind us that God is the source of all things and that His love is everlasting.  Now that' s something to sing 
about! 

 Whether you are a long-time choir member or want to join for the first time, please note the rehearsal schedules below and 
share your musical voice with us. 

Cherub Choir  – Grades N-2, directed by Betty Geiling – Rehearsals take place on Sunday mornings as part of Sunday School. 

Youth Choir  – Grades 3-8, directed by George Heath – Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 7 to 8 p.m. and on Sunday 
mornings from 8:15 to 8:50 a.m.  The first rehearsal will be Thursday, Sept. 28, in the Multipurpose Room. 

Chancel Choir  – Teens to adults, directed by Debbie Reiss – Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 8 to 9:30 p.m.  The 
first rehearsal will be Thursday, Sept. 14, in the church. 

FaithWalk – Teens to adults, directed by Debbie Reiss – Rehearsals will take place during the two weeks preceding the service 
dates.  Watch for further details in October. 

The Village Bells – Teens to adults, directed by Debbie Reiss – Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m.  
The first rehearsal will be Wednesday, Sept. 13, in the church. 

The Village Brass – Junior Brass for younger musicians and Senior Brass for experienced players, directed by George Heath.  
Senior Brass rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7 pm. in the Multipurpose Room (Junior Brass rehearsals TBD).  
Watch for further details in the bulletin News & Notes or contact George Heath. 

For  more information contact: Debbie Reiss, Minister of Music – DREISS@vlc-ny.org or 914-337-0207, x1018 or         
George Heath, Cantor – GHEATH@vlc-ny.org or 914-337-0207, x1012 

The September ªWelcome Back Fall Bar-B-Qº Seniors 
Luncheon will be on Tuesday, September 19 (Note the 
change of date) at 12 Noon at the Wartburg in Mt. 
Vernon. Please or call the church office at                 
914-337-0207 (1003). Members and Friends 55+ are 
welcome to attend. 
 

Seniors Bus Tr ip - The VLC Seniors are planning a 
bus trip for Pocono shopping and Fine Dining for      
October 12. We would meet at 9:00 a.m. for bagels and 
coffee and board the bus for the Crossings Outlets 
(http://www.thecrossings.com) mall at 9:30 a.m. After 
two hours of shopping we will enjoy a fine luncheon at 
the Lake Naomi Country Club (http://www.lnc.org) by 
Pocono Pines (Lutherland) in the beautiful fall           
atmosphere and back at the VLC by 5:00 p.m. Be 
watching for price and sign-up over the summer. 

The ªVillage” Seniors You’re  Invited! 
 Who�  Women of All Ages 

 What : Bible Study/ LWML 

When:  Third Saturday of the Month 

 8:30 ± 10:30 a.m. 

 (beginning on September 16) 

 Wher e: Friendship Room 

 Why:    Learn about God's love; fellowship with 

 other women; participate in service projects; 

 study His Word 

 

 Prerequisite: None 
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of 3 - 6 grade and is run primarily by Erika.  The Confirmation II 
(7th Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the L ifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell, Pastor 
Taylor and Michael Schultz will be the primary leaders of this group. Finally, the Crusader Youth Group 
is 9 - 12 grade, and will be led by Erika and Michael. 

Please watch for September activities in the church bulletin. 

 

Crusaders Youth Provide Katr ina Relief in 
New Orleans 

   Eight Crusaders (VLC High School Youth) served victims of    
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans from July 16-21, 2006.  These 
included: Chaperones Michael Schultz and Jenn Cook, Ryan Elwell, 
Stephanie Joyner, Greta Kollmann, Robert Lena, Marian Terenzio 
and Meagan Warnken.  During the 7th of 8 weeks of relief efforts 
coordinated by Group Workcamps Foundation (GWF), VLC teamed 
up with 4 other protestant churches from CA, MD, IL and IN to 

make life a little easier for 13 residents of ‘The Big Easy' .  Jobs included everything from removal of damaged 
belongings to demolition of unlivable space to mold remediation to putting up drywall to painting. 
  

 ªI cannot believe that it has almost been a year since Katrina,º said Greta Kollmann.  ªHouses that were actu-
ally still standing were just left as shells . . . either by the incredible force created by the broken levees or the 
residual effect of sitting under 10 feet of water for 2 weeks.º  Robert Lena added, ªIt really put a lot in perspec-
tive.  Right after Katrina hit, I saw so much water on TV; but, to see the damage and the way people have been 
affected firsthand has really affected me.  I am so glad that I went and got to help out . . . even though there is so 
much more to do.º  VLC Group Leader Michael Schultz expressed great pride in our Crusaders and what they 
were willing and able to accomplish as models of GWF' s ‘Full Service Attitude' .  ªIt was over 100 degrees at 
some point each day,º Schultz said.  ªAs far as sleeping arrangements, there was a male room and a female 
room . . . each filled with participants lined up head-to-toe like dominos.  We were up early each morning, ate a 
quick breakfast, participated in a devotional activity and headed off for 6-7 hours of intense labor.  When we got 
back to the host church, we reported our progress to the camp staff and then waited on line for upwards of an 
hour for a much-needed shower.  We were worn and exhausted, but we could not wait to get back to our work 
sites the next day.  It was amazing to see so many people rallying together with the simple common goal of serv-
ing the needs of others.  This was truly a life-changing experience that none of us will soon forget.  Our 
prayers will continue for our new friends in New Orleans.º 



 

 

 

 
Pa g e 6 

Fellowship Opportunities 

 
 

 ªBack To I t! - ©Tis The Season!” ”  
 When the month of September comes, it means a return to the normal schedule of life' s activities. The summer months 
are for many, a more relaxed time with trips to the beach and extra time with families and friends. During the summer, we 
take life a little easier as we enjoy the hot weather and summer festivities. September has a way of bringing all of that to a 
halt.  For many it means that school has started again, for others it means a more formal dress code in the office, for all it 
means  the summertime celebrations are now memories.  

 Yet, with the passing of summer, there is also excitement about the fall season and all that it brings. We get to anticipate 
the leaves changing colors and the air becoming a little brisker. Children are off to their new classes, with new friends, and 
new teachers. Many places of business begin the new projects that have been on hold for the summer. Yes, there is     
something very exciting about the autumn season. 

 An exciting part of our lives here together at the Village Lutheran Church and Chapel School this fall is sharing the love 
of Jesus with our friends and neighbors. Though witnessing to others is something that we should do all year around, the 
fall, with all of its new beginnings, gives us a great occasion to share the Good News. What wonderful news it is ± and 
how wonderful it is when others hear it and receive it! 

 Be sure to join us for this great journey. Remember these words from our Lord, ªAnd He said to them, ‘ I t is not for  you 
to know times or  seasons which the Father has put in His own author ity. But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spir it has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samar ia, and to the 
end of the ear th.º  Acts 1:7-8. 

 Tis the season ± back to sharing the Good news! 

Rev Deric Taylor, Assistant Pastor 

The Village Lutheran Church will continue the Good News Chr istian Coffee House this fall with     
nationally acclaimed ªWarriorPoetesº in Concert on September 10. The Coffee House opens at 6 pm with 
Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins at 7 pm sharp. Cost for the Coffee 
House is $5 per person. College and High School Students and Seniors get in for $3 with valid ID. A love 
offering will be taken to offset expenses. The Village Lutheran Church is located on State Road 22 in the 
Village of Bronxville, across from Concordia College at 172 White Plains Rd. For more information call 
914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org. 

Fall Harvest Festival at Mill Neck Manor School for the Deaf on Saturday, October 7 and Sunday,       
October 8 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Join us for two days of excitement over Columbus Day weekend, filled 
with activities and bushels of fun! Treat your family to a beautiful day on our 86-acre campus, dressed in 
Autumn' s most gorgeous colors. Call 516-628-4243 for more information. 

The VLC and Wartburg members are invited to join Trinity Lutheran Church in Hawthorne in attending 
the Sight & Sound Millennium Theater Trip to see ª Ruthº on Saturday, September 16th, 2006. The Sight 
& Sound Theater brings the ageless story of Ruth to life on one of the world'  s largest live-performance 
stages. The production features incredible sets, a dynamic cast of actors, and an exciting ensemble of live 
and animatronic animals. The cost is $105 per person, all inclusive and includes the show, bus, dinner at 
Hershey Farm Restaurant, taxes and tips. We have reserved space for 40! Call The Trinity Church office at 
914- 769-2546. 



 

 

 

Pa r i sh  Hea l t h  News 
Health news and info from your  Par ish Health Practitioner  Joy Elwell - ªWatching the types of fats we eat can 
help our bodies'  own cholesterol to protect our hearts. HDL, the ªgoodº cholesterol, acts to prevent plaque buildup 
and inflammation in our arteries. In a study, published this week in the Journal of the American College of         
Cardiology, researchers found that eating meals high in saturated, or trans-fats, reduced the beneficial effects of 
HDL for hours following the meal. Eating a meal with less saturated fats, helped the body protect itself better. 
What to do? Choose foods made with mono or polyunsaturated fats, such as olive, sesame, sunflower, soy or      
safflower oil, instead of those made with animal fats, or saturated plant oils, like coconut, or palm oil. Another     
reason to check food labels!  

St. Monica’s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron saint of mothers. A caring 
initiative for families growing through childbirth and adoption, St. Monica'  s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit 
the growing family. We ask for your help in the following ways: 

I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-0207 when 
your child is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers. 

I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica’s Circle, please sign up on the tear-off sheet. You will be asked to    
prepare and deliver one dinner to the happy family on a rotating basis. 

The VLC is a proud member of the Lutheran Counseling Centers (LCC) Membership Assistance Program 
(MAP). VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session. (For up 
to 4 sessions). Major health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and LCC uses a sliding scale. 
Call Pastor Hartwell at 337-0207 (1022). 
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Donations needed: The church and school are seeking the following donations: A sturdy conference 
room table and chairs and several easels to display pictures/art on. If you or your business may be willing 
to donate these items call Pastor Hartwell at 914-337-0207 (ext. 1022) or PastorH@vlc-ny.org. 
 

New Hymnals: New Hymnals are coming in the fall. You may under write the cost of the hymnals with a 
gift of $100. We will memorialize each gift received with a 90th anniversary book plate that will be 
placed prominently on the inside front cover of each hymnal. How touching to turn to the hymnal and see 
the name of your loved ones as we worship Christ with the ªsaints of God in heaven and on earth.º Call 
the church office for more information at 337-0207, ext. 1003. 
 

Volunteer  Painters Needed! Concordia College' s Residence Assistants in Training will be joining us to 
do some much-needed painting and touch up on Wednesday, August 30, 2006 from 5 - 9 p.m. We will 
need drop cloths, rags, rollers and covers, paint brushes and more willing hands for a night of service and 
fellowship! Painters under the age of 18 should be accompanied by an adult. Sign up in the Multi-
Purpose Room or contact Michael Schultz @ 337-3202 ext. 1127 or macvlc@aol.com. 
 

The VLC and Chapel School is now collecting empty inkjet cartridges for recycling. We receive up to 
$4.00 for each cartridge recycled. Cartridges can be dropped in our collection bin located at the school 
doors and in the Friendship Room. Questions can be directed to Pastor Hartwell at 914-337-0207 (1022) 
or PastorH@VLC-NY.ORG. 



 

 

  

 

 Memor ial Gifts were received                    
In memory of William Podszus from 

Abiola Darimola, Kingsford Owusu,                            
Ms. Marcia Kennedy,  Ms. Marcia Purvis,                                                        

Gillette, Ms. Norma Seidler,                                   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Krause, and                                     

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Merics                                        
Our sincere thanks to all! 
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Please join us for worship:   
 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm,   

Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.                                        

Sunday School is held during the  9 am  service. 


