
 

 

Straight from the Hart 

By Rev. Dr . Robert Hartwell 

I have recently heard some very interesting facts about buzzards and 
bats.  

The Buzzard-If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet by 8 feet and is 
entirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be an 
absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard always begins a flight 
from the ground with a run of 10 to 12 feet.  Without space to run, as is 
its habit, it will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life 
in a  small jail with no top. 

The Bat-The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble 
creature in the air, cannot take off from a level place. If it is placed on 
the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about helplessly and, no 
doubt, painfully, until it reaches some slight elevation from which it can 
throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash. 

Please do not think that I am calling anyone a "buzzard" or a "bat." But 
in many ways, we are like the buzzard and the bat. We struggle about 
with all our problems and frustrations, never realizing that all we have to 
do is look up.  Sorrow looks back, worry looks around, but faith looks 
up. 

This summer, spend time looking up. Be regular in worship! Our year-
round schedule continues with a convenient and informal service of 
Holy Communion on Saturday at 5:30 pm and two services on Sunday, 
at 9 am (held on the great porch for the summer) and at10:45 am. Be a 
part of our summer Bible study on the DaVinci Code. Make sure to take 
time to commune with God in daily prayer.  This time of fun in "the 
SON" will be an experience of looking up, being freed from our sins and 
freed to see life in a whole new way. Don't be a buzzard or a bat. Be the 
faithful child of God that you were called to be in the gracious waters of 
Baptism. A thought about critters and God's care that comes straight 
from the Hart. 
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SUMMER BIBLE STUDY                                                                                                              
Discussing the Da Vinci Code 

The Village Lutheran Church will host a summer Bible study series called Discussing the Da Vinci Code. This video 
study is hosted by the nationally respected writer and Christian speaker Lee Strobel. He explores the book and movie with 
a critique and exploration of the work filmed on location at the European sites that the movie and book feature. The study 
will be held on Wednesdays July 12, 19, 26 and concludes Wednesday, August 2. The classes will meet from 7:30 - 9:00 
p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room and Green Mountain Flavored Coffees and other refreshments will be served. There is no 
cost and the public is invited. Call 914-337-0207 or log on to VLC-NY.ORG for more information. 
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Join VLC Adjunct Pastor Allen Kebschull for an informative look at the Messianic Prophesies. The study meets on 
Wednesdays at 10:45 a.m. in the Friendship Room. Watch the church bulletin for more information . 

VLC Bi b l e St u d y /  Pr ayer   Op p or t u n i t i es   
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LWML Bible Study  

LWML Women’s Bible Study – All women are invited to join us the 3rd Saturday of each month, beginning in September 
for a new and exciting Bible Study. So mark your calendars now!  Next year we will focus on a specific book (stay tuned 
to find out which book!), as we have in the past, covering one chapter each month.  Please consider this wonderful oppor-
tunity to fellowship with other women, enjoy a light breakfast, and have the great privilege of studying God’s Word.  We 
meet from 8:30am – 10:30am – that may sound early, but it is only once a month.  Julie Taylor will lead.  Hope to see you 
there. 

FOCUS ON WORSHIP 

Sabbath Rest 

 “ By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh day He rested from all His work.  
And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the work of creating that He had 
done.”   (Genesis 2:2) 

 “ There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own 
work, just as God did from His.  Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest.”  (Hebrews 4:9-11) 

 God has indeed created a Sabbath-rest for His people and invites us to receive the blessings of that rest.  Even as we en-
joy days of rest from our jobs, from school, from some of the regular routine, we have a special time of rest in the Lord 
set aside every weekend.  It is a time to be fed by Word and Sacrament, to sing and pray, and to come together as the peo-
ple of God. 

 Our summer worship continues with the year-round schedule of services at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday and 9:00 and 10:45 
a.m. on Sunday.  Holy Communion is offered at all services every week, with Evening Eucharist at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanc-
tuary, Morning Eucharist and hymn sings at 9:00 a.m. on the Great Porch, and Divine Service II  at 10:45 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  Our Bible readings will continue with the Revised Common Lectionary, drawing on stories about King David 
from the Old Testament and stories about Jesus and His ministry from the Gospels of Mark and John .  Pastor Hartwell 
and Pastor Taylor will preach or lead the liturgy regularly throughout the summer. 

 O, come, let us worship the Lord ! 

SUMMER WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES (July 2-September 3) 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Evening Eucharist (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m. Morning Eucharist (Great Porch) 

Sunday, 10:45 a.m. Divine Service II  (Sanctuary) 
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Graduation for our eighth-graders was held on June 10, 2006.  You may be interested in the list of high schools 
our graduates will be attending this coming September. 

 Elizabeth Bailey, H.S. of American Studies at Lehman College—Juliana Barbera, The Masters School—
Jessica Frost,  School of the Holy Child—Brandon Hight, Yonkers H.S.—Scott Johnson, Fordham Preparatory 
Calvin Kendrick, Bronx School of the Visual Arts— Malcolm Murray, Fordham Preparatory—Stephan Owens,  

White Plains H.S.—Mallory Pendleton, School of the Holy Child—William Petrunia, Salesian H.S.—       
Aaron Savage, Iona Preparatory—Lisa Wolfgang, Ursuline School. 

It is not too late to register your child for our Summer Program.  There are 8 one-week sessions available 
throughout the summer.  Programs are offered for children ages 3-10. Sign your child(ren) up in the school of-
fice. 

Many thanks to our school Service Learning Committee, Lieb’s Nursery and all of the church and school vol-
unteers who participated in our Clean-Up Day and Planting Day.  Our property looks so much better! 

Many thanks to Mr. George Heath and Mrs. Marcia Kollmann for all of the many wonderful spring programs 
this year.  Our Chapel School Choir also did a wonderful job of representing our school at Shea Stadium sing-
ing the national anthem prior to a Mets baseball game, at the Bronxville Rotary Club and at the Chamber of 
Commerce Sidewalk Sale in Bronxville. 
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ATLANTIC DISTRICT NEWS 

At the 56th Convention of the Atlantic Distr ict of the Lutheran Church-Missour i Synod (held at 
Concordia June 8-10) the following actions were taken:       

Rev. Dr . David Benke was re-elected President (Bishop); Rev. Dr . Robert Hartwell was re-elected 
the Vice-President for region II (which now includes Northern Manhattan, the Bronx, Westchester and 
Southern Putnam Counties) and was ranked as 4th Vice-President; Rev. Dr . David Elseroad of the 
Wartburg was re-elected Circuit Counselor for the Westchester/Southern Putnam Circuit (Circuit 4); 
Mrs. Mindy Warnken was re-elected to the Board of Directors of the District; Mr. Timothy Elwell 
(who served as Chairperson of the Elections Committee) and Pastor  Hartwell (who served as Awards 
Chairperson) represented the VLC as voting delegates and Mrs. Molly Nagel served as the alternate 
delegate; Ms. Deb Reiss assisted with musical leadership of convention devotions; and Mr. George 
Heath and the Chapel School Select Choir  were featured. 

Concordia President Vij i George opened the convention with an exciting report from the college. 
Rev. Der ic Taylor   presented the DELTO and Deaconate report which was made all the more personal 
for the VLC as, at the closing service of the convention, Wendy Haddad and Vic and Ann Terenzio 
graduated from the    Deacon program.  

Many other VLC members were integral to the running of the convention or played key roles including 
Andrea Masley, Lucia Kroeger, Paul Schulz, Kevin Warnken and support services crew, Janet 
George, Kr is Schulz, Jennifer  Podoll, the Concordia IT team, our  Rostered teaching staff of the 
Chapel School and many more. Good job to all! 



 

 

 

  

TO THANK AND PRAISE THE LORD 
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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Many thanks to all who par ticipated in our  music ministry this year !  We have used our musical gifts 
to thank and praise the Lord in so many ways, and we are blessed in return.  Special thanks to the choir 
directors and associate musicians who have prepared, practiced, organized and carried out all the behind-
the-scenes efforts to offer their first-fruits to the Lord:  Betty Geiling (Cherub Choir), George Heath 
(Cantor, Youth Choir, Village Brass), Marcia Kollmann (Organist, Accompanist), Deborah Reiss 
(Organist, Chancel Choir, FaithWalk, Village Bells) and Julie Taylor  (Organist, Accompanist). 

 Regular rehearsals for all ensembles will resume in mid-September.  If anyone is interested in singing or 
playing during the summer, please contact Debbie Reiss at 914-337-0207, ext. 1018 or DREISS@vlc-
ny.org. 

Seniors Bus Trip - The VLC Seniors are planning a 
bus trip for Pocono shopping and Fine Dining for    
October 12. We would meet at 9:00 a.m. for bagels 
and coffee and board the bus for the Crossings Outlets 
(http://www.thecrossings.com) mall at 9:30 a.m.    
After two hours of shopping we will enjoy a fine 
luncheon at the Lake Naomi Country Club                   
(http://www.lnc.org) by Mt. Pocono in the beautiful 
fall atmosphere and back at the VLC by 5:00 p.m.  
Watch for price information and sign-up over the  
summer. 
 
September Seniors “Welcome Back”  Bar-B-Q     
luncheon will be held at the Wartburg. Watch for    
details. 

The “Village” Seniors Fellowship News 

Congratulations to Jennifer  Cook, VLC member 
since birth, on her graduation honors at Concordia two 
weeks ago. 

Jennifer was honored with two awards linked to former 
VLC families: the Robert and Ellen Schnabel Prize for 
Teacher Education and the Springer Family Prize for 
Volunteerism. Dr. Schnabel was President of Concor-
dia in the early 1970's and Ellen taught fourth grade at 
The Chapel School for five years. Hans and Marie 
Springer were VLC members for 20+ years: Marie 
taught Pre-K in The Chapel School and Hans served as 
VLC Treasurer. Chr istopher  Kollmann also received 
the FK Theology Award and new member Kanako 
Sato received the Behavioral Sciences Prize. 

VLC members and Concordia award winners Chris Kollmann 
(second from left), Jennifer Cook (center) and Kanako Sato 
(far right) pictured with Concordia President Dr. Viji George. 
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Summer 

2006 

This year  the Youth Groups remain unchanged.   

The Voyagers Youth Group consists of 3 - 6 grade and is run primarily by Erika.  The Confirmation II (7th Grade) 
and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell, Pastor Taylor and Michael 
Schultz will be the primary leaders of this group. Finally, the Crusader Youth Group is 9 - 12 grade, and will be led 
by Erika and Michael. 

VOYAGERS and LIFERS: GRADES 3 – 8 

The Voyagers will meet Thursday nights from 6 - 7:00 pm.  Please enter the building through the main 
school doors. 

 

Water  Basketball ~ Thursday, July 6.  Come with clothes that can get wet to enjoy a variation of 
basketball!!  6:00 ± 7:00 pm. 

 

 Fear  Factor  Night ~ Thursday, July 13.  Fun games and challenges.  Wear your bathing suit and join us on 
the playground. 

 

 Game Night ~ Thursday, July 27.  Meet in the Lunch Room.  6:00 ± 7:00 pm. 
 

 Golf Night ~ Thursday, August 3.  Meet at School Entrance.  6:00 ± 7:00 pm. 
 

 Water  Balloon Fun ~ Thursday, August 24.  Meet on the playground and  wear your bathing suit or 
clothes that can get wet.  6:00 ± 7:00 pm. 

 

 Movie Night ~ Thursday, August 31.  Meet in the MPR.  Bring a snack or drink to share.  6 - 8:00 pm. 
 

     CRUSADERS: GRADES 9 – 12 

This Summer our  Mission Tr ip is to New Orleans, July 16 ± 21st.  All youth going to New Orleans, please 
make sure you received the update letter on your financial obligation information.  If you did not, please 
contact Erika ASAP.  The payments star ted in March.  Four  payments are now due!!  Please submit 
payments ASAP.  At the end of June you will receive another  letter  if you still owe money for  this 
tr ip.   
 
  Car  Wash  ~  Saturday, June 24, 10 am ± 1 pm.  Meet at VLC.  
 
 Fr isbee Golf  ~  Tuesday, August 1,  6 ± 7:30 pm.  Meet on the great porch!! 
 
 Pizza and Game Night  ~  Sunday, August 27, 5:30 ± 7:00pm.  Meet in the Gym. 
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Summer Vacation 
I can still remember being a child and looking forward to the summer months of June, 
July, and August. I could not wait for these months to come because I knew it meant no 
more school only,,,,,, VACATION! What a great word: VACATION. It means a respite 
from something or a scheduled time during which a given activity is suspended. Vacations 
are very important because they give us a break from the usual activity of school and 
work. 

My parents would remind me though that there were certain things we could not take a vacation from. We 
still had to clean our rooms, take the garbage out, vacuum, clean the bathrooms; these and other activities 
had to continue. My mother would say to me, “How would you like it if I took a vacation from cooking?”  
to which my immediate response was ‘NOOOO! Please don’ t do that!”  Yes, there are some things that we 
just can’ t take a vacation from. 

One of those things is being a child of God. Through the cleansing waters of baptism God called us into 
His family. This is not something that we take upon ourselves for a period of time and then take a two 
month break from in the summer. No, God’s call is everlasting. He chooses not to take a vacation from us, 
but rather to provide for our every need each and every day. 

 In the same way we as His modern day disciples are not on vacation from serving Him. Part of that service 
is reaching out to others with the wonderful message of forgiveness and everlasting life through Christ   
Jesus our Lord. This is something that we can continue doing even on the summer vacation. 

 There are truly wonderful opportunities during the summer to share the God News. When vacationing 
there are a host of people from hotel and restaurant workers to fellow participants at amusement parks or 
those at the beach, who have been placed in your path, and who are yearning to hear the message of        
forgiveness and life everlasting. God provides us with the people in our midst each and everyday to share 
this message, and vacation time is no different.  

 So, carpe diem! Let’s seize the day (and the moment) to share the greatest news for this world. God is 
alive and active, desiring His world to know of His love through His Son Jesus. God has called each of us 
to share this message in word and deed. So, let’s do it -- because it is truly the best news, at any time of the 
year! 

 

 God bless, 

Pastor Taylor 



 

 

 

Pa r i sh  Hea l t h  News 
From The Amer ican Red Cross: 

Watch Out for  Ticks and Be Aware of Lyme Disease 
 

Before venturing out and enjoying the great outdoors, make sure you take some precautions against becoming in-
fected with Lyme disease, a disease transmitted from the bite of an infected tick. The third week of July is desig-
nated Lyme Disease Awareness Week but it's always good to take precautions to prevent Lyme Disease. The fol-
lowing are some tips that can protect you from tick bites:  

x� Wear light-colored clothing. This allows you to see a tick more easily. 
x� Wear a hat and long-sleeved shirt. 
x� Tuck your clothes in, shirts into pants and pants into socks. Use a rubber band or tape the area where the socks 

and pants meet to prevent ticks from getting under clothing. 
x� Use an insect repellant with DEET on exposed skin and clothes. Read the label instructions and cautions about 

use on young children. 
x� When hiking, stay in the middle of trails, and avoid underbrush, fallen trees, and tall grass. 
x� After being outdoors or if you are outdoors for a long period, perform a tick check. Shower immediately after 

coming indoors. If you find a tick on your body, remove it by doing the following: 
x� Using a pair of fine-tipped tweezers, grasp the tick as close to the skin as possible and pull slowly, steadily, and 

firmly. Avoid crushing the tick' s body. 
x� Once removed, clean the area with antiseptic, such as alcohol. 
x� Save the tick in a jar of alcohol or tape it to a piece of cardboard so it can be identified by your local health      

department. 
The following are ear ly signals of Lyme disease that may appear  a few days or  weeks after  a tick bite:  
x� Fever and chills 
x� Muscle and joint aches 
x� Weakness or fatigue 
x� Headache 
x� Swollen lymph nodes 
x� Skin rash, which may have a bull' s-eye appearance 
Signals that may appear  weeks, months, or  even years after  a tick bite include the following:  
x� Arthritis 
x� Numbness 
x� Paralysis of the facial muscles, usually on one side 
x� Memory loss 
x� Problems with hearing or vision 
x� Severe headache 
x� High fever 
x� Stiff neck 
Irregular or rapid heart beat 
If any of these signals appear or you have been bitten by a tick, consult your medical professional. 
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Gifts were received from  

Mrs. Helen Britz, In Honor of Bill Frankle' s 90th Birthday 

Mrs. Helen Britz, In Memory of William Podszus  

 Mr. and Mrs. Martin E. Carl and family, In memory of William Podszus 

 The Volley Dollies, In memory of William Podszus 

 Margaret Hover, In memory of William Podszus 

 Agnes Johnson, In memory of George R. Johnson 

 From Louise Podszus'  friends and co-workers at the Westchester County Dept. of Social Services,                                   
In memory of William Podszus  

 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kozera, In memory of Serge Kuschnar  

 Church of Saint Ursula, In memory of William Podszus 

 John McLoughlin, In memory of William Podszus 

 Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Schipf, In memory of William Podszus 

 Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Warnken, In honor of Rev. Deric Taylor 

 Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Werring, In Honor of Kenneth Werring' s Graduation from Concordia Prep 1956 (50th) 

Our sincere thanks to all! 
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Please join us for worship this summer:  Saturdays at 5:30 pm,  Sundays at 9 am and 10:45 am.                                   


