
 

 

Taylor Made 

By Rev. Der ic Taylor  

I love stories. I enjoy listening to people tell stories. I also enjoy telling stories. The 
stories I enjoy the most are those that are about a real life situation, filled with funny 
circumstances. I think those kinds of stories help us to appreciate life and enjoy the great 
life we have in Christ Jesus our Lord. And yes, I do believe that God has a sense of 
humor. This fact is reinforced to me every time I look in a mirror, (ha-ha!) 

 Though humorous stories are great to hear and to share we are all too aware that not all 
stories are filled with humor. Some stories are serious, sad, terrifying, or boring. Stories 
come in all “shapes and sizes.”  There are even stories that we read or hear and are 
puzzled as to their meaning. Whatever the story it is almost a guarantee that some people 
will love it and others will find it terrible, some will understand the rich depths of its 
meaning and others will dismiss it as a waste of time. Either way, it’ s good to have 
stories. 

 This summer we will gather at the Village Lutheran Church for Sunday worship and 
have a great opportunity to hear stories. The topic of our summer sermon series is, 
“Stories You Need To Hear.”  All of the stories in this sermon series are found in the 
Bible. Some you will be familiar with having heard them in a Sunday School class or 
even in church by way of one of the Sunday readings. Others may be new to you and 
may cause you to ask the question “ Is that in the Bible?”   The answer to this question is 
“YES!”  and how great it is that they are recorded for us to know and learn from as we 
live out our daily stories as the children of God! 

 Here are just a few of the titles of the stories we will preach on during this summer: 
“Eaten with Worms:  Give Glory to God or Die,”  “Simon the Sorcerer: Magic and the 
Power of Conversion,”  “The Naked Young Man: The Way We Welcome People to The 
Church,”  “Deborah: Breaking the Male Only Mold.”   

Sounds pretty interesting, right?  We hope that you are able to join us to enjoy these 
stories and experience the gracious hand of God in the lives of His people. 

 Let’s gather together around the “Good Book”  and celebrate the Lord’s mercy and 
grace! 

 “By the Word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the hosts of them by them by 
the breath of His mouth.”  Psalm 33:6 

 

 God Bless, 

Pastor Deric Taylor 

Associate Pastor 
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Check out  t he VLC & Chapel 
School Piano Bookshop located in 
the Friendship Room. The bookshop 

features an honor-system book & resource shop. 
Each month at least 5 new resources will be fea-
tured that Pastor Hartwell or someone from the staff 
recommends. Simply drop a check made out to the 
VLC in the payment box. You may also use a credit 
card form. 

WORSHIP                                            
AT THE SPRAIN BROOK MANOR 

NURSING HOME 

Join us for Sprain Brook Manor Nursing 
Home Service at Sprain Brook Manor in 
Scarsdale at 2 p.m. on the 2nd Monday, 
July 11. 

Please sign up today to host refreshments 
after  the 8:30 a.m. service 
over  the  summer. This         
abbreviated coffee hour is 
easy to host and helps wel-
come worshippers all summer 
long. The sign up is in the 
Multi-Purpose Room on the 
bulletin board. 

Thank you to all who contr ibuted to the Mother ’s Touch Project!  
A special thank you to everyone who contributed to the Mother'  s Touch Project to Vietnam. This project 
will reach thousands of women in Vietnam, spreading the gospel and love of Jesus. We collected          
approximately $550 dollars and were able to send 25 boxes with everyday supplies, which are difficult to 
obtain in Vietnam, plus money to defer shipping costs and purchase a much needed rain cape for each 
mother. The boxes are on their way and we have already been congratulated by The Mother'  s Touch for 
our efforts. Many people have contributed money, assistance and prayers to this project, and we are   
grateful to all. The Woman'  s Bible Study, which sponsors this endeavor, wishes to thank everyone,     
especially Pastor Hartwell, for his continued support for this project. Hopefully, we will sponsor another 
such project in the upcoming months. 

CONGRATUALTION DEACON       
TRAINEES:   

 

Dr. Jane Buerger, Wendy Haddad, and Vic and Anne     
Terenzio have successfully completed year one of the    
Deacon Training Program. Classes begin again in           
September. The deacon training is two years and new     
students can enter the course rotation each fall. Pamphlets 
and registration forms are available in the tract rack. Please 
consider of God may be calling you to greater faith and  
service through this engaging study program. Classes meet 
on Wednesdays at 7:30 PM at the VLC. 

 

Join VLC and Chapel School Friends for an exciting study of God©s word through video in the MPR on 
Wednesday July 6, 13 20 and 27 at 7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. We will be watching "ST JOHN IN EXILE" and 
"APOCALYPSE"  on the smart classroom setup (big screen) in the multi purpose room. You do not need 
to attend all to participate In "St. John," Dean Jones is Saint John in this intimate, inspiring one-man pres-
entation of John in exile on Patmos. Full of humor, strong in spirit, and resolutely committed to Christ, 
John shares his account of the events that changed the course of human history---and challenges us with 
his last words before his death. In Apocalypse, Richard Harris plays John the Apostle in the year 90 A.D. 
as the Roman Emperor has unleashed a virulent campaign against the Christians. Discussion of the works 
and text of St. John©s epistles, Gospels and Revelation will be included. To sign up to attend or to bring a 
treat to share, fill out the tear off form in church or see Kim Rapillo in the church office at 914-337-0207. 
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Th r i ven t :   

A Ver y St r on g Pa r t n er                                                                    
for  t h e VLC a n d  Ch a p el  Sch ool !   

 You' ve all read or heard the company name: Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, but may not know much about it.  
Simply said, Thrivent is a Fortune 500 insurance/investment firm that is the result of a merger between two long-
time Lutheran fraternal organizations, AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans) and Lutheran Brotherhood.  In addi-
tion to providing excellent insurance plans and investment guidance and strategies, Thrivent encourages its 
members (policy holders) to support Lutheran agencies and generously matches (supplements) such donations! 

 A couple of items to keep in mind: 

a. Several agencies dear to VLC/CS hearts, especially The Chapel School, Concordia College, Son Rise      
Retreat Center, and The Wartburg are eligible for Thrivent members'  donations to be matched. 

b. Members can donate to as many eligible and enrolled organizations as they choose, but Thrivent Financial 
will only provide supplemental dollars to two organizations per year. Thrivent Financial will supplement $1 for 
every $2 donated by members up to a $300 maximum supplement to each organization. 

c. Our regular offerings and gifts to The Village Lutheran Church cannot be matched, but donations made pay-
able to The Chapel School can be. 

When a member contributes 25 or more hours of volunteer service to an organization that they have supported 
with an eligible gift, Thrivent Financial will contribute an additional $25!  And the VLC/CS has lots of volun-
teers, thank goodness! 

 And, best of all, if you are not currently a Thrivent member but would like to have your donations to these    
Lutheran agencies supplemented, you may purchase an annual Thrivent Associate Membership for just $10 per 
family! 

 Please contact Kevin Cook, director of development, 337-0207, ext. 1039, for details, matching-gift forms, and 
Associate membership applications.   Thrivent Financial for Lutherans works for the VLC and Chapel School! 

Thank you,  J oan! 
 

On Sunday, June 19th we recognized Joan Deery at the 8:00 a.m. service for her many 
years of faithful service in leading the Altar Guild.  While Joan is still going to help with 
our Communion set-up, she is "retiring" from the head caretaker role.  Following in the 
footsteps of her sainted mother, Joan prepared the Communion ware for the 8:00 service 

every week, coordinated volunteers and set up herself for the 9:00 and 10:45 services as well as other 
Communion services during the year, changed the altar  paraments according to the liturgical calendar 
and maintained the sacristy.  She has worked tirelessly behind the scenes to facilitate our worship, 
keeping the altar ready for the gifts we receive in Holy Communion.  St. Paul taught the Corinthians 
and us that "you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it" and that "if one part is hon-
ored, every part rejoices with it."  We honor Joan for her many years of quiet service and rejoice with 
her in service to our Lord. 
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   “ How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns! ’…Burst into songs of joy together.”   (Isaiah 52) 

  

Thank you to everyone who sang, played, directed or otherwise participated in our choir program this season.  
From the littlest Cherub to the longest serving choir singer, your gift of music has been shared with the 
congregation to the glory of God and is truly a blessing.  Special thanks to the music staff for your hard work, 
dedication and spirit:  Deborah Cook, Betty Geiling, George Heath, Marcia Kollmann, Deborah Reiss and Julie 
Taylor. 

 Unfortunately, the end of the year also means having to say good-bye.  We praise God for the past 25 years of 
service by Debbie Cook in leading the Youth Choir and Village Belles, helping coordinate and develop our 
Round-the-Table Carol Sing and enhancing our worship life.  May God bless her and lead her to a new church 
home where her gifts can be shared.  We also wish God' s blessings on Ruth Recker, who grew up in this church, 
as she prepares to retire to Arizona. 

 Regular rehearsals will resume in September.  Please check for further details in the Sunday bulletin and the 
September Village Voices.  If anyone would like to sing or play a solo during the summer, please contact our 
Minister of Music, Debbie Reiss, at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018, or DREISS@vlc-ny.org.  

WE ARE A CHURCH FAMILY 
 Every month, a member shares his/ her personal story about being a member of the Village Lutheran 
Church  and it’s importance in his/ her life. 

Home at Church 

 Even as a child, I liked going to church and looked forward to Sunday mornings.  Church was a 
comfortable place where people cared and where (so I thought) God lived.  By the time I graduated 
from Concordia, I had come to the more profound understanding that God is with me all the time--not 
just when I am at church--but that being in church is still a source of strength and comfort. 

 When I first came to VLC as Minister of Music in 1996, I was a bit preoccupied with ªjob perform-
anceº--trying to learn the customs, getting used to the organ, working with new choirs.  Worrying 
about my own efforts tended to get in the way of finding my comfort zone.  While I know that I still 
have a job to do, God has enlarged my vision to make this church my home.  It is a place where I can 
count on loving care from my friends in Christ.  It is also a place and a family about which I care 
deeply.  Preparing for worship each week--studying the Scriptures, choosing anthems and hymns, 
finding liturgical material--reminds me of God' s amazing love and encourages me to share that love.  
As the psalmist said:  I rejoiced with those who said to me, “ Let us go to the house of the Lord”  
(Psalm 122:1).  I pray that you would also feel that this house of the Lord is your home. 

           Deborah Reiss      
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Su m m er  

2005 

This year  the Youth Groups remain unchanged.   

During the summer months, youth entering 3rd 
grade in the fall are welcome to join all Voyager 
activities.  Youth entering 7th grade are welcome to 
join all Voyager and Lifer activities.  Youth entering 
9th grade are welcome to join all Lifer and Crusader 
activities. 

VOYAGERS:  GRADES 3 – 6 

Meetings:This summer Voyagers will meet every 
other Thursday.   We will usually meet in the Multi-
Purpose Room.  Please look for signs when you 
enter through the Main School Entrance.  The dates 
and themes are listed below.  Please call Erika with 
any questions you may have throughout the 
summer.  

 GAME NIGHT, July 7, 6 - 7 pm. 

 FUN MYSTERY NIGHT, July 21,  6 - 7 pm.  
Please wear clothes that can wet!! 

 MOVIE NIGHT, August 4, 6 - 8 pm.  Please 
bring a snack to share. 

 SWIM NIGHT, August 18,  5 - 8 pm.  We will 
need drivers for this, please contact Erika if you can 
drive.  Cost $6.00. 

 LI FERS:  GRADES 7 – 8 

 Meetings: During the summer months the Lifers 
will be joining different Voyager and Crusader 
events.  Please free to call Erika during the summer 
with any questions. 

 FRISBEE GOLF, July 12, 6 - 7:30  pm.  Join the 
Crusaders to test your skills!!  Meet on the Great 
Porch at VLC. 

                                                                                

FUN, FUN Mystery Night, July 21, 6 - 7 pm.  Join 
the Voyagers for our fun.  Please wear clothes that 
can get wet!! 

 PLAYLAND, August 13.  Join the Crusaders for 
this fun filled day at Rye Playland.  We will leave 
from VLC at 11:00 am, return 5:00 pm.  The cost for 
this will be $30.00 plus snack money.  We will also 
need volunteer drivers for this.  If your  
parents/guardians can drive, please let Erika know!!  

 SWIM NIGHT, August 18,  5 - 8 pm.  Join the 
Lifers for this evening at the Pool!!  We also need 
volunteer drivers for this.  Please let Erika know if 
your parents/guardians can drive.   

       
CRUSADERS: GRADES 9 – 12 

 
 FRISBEE GOLF, July 12, 6 - 7:30 pm.  Join us as 
we test our skills on the ªlinksº.  Meet on Great 
Porch at VLC. 

 Jones Beach, July 30,  9 - 4 pm.  We will need 
volunteer drivers for this, if you or your 
parents/guardians can drive please let Erika know.  
Cost is $5.00, plus snack money. 

 Playland, August 13,  11 am - 5 pm.  Join us for 
the fun at Rye Playland.  Cost is $30.00 plus snack 
money.  We will need volunteer drivers for this, if 
you or your parents/guardians can drive please let 
Erika know.  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER  

YOUR FRIENDS ARE ALWAYS  

WELCOME!!  
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 8:30 – Informal Holy Communion Worship on the Great Porch 

Sunday 10:30 – Divine Service II with Holy Communion in the Sanctuary 
 

2005 SUMMER SERMON SERIES: Stor ies You Need to Hear  

 June 26, 2005 ± Pastor Taylor 

ªEaten With Worms: Give Glory to God or Dieº (Acts 12:20-24) 

 July 3, 2005 ± Pastor Hartwell 

ªCain and Abel: Conflict Resolutionº (Genesis 4:1-15) 

 July 10, 2005 ± Pastor Coleman 

ªSimon the Sorcerer: Magic and the Power of Conversionº (Acts 8:9-13) 

 July 17, 2005 ± Pastor Taylor 

ªHilkiah Finds the Book of the Law: Rediscovering God' s Truthº (2 Chronicles 34:8-28) 

 July 24, 2005 ± Pastor Hartwell 

ªThe Naked Young Man: The Way We Welcome People to Churchº (Mark 14:51) 

 July 31, 2005 ± Pastor Taylor 

ªElisha and the Bears: The Power of Words to Hurt and Killº (2 Kings 2:23-25) 

 August 7, 2005 ± Pastor Taylor 

ªPhilemon: Paul ‘Guilts'  Onesimus' s Owner into Freeing his Slaveº (Philemon) 

 August 14, 2005 ± Pastor Hartwell 

ªEsau' s Lost Hope: What Do You Do When Life Fails You?º (Genesis 27:30-40) 

 August 21, 2005 ± Pastor Hartwell 

ªPhilippian Generosity: The Start of the Offeringº (Philippians 4:10-20) 

 August 28, 2005 ± Pastor Taylor 

ªThe Sun Stands Still: God' s Power Over Allº (Joshua 10:1-15) 

 September  4, 2005 ± Pastor Hartwell 

ªDeborah:  Breaking the Male Only Moldº (Judges 4:1-10)   
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Gracious gifts were received from                   
Richard and Crista Graham                                 

and their daughters                                             
Sarah and Helene                                                    

for a gift in memory of Christa' s niece,            
Shabnam Schroetel. 

 

Our sincere thanks to all. 

Summer Worship At VLC: 
8:30 a.m.-Informal Holy Communion      

on the Great Porch 

Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service II with Holy 
Communion in Air Conditioned Church 

 

Contact the Church: 

914-337-0207 

WWW.VLC-NY.ORG 


