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Sraight from the Hart
By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell
Wevalue lay

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, | will leadership in ministry,
liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: especially the service of
(Matthew 7:24) women.
A lot of “building” work has gone on over the summer.
Thanksto alittle reshuffling of space a Resource Room and Teachers Prep ' W
Room have been carved out of existing space and Pastor Taylor has a suitable 72} e
office. Plans are being drawn up for a Computer Lab/Café for School and after . \S.J
school use. The ladies bathroom by the Multi-purpose Room has been &
freshened and lightened up. Several areas of the school and church have been E—
painted thanks to volunteers. Plans have continued to add a discreet yet usable Sepakar

screen for projection in the sanctuary, the columbarium stones have been reset,
the retaining wall by the bell tower has been rebuilt and plans for repaving part
of the lot are underway. In addition atemporary fix to the carillon has been put To Go:
in place so the chimes sound again before worship as they have for decades.

Monies Pledged Thus Far:
Building and rebuilding is a wonderful thing. It is progress and it is good to see
things "happen".

The bible passage from Matthew, however, reminds us that building must
always be done on the foundation of Christ. Often in the news we read about '
some exciting (yet shabby) construction that looks good for a moment but does

not stand the test of time. Bible Study

What have you built your life upon? Are you building on the sand of reason or || eyangelism
common sense; the fragility of pleasure; the egg shells of common practice? Corner
God's word tells usto build on Christ-He who fashioned the universe and who
redeemed the same through His life and death. Aswe build our lives on Chrigt,
we build it on knowing whom we are and whom we serve. As we start back to
school and fall work activities, test the "building” you do in your lifein Memorial/
relationship to vocation, relationships, stewardship and commitments. Areyou || Honored Voices
building on Christ? If you find that some of your lifeis being built on "sand," —
ditch that building and start again with the foundation of God's love and grace || Music Ministry
in Christ and keep at it. A thought about building and the foundation of Christ |5, i¢ Health
that is straight from the Hart.

Focuson
Worship

Youth News
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML

Women, pleasejoin us on Sept. 15 for our first
Women's Bible Study of the season. Thisyear's
book is“Rediscovering the Lord’s Prayer” by
Art Simon. Alsowewill use Luther’s Small and
L ar ge Catechism to enhance our study. All items
are available at the piano book store.

Assignments:

Sept. 15— Rediscovering the Lord' s Prayer,
Chap. 1 & 2, Catechism, p. 4-6

Oct. 20 - Rediscovering the Lord' s Prayer,
Chap. 3, Catechism,
The First Petition, p. 2and p. 7

We begin at 8:30am with alight breakfast (bring an
item to share) and finish by 10:30am on the 3" Sat-
urday of the month. All arewelcome! If you have
any questions please see Julie Taylor or call
793-9075.

WORSHIP

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing Home
Service at Sprain Brook Manor in Scarsdale at
2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month. Future
services:. September 10 and October 8.

PRAYER SERVICES

Isany one of you in trouble? He should pray. Isany-
one happy? Let him sing songs of praise. |sany one of
you sick? He should call the leaders of the church to
pray over him and anoint him with ail in the name of
thelLord. (James5:13-14) In honor of our 90/60 Anni-
versary last year, we introduced a new Service of Prayer
for Thanksgiving and Healing. These brief times of quiet
meditation featured personal testimony, music, prayer
and individual blessing at the altar. In light of the posi-
tive response to these services, we will continue to offer
them on a quarterly basis. Thisyear's dateswill be Mon-
day evenings, Octaober 1, December 3, March 3 and
June 2, from 7:00-7:45 p.m.

FOCUSON WORSHIP

Lay Leadership in Ministry

One of the ways that our Core Vaue of “lay leadership in ministry” is most visible isin worship. We are blessed
to have many people serving in avariety of ways—just start with alook at the list of worship assistantsin the bul-
letin each week! Add to that our choir members and musicians, trustees and committee members, teachers, among
others and you see that it really “takes avillage” (to reclaim an overused phrase) to keep our ministry going. Par-
ticipation in ministry, in whatever capacity works for you, is a blessing both to the church and to yourself. Your
gift of time and ability isawitness to others and strengthens your own commitment to the Lord. Asyou seethe
opportunity arise, listen to the Spirit calling for you to respond

Wor ship Opportunities

SEPTEMBER 1/2 — 14" Sunday after Pentecost
X Fina summer Sunday

X  Pastor Hartwell preaching

SEPTEMBER 8/9 — Rally Day

Installation of Trustees and Teachers

Bible presentation to Third Graders

Blessing of 3-year-olds

Sunday School classes begin

X X X X X

Pastor Taylor preaching

SEPTEMBER 15/16 — 16" Sunday after Pentecost
x  Pastor Hartwell preaching

SEPTEMBER 22/23 — 17" Sunday after Pentecost
x  Pastor Taylor preaching

SEPTEMBER 29/30 — 18" Sunday after Pentecost
x  Pastor Hartwell preaching
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September 5, 2007 marks the 61% year that Village Lutheran Church and Chapel School will
provide quality Christian education to our community. We will begin this school year with
more than 340 students in grades Pre-K 3 year old through grade 8.

We are quite pleased to announce that all of our faculty members are returning from last year.
We are very blessed to have such a talented and dedicated faculty and staff.

Asan integrd part of our Christian ministry, The Chapel School conducts morning worship each Wednesday in the
church sanctuary for our kindergarten through grade 8 students. It is our joy and our opportunity to bring an offer-
ing to God in each worship service, as away of saying @Thank you, Lord® for al the great gifts of life and love
which we receive from Him every day. Each month we choose another ministry to support with these offerings.
Thefirst month of the year we will be sponsoring the following mission: Ablaze.

The Ablaze initiative is an effort by the Christian Schools and Congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod to reach out to 100,000,000 people with the Gospel message by 2017. Moniesraised in our Chapel Offerings
will help 2Fan into Flame® this outreach effort in our local area, the United States and even the world as domestic
and foreign missionaries and all God' s baptized children work together to share Christ. Jesus said, 2All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of dl nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded

you.°

;,%m Lutheran Women in Mission

—

[ 0/ )D:D:BDXD Please mark your calendar. On

Sat. Sept 29, we will be hosting the Fall LWML Rally
for our region. Other LWML groups from loca churches
will be meeting at Village Lutheran Church for fellow-
ship, business and to further God' s ministry. The meeting
begins at 9:30am, where we will hear about the unique
ministry opportunities at Church For All Nationsin
Manhattan, conduct some LWML business, and partici-
pate in the Eucharist. All are welcometo attend. Village
Lutheran Church will be providing a continental
breakfast, setup, clean up and more. If you have not
signed up and would like to help, please contact Julie
Taylor.

West Point Tailgate Football Game

sponsored by Thrivent for Lutherans/
Metro North Chapter.

Join usfor afun-filled day of Football at West Point on
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2007, rain or shine. Tickets are $55
Payment due by September 10. (checks payableto
Thrivent/Metro North Chapter). Ticket includes: tailgate
lunch, large tent with tables and chairs and shuttle bus to
game. One parking pass for our own parking areawill
be provided with every 4 tickets. If interested, look for a
flyer with atear-off in the tract rack in the narthex or
call Sandy Coffey at 914-949-8067 or Joe Tucciarone at
1-800-972-5716 .
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Senior's Luncheon resumesin September. We have
been invited by The Wartburg to join them for a bar-
becue on Tuesday, Sept. 11 at 11:45 a.m. We will
be under the outdoor Pavillion, weather permitting,
and in the Conference Center if raining. Please invite
your friends who may enjoy awonderful luncheon
and day together with our group. Reservations must
be made in advance by either completing the tear-off
dlipinthe bulletin or by calling the church office at
(914) 337-0207. Hope to see you there.

ll:'/' L; The Seniors Ministry of The Village
Lutheran Church invites you to The 2nd
& 2 ;L Annual Day Trip of Pocono Shopping
=& | and Fine Dini ng on Thursday, October
4. Meet a the Wartburg-Mt. Vernon at
9:00 am. for donuts and coffee and board the bus for
the Crossings Outlets (http://www.thecrossings.com)
mall. After lunch and shopping we will enjoy afine
early dinner at the Lake Naomi Country Club
(http://www.Inc.org) by Pocono Pines (L utherland)
in the beautiful fall atmosphere and be back at the
Wartburg at about 8 PM. Cost is $45 and includes
lunch at the Country Club (with cocktail) and the
bus trip. Return the registration form or call 914-
337-0207 (1003) for information. Seats are limited.
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Music isintegral to our worship life and touches on many of our Core Values, e.g. our Lutheran heritage, high quality worship
in diverse forms and lay leadership in ministry. The VLC music ministry provides a place for you to share your musica giftsin
avariety of waysin service to our Lord and to one another. Please prayerfully consider the possibilities for you and listen to the
words of the Psalmist: Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3).

Cherub Choir (Nursery = Grade 2) + Rehearses during Sunday School and sings at the 9:00 am. service approximately five
Sundays per year. Director, Betty Geiling

Youth Choir (Grade 3-8) + Rehearses Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings at 8:15 am. Sings at the
9:00 a.m. service three Sundays per month and for festival services. First rehearsal is September 27. Director, George Heath

Chancel Choir (Teens+ Adults) + Rehearses Thursday evenings from 8:00-9:15 p.m. and sings most Sundays at the 9:00 am.
service aswell asfestival services. First rehearsal is September 13. Director, Deborah Reiss

Village Bélls (Teens = Adults) + Rehearses Wednesday evenings from 7:15-8:30 p.m. and rings approximately once a month,
especialy for festival services. First rehearsal is September 26. Director, Deborah Reiss

Village Brass (Teens + Adults) + Rehearses Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:00 p.m. and plays approximately once a month,
especialy for festival services. First rehearsal is September 26. Director, George Heath

FaithWalk (Teens+ Adults) + This contemporary worship ensemble prepares three to four services per year. Rehearsals will be
on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. prior to the worship date. Watch for specific datesin future publications. Director, Deborah
Reiss
Contact: Deborah Reiss - 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 - DReiss@vlc-ny.org

George Heath - 914-337-0207, ext. 1012 - GHeath@vlc-ny.org

Good News Christian
rhe Coffee House

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House
on Saturday, September 8 as Coffee House Favorite "Diane McKoy and A
Small Few" takes the Coffee House stage. The group features "Old Time Gos-
pel" and "Blue Grass Country" with a"Soul Fervor." The Coffee House opens at
6 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins
at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School students/Seniors $3
with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses.

District Deaconate Training

District Deaconate Training for Westchester, Putnam, Manhattan and the Bronx begins on
Wednesday, Sept. 26, 2007 from 7:30-10 p.m. at the Village L utheran Church in the conference room.

Thefirst courseis@Christian Doctrine Summary®. The course presents a systematic study of the historic
doctrine of the Christian Church on the articles of creation and redemption in the context of the present and is
being taught by Rev. Paul Sauer. Nine students are already enrolled for the year. For more information: call
Pastor Hartwell at 914-337-0207 (1022) or e-mail at PastorH@vlc-ny.org.
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The VoyagersYouth Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz. The Confirmation |1
(7th Grade) and Confirmation 111 (8th Grade) constitute the LifersYouth Group. Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor
will be the primary leaders of this group. Finally, the Crusader Y outh Group will beled by Ms. Amanda Lavoie
for grades9 - 12 . Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Y outh groups.

VOYAGERS: Grades3 -6

The Voyagers meet on select Thursday nights from 6:00 + 7:00 pm. We will meet on the playground for games.
Please enter the building through the main school doors and look for signsif we need to meet elsewhere. Watch the
bulletin for September events. Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please fed freeto
come to whatever activity you can. Any questions?? Please cal Erikaat (914) 395-1954 or tyandbash@aol.com.

LIFERS: Grades7-8

Confirmation Class will begin thisyear on Thursday September 20, 2007. Thisfirst meeting is our orientation
meeting with students and their parents or guardians. The meeting will take place in the multipurpose-room, and will
run from 6pm -7pm. Registration material, a schedule of classes for the year, and other important information will be
shared at that time. Please join us! If you have any questions please contact Pastor Deric Taylor at (914) 337-
0207x1021 or dtaylor@vlc-ny.org God bless!®

CRUSADERS: Grades9—-12

There will be a Crusaders Y outh Group meeting on Sunday, Sept. 16 at 11amin the Y outh Room. Open to any
9-12th graders!  For more information watch the Sunday bulletin or contact Amanda Lavoie at 914-337-0207 (1029)/
Alavoie@thechapelschool.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL VL C and Chapel School
Rebate Program
Rally Day for Sunday school will DeCicco Market Place, 305 New Rochelle

be September 9 at 9 a.m. At that Road, Bronxville, has added the VL. C and
service the 3 year oldswill receivea  Chapel School to their Rebate Program.
blessing as they begin Sunday school _ _
and the third graders will receive When you check out at the register s mply say,
their Bibles. All classes (age 3 through grade 6) ?Please put my total towardsthe Village

begin that day, with care for children under 3inthe Lutheran Church Rebate Program.

care room. Each month DeCicco's will write a check to

All members and friends are welcome. Call the the VLC. It doesn't cost us or the shopper

church office at 914-337-0207 (1003) for more ~ aything but it means alittle extra for us!
information. Questions, call DeCicco's at 914-668-3149!
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Evangelism Cormer

apDo not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.”
Hebrews 13:2

Over the summer we made some room changes throughout the building; one of these changes is that my officeis
now located on the second floor. As | was moving the things from my former office to the present one, it became
apparent that | would need additional pieces of furniture. As | was shopping around for cabinets, | came upon a store
that had a cabinet | liked and was selling it for much less than other places. Therefore, | decided to purchase the cabi-
net from the store.

Now hereiswhere the above passage comes to mind. Though it is not a direct connection with what took place, there
isasense of mystery with the unfolding of the story, that brought this passage to my mind.

As | went to the counter to make the purchase, | was told immediately that | would have to wait a minute. The man
(the store manager) who was to help me was busy with other customers. When he finally was able to get to me, he
informed me that he was not sure if there were any more cabinets left in the back of the store. After searching for
what seemed like an eternity plus two, he came out from the back of the store to inform me that there was one left in
the back but it was very difficult to get toit. He said he would try to get it but was not able to give me any guaran-
tees. | then offered to help him move some things to get to the cabinet to which he responded that that was not neces-
sary, but | followed him to the back of the store anyway. As we got to the back of the store and began moving boxes
together, he explained to me that two of hisworkers had called in sick and another one was running late. | said |
understood and then he told me that he recently hurt his shoulder so he was not sure if he could get to the cabinet. |
said | was happy to help and we began to work together to get to the cabinet. After awhile we were successful and he
thanked me for the help, to which | thanked him because | wanted the cabinet!

As| made the purchase, another customer came by who needed help. He told her that he was with a customer right
now and that he would help her after he moved the cabinet to my car. | said | could move it by myself just fine and
that he should help the customer. | then rolled my new purchase to the car. As| was placing it in the car, the store
manager came out to help me. He then asked me what | did for aliving. | told him | was a pastor. He said he fdlt that
| was a Christian. He then said to me that all we do in life has to be about Jesus. He then pointed to the name of his
store; it was called 2Covenant.° He said, Y ou see the name of the store + it's always about Him!° We then wished
each other well and | left.

It may be more apparent now why | wrote earlier that there was not a direct connection to the passage. Though at
first there seemed to be no reason why we were brought into each other' s lives, it became apparent later on. |
assumed at first that he was just being rude by not seeming happy to help me, aswell asdoing it in atimely manner,
until | heard about his shortage of workers and his hurt shoulder. | am not sure what his first impression of me was.
However, in some strange ways God brought two Christian brothers together to help one another and to encourage
each other in the walk we share as His children. | would go further to say that though neither he nor | are angels, |
am positive that the Lord' s angels were there and more importantly that the Holy Spirit was there to temper our
hearts and move us to witness with actions, and then in words, the joy we have within us.

God has away, does He not? He leads usinto situations where He is at work to share His message of love,
forgiveness and life. He brings us into situations where we may encourage one another to continue proclaiming the
message of salvation in Christ Jesus! May we remain aware of His presence and direction, so that others may be
encouraged by His precious gift to us!

In His name,
Pastor Taylor
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Men's Health

This year, an estimated 675,300 American men or boys will be diagnosed with cancer. More
than half of those handed this devastating news will beat the disease.

The three male-only cancers - prostate, testicular, and penile - have high survival rates even
though the long and short term side effects of treatment can have significant effects on quality of life.

Men have a higher incidence than women of other cancers such as lung, liver, bladder and kidney cancer. It is
not uncommon for these cancers to have progressed by the time they are detected.

Because early detection is the key to long-term survival with most cancers, regular screening in at-risk popul a
tions and vigilant attention to changes in one's own body are supremely important. An annual check-up isthe

perfect opportunity to be screened for these cancers. Why not schedule a check-up for the men in your life (or

for yourself); be sure to ask your primary care provider about cancer screening at the visit!

The VLC isaproud member of the Lutheran Counsding Centers (L CC) Membership Assistance Program
(MAP). VLC members and friends can access professional counseling at the rate of only $25 per session. (For
up to 4 sessions). Mgjor health care insurance companies reimburse for LCC services and LCC uses a diding
scale. Call Pastor Hartwell at 337-0207 (1022).

ART ISGOOD FOR THE SOUL ...

Y es, viewing masterpiecesin art museums and galleriesis wonderful BUT have you

ever tried creating your own art? Concordia College is offering a new studio art program
for adults and children. Classes begin the week of September 10th. No previous art experience required. Contact
Director Kathi Jahnke at 337-9300 x2170 or email kathi.jahnke@concordia-ny.edu for class schedule and
registration information.

Oil Painting ages 8-18 Explore the colorful world of oil painting with Rainbow Artists Guild instructors. Classes focus
on technique, color theory, and composition and are open to al levels, including beginners. Materials are included, with the
exception of a $45 brush fee for new students. Class size limited to 10 students.

Mon. 3:30-5:15 PM 16 weeks/fee: $650 Flladi Kulla
Wed. 3:30-5:15 PM 16 weeks/fee: $650 Flladi Kulla
Thurs. 6:00-7:45 PM 16 weeks/fee: $650 Jessica Cioffol etti

Mixed M edia ages 5-8 Bring your imagination and create works of art using a variety of techniquesincluding collage,
drawing, painting, papermaking, printmaking, and wire sculpture. Materials included. Class size limited to 8 students.

Tues. 3:30-5:00 PM 16 weeks/fee: $650 Kathi Jahnke
Thurs. 3:30-5:00 PM 16 weeks/fee: $650 Kathi Jahnke

Drawing & Painting ages 16 - adult Designed for beginners to advanced artists, create and develop your personal style
through still life, portraits, and working from live models. Inspiring and challenging instruction. Basic drawing materials and
model feesincluded. Classsize limited to 10 students.

Tues. evening 6:30-9:00 PM 16 weeks Flladi Kulla
Thurs. morning 8:45-11:15 AM 16 weeks Flladi Kulla
Flexible commitment, Fees: $50 per class; $225 for 5 classes; $425 for 10 classes; $650 full session
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Who: All Women
What: Bible Study/LWML

When: 3" Saturday of month Memorial/Honored Gifts
(beginning in Sept.) werereceived from:
Where: Multipurpose Room Nina Fellerman
8:30am * 10:30am Mrs. Mildred Litke
Why:  To Study God's Word as we look at In memory of August Litke
“ Rediscovering the Lord's Prayer”, Ms. Deborah Reiss
by Art Simon and Luther's Catechism In memory of Frederick Reiss
(available at the piano book store) Mrs. Agnes Johnson

In memory of George R Johnson

Please join us for worship:
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