VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND THE CHAPEL SCHOOL

A PLACE FOR YOU SEPTEMBER 2008

POINTS OF
Your life'sawreck, your house' sa mess m
And your wardrobeisway outdated
All your plansjust keep on falling through X Social
Overweight and under paid, under appreciated Ministry
I'm no guru, but I'll tell you
This| know istrue News
You better get tolivin', givin'
A little mor e thought about bein’ x LWML Fall
A littlemorewillin' to make a better way Events
Don't sweat the small stuff
Keep your chin up X September
Just hang tough Pra)’_er
And if it getstoo rough Service
Fall on your kneesand pray .
———— And do that everyday X  Stewardship
&Y (I, RIS (R EIii Then you'll get to livin' Moment
SIETEEAMEI RN R 1 Theday we'reborn we start to die

Straight from the Hart! . .
9 Don't waste one minute of thislife

Get to livin'
Shareyour dreams and share your laughter

Make some pointsfor the great hereafter 1

| have a confession to make. | really enjoy the music of Dally Parton. 1'm not sure whether | like her singing so much

because of my rural roots or perhapsitisjust that her lyrics are so down to earth. The song | quoted aboveis a great Bible Study 2
example. It's asong that talks about how we can so easily get caught up in our cares or concerns and forget that God has

given us onelifeto live. We can choose to spend our lives complaining that things are not going our way, or we can

recognize that each day is a gift, and live each day to the fullest. Evangelism
This summer an amazing public figure passed away after a battle with cancer. Many of our community have heard of his Corner 6

story. On September 18, 2007, computer science professor Randy Pausch stepped in front of an audience of 400 people at
Carnegie Médlon University to deliver alast lecture called “ Really Achieving Y our Childhood Dreams.” With dlides of
his CT scans beaming out to the audience, Randy told his audience about the cancer that was devouring his pancreas and
that would claim hislifein a matter of months.

Heisreported to have said, “We can®change the cards weee dealt, just how we play the hand. If 1@ not as depressed as
you think | should be, 1@ sorry to disappoint you."2

Honored
My hope and prayer for Village L utheran Church and the Chapel School community as we begin a new school year is that Voices
we would get to livin'. Herein our church and school we have been given such awonderful community, such a beautiful
campus, such a precious message of the Gospel hope and peace, such talented faculty, staff members and lay leaders who Music
brim with excellence in both academics and the Christian faith, and over al this, aloving Savior who lived and died for o 4
us. God has placed us here for apurpose. He has something particular for each of usto do. Ministry
St. Paul wrote: 2So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have .
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, Parish 6
in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in Health
cheerfulness.”3
Or as Dolly may have said it, if she had been St. Paul, 2Get to livin'!” A thought about God’ s plan for us that is Straight Youth News 5

from the Hart!

1. Dolly Parton & Kent Wells, Original Appearance, Backwoods Barbie. 2008 2.2'Last Lecture' professor, Randy
Pausch, diesat 47°, USA TODAY, Jul 25,2008 3. Romans 12:5-8, New Revised Standard Version Bible. 1989
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY PRAYER SERVICES
Wednesdays 10:45 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Our Bible Study goal this quarter is to enhance the 2 Read
Through the Biblein aYear® program by looking at the New frari th S i
Testament books to be read from Sept.-Dec. 2008. Partici- oftering Monthly prayer Servicesimn Sep A

: tember. These times of quiet meditation
pants are encouraged to read ahead and keep up with the and pravers at the altar will be held on the
schedule (see insert), but are not required to do so. We will last gatazrda of the month. beginning at

meet on September 10, 17 and 24 to discuss 1st and 2nd Co- 6:30 fy” ina th ’ Elzg 5_33 s
rinthians. Ms. Deb Reiss, our Minister of Music and a com- el ( offowing the regular .59 Ser
missioned teacher of the LC-MS, will befilling in for Pastor vice). Thefirst prayer service will be Sept. 27.

Allen Kebschull as discussion leader.

As part of our commitment to pray for the .
world and our own needs, we will begin V

—'il—! Lutheran Women’s Missionary L eague Fall Events
IN @M“IW |||_ *** Mark your calendars now ***
_—-uli =

Sat., September 20 — Bible Study

Bible Study begins with an exciting new book. A New Song, | Have My
King on Zion, is aunique devotional series that focuses on the Psalms. We
will meet on the 3 Saturday of each month from 8:30-10:30am to learn,
discuss, and share the special message God has for usin Psams. No
reading is necessary for our first meeting, unless you'd like to read the
Introduction. Books are available at the Piano Bookstore. Please consider
joining us!

Sat., September 27 — Bronx/Westchester and Mid-Hudson Zone Rally

Leading with Beading, 9:30am-1pm, with guest speaker Ginny Wirsing at St Luke Lutheran Church, 65
Oscawana Lake Rd., Putnam Valley NY 10579 The Bronx/ Westchester and Mid-Hudson zones are
working together to host the District Convention in 2010, and thought it would be helpful to have a
combined rally event this Fall.

Sat. and Sun., October 4 & 5—LWML iscelebrated in worship
Village Lutheran Church will be celebrating the LWML during our worship services on this weekend with
special liturgy, women worship assistants, and a special message by female deacons. The ladies of the
LWML will be hosting the Coffee Hour, so please bring something to share and plan to help with setup or
clean up.

Fri.—Sun., October 10-12 — Atlantic District LWML Annual Fall Retreat

Tuscarora Inn, Mt Bethel, PA. Thethemethisyear is. 2Being God' s Joy-Filled Vessel®. Theretreat is based
on Psalm 126:3: 2The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy” (NIV). Thisyear we
are pleased to announce that Linda Reiser will be our retreat leader. Lindais the immediate past president of
the LWML. Moreinformation and aregistration form can be found at www.adlwml.org .

Sat., October 18 = Bible Study

Our second meeting of the year. Please read all devotions pertaining to 2Week One® — Psalm 2 on Pgs. 15-
43 in A New Song, | have Set My King on Zion. Bring asmall breakfast item to share, and come ready to
grow with fellow sistersin Christ.

For more information on any of these events, please see Julie Taylor, or call 793-9075.
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FOCUSON WORSHIP
aWhere Two or Three are Gathered...°

We usually worship in groups larger than three, but Jesus told His disciples that He would be present where even two or three
people were gathered together in His name. This passage from Matthew happens to be our Gospel reading for Rally Day
Weekend (September 6-7) and it reminds us of two things: (1) We are connected to each other and all believersin the world
through faith in Christ; and (2) When we worship together in the name of Jesus, He comes to be with us. Thanks be to God for
our faith community, in large groups and small, and for His presence among us.

“For wheretwo or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.” (Matthew 18:20)

SEPTEMBER 6/7 + 17" Sunday after Pentecost/ SEPTEMBER 20/21 + 19" Sunday after Pentecost
Rally Day Weekend

X  Pastor Hartwell preaching
X Ingtalation of Sunday School and Chapel School h
Teachers, Bible presentation to Third Graders; Blessing of SEPTEMBER 27/28 + 207 Sunday after Pentecost

3-year-olds; Sunday School classes begin X  Prayer Service on Saturday at 6:30 p.m.

X Pastor Hartwell preaching X Pastor Taylor preaching
SEPTEMBER 13/14 + 18" Sunday after Pentecost

X Pastor Taylor preaching

WELCOME OUR GUESTS!

\ ' / There are many things you can do to welcome our guests and visitors, or even to greet mem-
bers whom you do not know. Befriendly, but sensitive: Some guests are shy and some are
nervous or uncertain. Smile and say hello. Be helpful: Make surethat visitors have bulletins

Welcome! and hymnals. Be hospitable: Invite them to Coffee Hour or other church activities and show

them whereto go. Introduce them to others. Don't just talk to people like yourself. Take

a risk —you may be more extroverted than you think!

Christianity: Boring, Untrueand Irrelevant?

That' sthefirst talk at our first Alpha Class beginning on Wednesday, Sept. 24, at 6:30pm in the Multi-
purpose Room at the VL C. We begin with wine and cheese and a free meal. We end promptly at
9:00pm.

Have you ever gotten into a discussion with someone in which you began to try to explain the real
meaning of life? Pithy questions like 2What' s the point of life?° or @2What really happens when we die?®
For Christians, additional questions like 2lsreal forgiveness possible? or 2What rel evance does Jesus
have in our lives today?

Let'sfaceit; we al have questions and are in search of answers. The purpose of Alphaisto explore
those questions, and more.

The ten week course (which is being sponsored by the VLC and is FREE to al attendees) will also explore other questions
like2Why did Jesus die?, @How can | be sure of my faith?, and @How does God guide us?

Over 10 million people around the world have completed an Alpha Class over the last 15 years and now it is being offered
in our area. Accept this as your personal invitation to join the group. If you are interested in exploring nagging questions or
if you are ssimply searching for better answers, give the class atry.

Onelast note....Asyou can tell from the first talk’ stitle; thisis not ‘traditional Christian education'. All faiths and
aunfaiths® are invited and welcome. So bring a friend.Y ou have nothing to lose and everything to gain.

If you have questions, call Tim Elwell at 914 260 4402 or send an email message to tme38@aol.com. To reserve your seat
on the 24™, simply leave a message for Kim Rapillo at the Church at 914 337 0207 and tell her how many will be attending.




“GIFTED BY GOD®°
TheVLC Music Ministry

We have all been gifted by God to do certain things well, all of which is valuablein building up the Kingdom of heaven. As Paul
saysin 1st Corinthians: Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. (1 Cor. 12:7)

If music is one of your gifts, we invite you to be a part of the Music Ministry at VLC. Preparing and sharing your music for
worship will glorify God, further the work of the Spirit among our congregation and enrich your own spiritual life. Pleasejoin us—
you are a gift!

Cherub Choir (Nursery — Grade 2) — Director, Betty Geiling. Rehearses during Sunday School and sings at the 9:00 a.m. service
approximately five Sundays per year.

Youth Choir (Grade 3-8) — Director, George Heath. Rehearses Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings at
8:15am. Sings at the 9:00 am. service three Sundays per month and for festival services. First rehearsal is September 25.

Chancel Choir (Teens— Adults) — Director, Deborah Reiss. Rehearses Thursday evenings from 8:00-9:15 p.m. and sings most
Sundays at the 9:00 a.m. service as well asfestival services. First rehearsal is September 11.

Village Bells (Teens— Adults) — Director, Deborah Reiss. Rehearses Wednesday evenings from 7:15-8:30 p.m. and rings
approximately once a month, especially for festival services. First rehearsal is September 24.

Village Brass (Teens— Adults) — Director, George Heath. Plays approximately once a month, especially for festival services.
Rehearsals will be announced. Watch for specific dates in future publications.

FaithWalk (Teens— Adults) — Director, Deborah Reiss. This contemporary worship ensemble prepares three to four services per
year. Rehearsals will be announced. Watch for specific dates in future publications.

Contact: Deborah Reiss - 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 - DReiss@vlc-ny.org
George Heath - 914-337-0207, ext. 1012 - GHeath@vlc-ny.org

od News Christian
The Cliriee House o

The Village Lutheran Church will host the Good News Christian Coffee House on Satur-

day September 13 as@Cross Purpose” and on October 11 as“Heartsong” takes the Coffee House stage.
The Coffee House opens at 7 p.m. with Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins
at 7:30 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. College/High School /students/Seniors $3 with valid ID and chil-
dren $2. A love offering will be taken to offset expenses. The VLC islocated at 172 White Plains Road,
Bronxville, New Y ork 10708. For more information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org.

S The“Village® Seniors
tember

Weresumein thefall on Tuesday, September 9, 2008 with our picnic at the Wartburg. Meet at 11:30 am for lunch at
12 Noon.

October

Our annual trip to the Poconos for shopping and dinner at Lake Naomi Country Club on Thursday, October 16, 2008.
Call the church for registration information. 914-337-0207.

November

Our regular luncheon resumes at Village Lutheran Church in Bronxville on Tuesday, November 18. Meet at 11:30 am
with lunch at 12 Noon.
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The Voyagers Y outh Group consists of grades 3 - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz. The Confirmation Il
(7th Grade) and Confirmation 11 (8th Grade) constitute the LifersY outh Group. Pastor Hartwell and Pastor
Taylor will be the primary leaders of this group. Finally, the Crusader Y outh Group will befor studentsin
grades 9-12 and Grant Geiling is the primary leader for this group. Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for
more information about all our Y outh groups.

VOYAGERS: Grades3 -6
Mestings in September will be held in the MPR from 6-7 pm on September 11, 18 and 25.

LIFERS: Grades7 —8

The 2008-2009 Confirmation Program Orientation Night is Thur sday September 18th from 6pm - 7pm. If you
have NOT received an invitation letter, please contact Pastor Taylor at (914) 337-0207 or at

dtaylor@vlc-ny.org During this meeting you will receive important information about this year's confirmation
program. This meeting is for the confirmand (youth in the 7th and 8th grade) and their parents and/or guardians.
Confirmation will be held most Thursday evenings from 6pm - 7pm. Any questions? Please contact Pastor Taylor.

CRUSADERS Grades 9 —-12

Sept. 11, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Please join us for our School-Y ear Kick Off Meeting. Form our Y outh Covenant! Make
plansfor future events! Refreshments will be provided.

Sept. 19, 8:00 p.m.-8:00 a.m. Sept. 20, Lock-In! You must attend the meeting on Sept 11, or contact Grant
Geiling at 914-779-2878 if you would like to attend this event.

Sept. 25 7-8:30 p.m. Crusader Y outh Meeting

SAVE THE DATES!

A Gathering of Friends|X Auction and Dinner Gala Harvest Home Celebration
March 20, 2009, Friday, November 21, 2008
Glen Island Harbour Club, Lake Isle Country Club
New Rochelle, New Y ork Eastchester, NY
Planning Meeting: Friday, September 26, 2008 - 8:30AM. “ Come, ye thankful people, come;

If you have any questions or need more information,
contact co-chairs Eric and Linda Bennett at
Linda272@optonline.net.

raise the song of harvest home”
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Evangelism Comner

aAs hewalked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. *’And he said to them, 2Follow me, and | will make you fish for people.°
“Immediately they left their nets and followed him.° Matthew 4:18-20. NRSV

One can amost picture the scene of the passage above, can you? It is a bright sunny day with a great deal of activity
taking place in and by the Sea of Galilee. Fishermen are fishing, traders are trading, and a preacher has been preaching.
The preacher comes to afew of the men who are fishing and speaks a brief word to them. They in turn drop their nets,
and follow him. Great evangelism method - right? The invitation is made, the invitation is received, and the results are
in, aband of merry followers later to be called disciples begin following the Good Shepherd on His three-year journey.
Oh, if it were so easy!!!

Our response to an invitation is based on many factors. We have schedules to check and interests to weigh as we decided
whether to say 2yes® or 2no.°

We can refuse for the strangest of reasons, (21 just DID NOT like the way he asked me!®) We can refuse because we
simply do not have an interest. Most of our reasons are valid in some sense of the word. It al depends on so many
factors if we accept an invitation.

We can believe that the Holy Spirit was at work through those marvel ous words of Jesus when he spoke to these soon to
be disciples. They immediately, we are told, left their nets and followed him. Truly powerful! There are timesthat | do
actually dream of having that kind of power in persuading people to do things, (just ask any parent!)

WEell, | wish to extend an invitation to you. | invite you to consider joining our Evangelism Action Group. We consist of
Trustee Eileen Wilkinson, Deacon Carol Pfizenmaier, Deacon Ann Terenzio, Deacon Victor Terenzio and our newest
member Deacon-in-Training John Spring. Our purpose isto put into action programs and activities that share the
precious message of forgiveness and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. We desire to share this message with al in our
communities, so that all would have opportunity to hear the message and respond by the power of the Holy Spirit, to
Christ invitation to follow him.

If you are moved to assist with this mission in a more direct way, please contact me at (914) 337-0207 x 1021 or at
dtaylor@vlc-ny.org

May our God continue to give you strength to pray for the lost and to serve Jesusin every aspect of your life.
God bless,
Pastor Taylor

From our Parish Nurse Practitioner, Dr. Joy Elwell:

Asour children and grandchildren head back to schoal, it is agood ideato consider bullying, and how to deal with it. The fol-
lowing are recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics:

BULLYING: Bullyingiswhen one child picks on another child repeatedly. Bullying can be physical, verbal, or social. It
can happen at school, on the playground, on the school bus, in the neighborhood, or over the I nternet.

When Your Child IsBullied

X Help your child learn how to respond by teaching your child how to: 1. Look the bully in the eye. 2. Stand tall and stay
cam in adifficult situation. 3. Walk away.

X Teach Wur child how to say in afirm voice. 1. "I don®like what you are doing." 2. "Please do NOT tak to me like that.”
3. Why would you say that?"

Teach your child when and how to ask for help.

Encourage your child to make friends with other children.

Support activities that interest your child.

Alert school officials to the problems and work with them on solutions. Continued on next page

X X X X
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Parish Health Newscontinued.

Make sure an adult who knows about the bullying can watch out for your child's saf ety and well-being when you cannot be there.

When Your Child IstheBully

X  Besureyour child knows that bullying is never OK.

Set firm and consistent limits on your child's aggressive behavior.

Be a positive role model. Show children they can get what they want without teasing, threatening or hurting someone.
Use effective, non-physical discipline, such as loss of privileges.

X
X
X
x  Develop practical solutions with the school principal, teachers, counselors, and parents of the children your child has bullied.

WHAT ISSOCIAL INJUSTICE?
From our Social Ministry Committee and Deacon Car ol Pfizenmaier

It occurs when not all people within a society have equal accessto the facilities, services or systems within that soci-
ety. Examplesare: Not having equal accessto clean water, healthcare, education, or systems within the society, as
well as not having an equal say in political issues.

Why does the situation occur? It is usually due to two main reasons. Poverty can mean that people are marginal -
ized and therefore have less chance to influence decisions which form or shape their lives. Politica Systemswithin a
society may mean that some people are less fairly treated than others, for example, due to their ethnicity, gender or
religion.

WHAT IS SOCIAL MINISTRY? Itisone of the ways we can take action against socia injustices that we see. We
can be the 2hands and feet of Jesus® by sharing the love of God with people through acts of service to meet their
different needs. Our efforts can be joined with other programs/ministries @ VLC and Chapel School. Examples:
Evangelism, Women' s Bible Study, Parish Health Services, Chapel School monthly offerings/donations, LWML.
Our efforts can be in our local community and the surrounding area as well as worldwide.

WHAT CAN YOU DO? Tackle the Issue/l dentify the problem. Help people to learn what socia injustice is and
about the myths they believe to be true. Develop Awareness and Empathy. Educate them to be more tolerant and to
understand diversity. Try to teach about empathy and to think of others before acting. Take Action. Help Out!!

SOCIAL MINISTRY ISSUESIN OUR WORLD : CHINA With the 2008 Olympic Games
that were held last month in Beijing China, the eyes of the world were centered on the
Chinese people, their culture and their hospitality.

DID YOU KNOW? The Chinese, as awhole, are one of the least religious of any of

history' smagjor civilizations. When asked, the majority of China s population (estimated at over 1 billion) state no
religious affiliation. The majority who cite areligion are Buddhists, with Christiansin a small minority (estimated to
be 40-80 million people). It isdifficult to obtain accurate estimates of the number of Christians in China because
many of them worship in 2house-churches® that are underground, due to the incredible persecution of the Chinese
Communist government. As recently as December 2007, the government re-stated its political stance on the
aimplementation of free religious policy® in their country, but the reality isin stark contrast. Beginning in June of
last year, the world learned through leakage of a secret document that the Chinese government planned a systematic,
nationwide crackdown on the underground house church in preparation for the Olympic Games. Persecution of these
churches steadily increased throughout 2007, with the crackdown citing 2illegal Christian activities®, @unregistered
religious sites®, 2publishing of illegal religious literature® and 2illegally printed Bibles®. Multiple house-churches
were destroyed by the Chinese government; multiple arrests took place, including the kidnapping/torture of a
Christian lawyer for his advocacy on behalf of Christian and human rights. With the many stories of injustices that
have been carried out in Chinain the past year towards Christians and their house-churches, it appears evident that
the Chinese government wants to suppress religious freedom, not encourage, promote or even permit it.

WHAT CAN YOU DO? Tolearn more on how you can help, contact the China Aid Association at
www.ChinaAid.org.
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Stewardship Moment

Each month, we will focus on a question or
concern Chrigtiansraise in relation to their
Chrigtian act of stewardship of time, talents and tribute.

Stewardship isalot morethan money. | give my timeand
talents by teaching Sunday school and opening my home. |
consider that to be my giving.

It istrue that stewardship is alot more that money, but it is never
lessthan money. In fact, it would be fair to say that stewardship
includes everything we do in life. Inthissense, all sinis poor
stewardship, and the Gospel restores us to good stewardship in all
of life. So good stewardship includes things like church work
and hospitality, but to withhold one's money (even while doing
these other good things) isto rob God (Malachi 3:8). Money
plays aunique rolein Scripture as a diagnostic tool for the human
heart--where you put your money, there your heart will go .

( Matthew 6:21). If a Christian gives histime and talents to the
Lord, but keeps his money to himself, then his heart is not with
the Lord. By all means, we should practice service and hospital-
ity, but we should take care not to withhold our money from the
Lord.

Please join US for worship:
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Memorial/Honored Giftswerereceived:

Mrs. Rosemarie Gustafson
In memory of Herb Gustafson

Mrs. Ruth Maschke and Mr. Samuel Maschke
In memory of Rev. Robert Maschke

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert Hartwell
In memory of Nathan Wager

Mr. Jorge Tavarez and Ms. Rebecca Bukofzer
In honor of the Holy Baptism of
Sophia Milagros Tavarez

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Cook
In memory of Betty Silvani

Saturdaysat 5:30 pm, Sundaysat 9 am and 10:45 am.
Sunday School resumes on September 7.
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