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Straight from the Hart 
                         By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell 

When one is dieting, table rituals take on new meanings. I get teased about my eating at dinners and 
parties. For instance, my normal penchant for scotch and soda gets eliminated or changed into just 
one  diet cola. Scotch may be heaven’s drink, but empty calories are empty calories. People see me 
cutting away parts of the food that are delicious yet high in fat or carbs. Desserts are not exempt 
from my diet treatment. They get a loving glance and maybe a spoonful or two are eaten, but the 
days of second helpings of that favorite cake or pie are over. I do love the end of a meal however. 
At the end I can have coffee like everyone else. Coffee is heaven’s other favorite drink. Of course, it 
is not just coffee that I can fully enjoy.  Things like gentle conversation and catching up with friends 
become a source of joy and a real focus, even if some high calorie items must be avoided. 

Food may often seem the focus of our table life; however food alone is not truly the center of the 
tables of our homes and workplaces. For many centuries families and neighbors and co-workers 
 have gathered around tables to play games and share fellowship; to share news and plan for the 
future; to get down to business or even to simply enjoy a cup of tea and good conversation. Even at 
church, we have a Eucharist table. It is not a table for physical feasting. It is the table of the Lord 
that holds the elements of the Lord’s Supper. With the conversation of God, His Word, the elements 
become for us His own body and blood for forgiveness and strength. 

In the New Testament, the Corinthian Church was criticized by St. Paul for having one person go 
hungry at the Lord’s Table while another was stuffed. Apparently, the Eucharist was also a pot-luck 
supper in Paul’s time. Paul reminded them that it was primarily a table for spiritual feasting, not for 
food for the belly. Paul said, “ When you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord's Supper. For 
when the time comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry 
and another becomes drunk. What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show 
contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What should I say to you? 
Should I commend you? In this matter I do not commend you! For I received from the Lord what I 
also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread,  
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, " This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me." ” (1 Corinthians 11:20-24)   

This summer you may be watching your waistline too. You may be counting every calorie and 
every gram of carbohydrates. There is a table where you can enjoy great conversation and food for 
the soul. On Thursdays in July, we will meet around the Eucharist table of the Village Lutheran 
Church in our air-conditioned sanctuary. We will study the book called “The Gift”  This very special 
book talks about how we understand God' s love and our Christian witness in calling others to faith. 
This echos Pastor Taylor' s Evangelism Corner article for this month. At the end of our evening, we 
will share a brief service of Holy Communion.  

Please feel free to pick up a copy of the book, “The Gift”  by Max Lucado at the Piano Book Shop 
(complimentary) or pick one up at your local bookstore. This summer, as you seek to rest and 
renew, gather ‘ round the table with your friends and your best friend, Jesus, as we feast on the Word 
of God revealed (the Bible) and the Word of God made flesh (Jesus as He comes through the 
Sacrament). Please read the appropriate chapter for the evening. July 5  - The Gift of a Savior        
(p. 21-54), July 12  - Ransom for Sinners (p. 55-82), July 19  - Bounteous Grace (p. 83-102) and 
July 26  - The Choice (p. 103-127). Then come ready to discuss this book with friends, around the 
table. A thought about table rituals and the feast God has prepared for our souls that is straight from 
the Hart. 
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Women’s Bible Study/LWML   
 

Women, please join us next fall for our 
Women' s Bible Study.  We meet once a month 
(on the 3rd Saturday) for physical and spiritual 
food, fellowship and fun.  Our first meeting 
will be on Sept. 15.  This year' s book is 
“ Rediscover ing the Lord’s Prayer”  by Ar t 
Simon, which will be available at the piano 
bookstore beginning late July.  Also we will 
use Luther ’s Small and Large Catechism to 
enhance our study.  If you have any questions 
please see Julie Taylor, or call 793-9075. 

) 2 &8 6�2 1�: 2 56+ ,3 
Come to the Table 

There is a beautiful contemporary song by Claire Cloninger and Martin Nystrom called ªCome to the  
Tableº which begins:     

Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread; 

All who are hungry and thirsty, come and your souls will be fed. 

        �  1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music 

We invite you to come to the Lord' s Table this summer to be refreshed spiritually during the slower sum-
mer months.  In addition to offering Holy Communion at all worship services, we will have a special time 
of fellowship in Word and Sacrament on Thursday evenings in July.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor 
will lead a study on The Gift for All People by Max Lucado and conclude with an informal Eucharist each 
week. 

Our year-round schedule continues, with services in the Sanctuary on Saturday at 5:30 p.m. and on Sun-
day at 10:45 a.m. plus our traditional 9:00 a.m. family service on the Great Porch.  The family service 
will include a children' s message and hymns chosen from All God’s People Sing.  We will also share 
summer refreshments after the 9:00 service on weeks when we have volunteer hosts available. 

 Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood be for my soul the highest good! (LSB 618 refrain) 

 SUMMER WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m. – Spoken Divine Service (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m. – Family Service (Great Porch) 

Sunday, 10:45 a.m. – Spoken Divine Service (Sanctuary) 

~ ~ 

Thursdays in July, 7:30 p.m. – Bible Study and Eucharist (Sanctuary)� 

LWML  
Lutheran Women's Missionary League  ��

Please mark your calendar. On Saturday, Sept 29, 
we will be hosting the Fall LWML Rally for our   
region.  Other LWML groups from local churches 
will be meeting at Village Lutheran Church for 
fellowship, business, and to further God' s         
ministry.  For us,  this will involve providing a    
continental breakfast, setup, clean up and more.  
So save the date now! 

Mite Boxes may still be brought in over the      
summer, so keep saving that loose change. 
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Thank you from the Development Office 
            

This has been another extraordinary year for the        
Development Office and we are extending a global 
thank you to all of our parents, congregants, and 
friends.  A special note of thanks is extended to all our 
volunteers for their time and talent in responding to our 
many requests for assistance. 

The Development Office reaches out to many persons 
for many reasons over the course of each fiscal year and 
this 90/60 Anniversary year has been no exception. 
ªThanking youº never seems adequate because the   
generosity is so very often beyond expectation.      
However, ªthank youº is from our hearts and it       
represents our respect for you and never taking your 
philanthropy for granted.    

The Village Lutheran Church and Chapel School is a 
very special place.  It remains a compass focused on the 
values and Christian traditions of its Lutheran           
mission.  Like the thousands of friends, parents and 
congregants that have gone ahead, you are a part of that 
great history of giving, pledging and legacy gifts.  We 
are grateful and thankful for you, for your time, your 
talent, your treasure and your tribute. 

Bill Damato & Jeanette Van Duyne 

Development Office - June 2007  
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We will meet in a circle around the Eucharist Table in the church and end the study 
with a brief and  informal reception of the Eucharist (Holy Communion). This     

summer, as you seek to rest and renew, gather ‘ round the table'  with your friends and your best friend,    
Jesus, as we feast on the Word of God revealed (the Bible) and the Word of God made flesh (Jesus as he 
comes through the Sacrament). Pick up a review copy of the book on the piano bookshop (no cost) in the     
friendship Room and read the appropriate chapter for the evening. 

July 5th± The Gift of a Savior (p. 21-54) 

July 12-Ransom for Sinners (p. 55-82) 

July 19± Bounteous Grace (p. 83-102) 

July 26-The Choice (p. 103-127)  
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Praise God from whom ALL blessings flow!  Through 
the generous collection of Mite Boxes, Mission Grant 
#4, "Encouraging Young Christian Evangelism" is now 
fulfilled and under way.  We will now collect our Mites 
for Mission Grant #5, "Our Savior's Needy Families." 
Our Savior New American Lutheran School's mission 
class and a Women's Bible Study  group from Our   
Savior Lutheran Church, Centereach, NY have       
partnered together to meet the dire needs of families in 
the community.  Along with meeting the physical 
needs, such as food and utility demands, they deliver 
Bibles, have fellowship, prayer and ongoing            
communications allowing these families to feel loved 
and to know the love of Christ through the church 
body, bringing them into the acknowledgement and joy 
of the Lord. This grant will help to continue to          
purchase food items, handle emergency fuel needs and 
daily living supplies. The fund will also help to supply 
Bibles, devotionals and tracts for these families.  Mite 
Boxes can be obtained in the multi-purpose room on 
the piano. Every penny counts, so let' s keep the Mite 
Boxes flowing. 
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The Good News Christian Coffee House continues this summer with "Psalm 96" in concert on July 
14 and "His Song"  in concert on August 11. The Coffee House opens at  6 p.m. with Green    
Mountain Flavored Coffees and pastries. The Concert begins at 7 p.m. sharp. Cost is $5 per person. 
College/High School students/Seniors $3 with valid ID. A love offering will be taken to offset     
expenses. The VLC is located at 172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, New York 10708. For more 
information call 914-337-0207 or www.vlc-ny.org.  

“ THAT WE MAY SING FOR JOY “  
Your Place in the VLC Music Ministry 
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CHOIR THANK-YOU 

We appreciate all those who shared their gifts through our music ministry, especially during this 90/60 Anniversary year, and 
look forward to resuming regular rehearsals in September.  In the meantime, many thanks and God' s blessings to our choir 
members: 

CHERUB CHOIR ± Director Betty Geiling, Accompanist Marcia Kollmann, and the N-2 Sunday School classes. 

YOUTH CHOIR ± Director George Heath, Oscar Augustine, Rebecca Blanco, Emma Boisitz, Ian Elwell, Hannah, Joshua & 
Luke Geiling, Kaitlyn Gotte, Casey McGinnis, Brian and Jennifer Nelson, Tyler Schultz, Wendy Snyder, Bradly Taylor and 
Molly Warnken. 

CHANCEL CHOIR ± Director Deborah Reiss, Jonathan Blanco, Mark Blanco, Chris Gleason, Janet Graves-Wright, George 
Heath, Anita Kebschull, Greta Krull, Beverley Lorie, Rose Marie Menduni, Dorothy Novak, Sharon Peterson, Bob Roberts, 
John Spring and Mindy Warnken. 

FAITHWALK ± Director Deborah Reiss, Joan Condon, John Donovan, Andrea Masley, John Spring, Julie Taylor and Mindy 
Warnken. 

VILLAGE BELLS ± Director Deborah Reiss, Rhea Bean, Evelyn Cea, Ruth DeRosa, Betty-Ann Gotte, Greta Krull, Anne 
Losee, Dorothy Novak, Sharon Peterson, Breanna Rinaldi and Ellen Spring. 

VILLAGE BRASS ± Director George Heath, Deanna Bayens, Ryan Elwell, Chris Gleason, Rob Hartwell and Michael Schultz.  

WHZDUGV�&RUQHU�
A greeting card company once had the slogan, ªWhen you care enough to send the very best.º  Soon there 
were Christian tee-shirts with pictures of the cross and the words,º God cared enough to send the very 
best.º  His best is indeed what God sent; and the response He wants to evoke from us is that we love Him 
so much that we give our very best to HIM. 

The Old Testament law showed this was what God expected.  When describing offerings that were to be made to 
Him, God said, ªYou shall not offer to the LORD what is bruised and crushed, or torn or cut; nor shall you make 
an offering of them in your land.”   (Leviticus 22:24).  Offerings were to be as perfect as possible. 

The Christian knows that there is no way he can make his life perfect so as to be saved.  God sent Jesus to save us 
even when we were sinners.  We celebrate that fact in a hymn, ªJust As I Am.º  But the Bible also teaches us that we 
are to present ourselves to God as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God (Romans 12:1).  Another hymn re-
minds us of this duty:  ªOur talents may be few; these may be small.  But unto Him is due our best, our all.º  Our 
offerings in Church are only a portion.  But they should come off the top and represent our all. 
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The Voyagers Youth Group consists of grades 3  - 6 and is run primarily by Erika Schultz.  The Confirmation II 
(7th Grade) and Confirmation III (8th Grade) constitute the Lifers Youth Group.  Pastor Hartwell and Pastor Taylor 
will be the primary leaders of this group.  Finally, the Crusader  Youth Group will be led by Ms. Amanda Lavoie 
for grades 9 - 12 .  Contact Pastor Hartwell or Pastor Taylor for more information about our Youth groups. 

VOYAGERS: Grades 3 – 6   

The Voyagers  meet on select Thursday nights from 6:00 ± 7:00 pm.  We will meet on the playground for games.  
Please enter the building through the main school doors and look for signs if we need to meet elsewhere.  Watch the 
bulletin for summer events.  Hopefully you are able to join us at every meeting/event, but if not, please feel free to 
come to whatever activity you can.  Any questions??  Please call Erika at  (914) 395-1954 or tyandbash@aol.com.  

LIFERS:  Grades 7 – 8 
 

Wii Bowling Party  Thursday , June 28th from 7-9 PM in the Church MPR.  Pizza and drinks provided 
and Wii action on the big screen with our  first ever Wii bowling tourney. Cost is $2 per person and guests are  
welcome. We begin with a Wii devotion and then let the bowling  begin. Other video game experiences will also be 
available. 

Wii Baseball Game Wednesday, July 11th from 7-9 PM in the Church MPR.  Pizza and drinks provided 
and Wii action on the big screen with  our first ever Wii baseball game. Cost is $2 per person and guests  are 
welcome. We begin with a Wii devotion and then let the game  begin. Other video game experiences will also be 
available. 

Lifer Movie Night  Fr iday, August 10th from 7-10 PM in the Church MPR. Join us for a movie and movie 
snacks. We also will have a ªreel dealº devotion.  Cost is $2 per person and guests are welcome. 

Lake Compounce Amusement /Water Park  Monday, July 23rd, 9 AM Meet at the Church. Arrive 
home about 10:00 PM. Drivers and Chaperones Needed. $35 per person plus lunch and dinner money at the park. 
Free unlimited soda is included in the park admission. This is also a water park so bring your swim gear. Also open 
to Crusaders (High School). http://www.lakecompounce.com 

CRUSADERS : Grades 9 – 12 

This Summer (July 28 –  August 1, 2007) is the National Youth Gather ing.  
Once again this will be held in Orlando, Florida!!   

 

��LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 – 12 
 

�ZAP ~ This is an Atlantic District Program, which connects Youth of Confirmation age and older and 
begins to give them practical, hands-on, relational experience in missions, service and church work.  The 
District will offer three weekends during the school year for these workshops.  This will culminate in an 
opportunity for the youth to run a week of Vacation Bible School this summer.  For more information,  
please contact Pastor Taylor at 914-337-3202 (1021) or DTaylor@vlc-ny.org. �
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Matthew 18:10-14  ‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I  tell you, in heaven 
their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. What do you think? - I f a shepherd has a 
hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains 
and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I  tell you, he rejoices over it more 
than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one 
of these little ones should be lost.’  (NRSV) 

I hate when I lose something. It becomes an obsessive challenge for me to find that which is now lost. I 
start by re-tracing my steps all the way back to the last time I had the object. Finding that lost item           
becomes my sole purpose and takes over my life until I find it.  It' s crazy in one sense ± I just have to find 
that which is lost. 

I wonder if it is the same for the shepherd in the passage above. This shepherd is probably not running 
around as frantic as I am when I lose something, but then again, maybe he acted in exactly the same way. 
On the one hand, it' s great to have that urgency and zeal to find that wonderful sheep again, but on the 
other hand, no one wants to have that empty feeling of thinking you may never see that which you hold so 
dear again. 

How our Lord must feel about us when we wander away and are lost. When our first parents sinned in the 
garden, our Lord knew what was needed. Salvation would have to come through Him to rescue His        
children. It would take struggle and sacrifice, even the death of His Son, our Savior Jesus, to gain            
restoration. Even more, how it must pain our Father when His rescued children need rescuing repeatedly. 
Yet, He remains persistent in seeking us, rejoicing when we are found. 

Our God calls us to see all those in our communities who do not know Him as those who are lost. He      
desires us to go out as a shepherd, calling for them to come back to His fold. The invitation is for all, those 
who were once in the fold and have wandered off, as well as those who are wandering without knowing 
that they have a Good Shepherd who wants them as one of His sheep. Our Lord calls us to be about His 
business that, by virtue of our baptism, becomes our business too. We are called to seek the lost in order to 
share the wonderful Good News of salvation and life in Christ Jesus because God does not want anyone to 
remain lost! We know this is the case from the last verse of the text; ªSo it is not the will of your Father in 
heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.º He wants us with Him forever ± not lost but found and 
surrounded in His arms of love for all eternity. 

May the opportunities for us to share the message with those who are lost and wandering bombard us over 
these summer months that we might rejoice in being witnesses to the loving hand of God at work. May we 
be open to seek and then speak the gracious words of love from the Holy Spirit as He uses us to call, gather 
and enlighten those who wander in despair and uncertainty. May we be persistent and as determined as our 
Good Shepherd. For that will make for truly a wonderful summer!  

God bless you always! 

Pastor Taylor  

3DJ H�� �
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St. Monica' s Circle: St. Monica (b.333, d.387), the mother of St. Augustine, is a patron 
saint of mothers. A caring initiative for families growing through childbirth and adoption, 
St. Monica'  s Circle will provide 5 meals to benefit the growing family. We ask for your 
help in the following ways:   

I f you are expecting a child through pregnancy or  adoption, please notify the church office at 337-
0207 when your child is expected to come home, so that we may coordinate volunteers.   

I f you wish to volunteer  with St. Monica' s Circle, you will be asked to prepare and deliver one dinner 
to the happy family on a rotating basis.  

VLC and Chapel School Rebate Program  

DeCicco Market Place, 305 New Rochelle 
Road, Bronxville, has added the VLC and 
Chapel School to their Rebate Program.  

When you check out at the register simply say, 
ªPlease put my total towards the Village Lu-
theran Church Rebate Program.  

Each month DeCicco' s will write a check to 
the VLC. It doesn' t cost us or the shopper any-
thing but it means a little extra for us! Ques-
tions, call DeCicco' s at 914-668-3149! 

Concordia College-NY Award Celebration:  On May 1, 2007,                    
Chris Kollmann, a member of our congregation, received the Arthur 
Brunn Memorial Prize in Religion and the Harold F. Meier Prize in 
Mathematics at  Concordia College' s Celebration of Awards. We are very 
proud of these students© academic achievements, dedication to service and 
the leadership they show on campus everyday, in addition to keeping up 
the hectic demands of academic life. To the right is a photo of Chris with 
President Viji George and other student award recipients from the Atlan-
tic District.  Let us rejoice with Chris and his family in celebration of this 
deserved recognition. 

/ XWKHUDQ�&RXQVHOLQJ�&HQWHU·V�6XPPHU�* DOD presents ªAn Evening In Parisº  on Wednesday,          
July 18, 2007  to be held at the beautiful Westbury Manor with its breathtaking gardens in 
Westbury, New York.  You will be treated to an incredible evening of superb dining and      
Parisian entertainment in a spectacular setting.  

All proceeds from this event will go to support our counseling service outreach efforts. The 
Silent Samaritan Fund continues to reach out to those individuals and families who need   

counseling or other program services and are unable to fully pay for them. 

For further information about the Counseling Support Fund and for reservation information for the Sum-
mer Fundraising Gala, "An Evening In Paris"  call the Center at: 516-741-0994 

LWML Fall Service Project 
The Women' s Bible Study/LWML will team up with the        
Lutheran Hour Ministries this fall to reach out to the southern 
province of Tamil Nadu, India.  Each year the Lutheran Hour 
Ministries chooses one area of the world, which is in need of  
supplies, as well as the message of the gospel.  This area has been 
chosen due to the devastating effects of the tsunami on December 
26, 2004, of which the region still has not recovered.  

The ladies will be collecting donations after services during the 
months of September and October. These donations will in turn 
be used to buy specific supplies, which we will pack and send to 
be distributed.  Please keep this project in your prayers and    
remember to stop by our display in the fall. Thank you for your 
generosity, in advance����
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 Memor ial/Honored Gifts                       
were received from:                                          

 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Glenn Bevers 

In memory of Gary J.  Bevers  
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THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 
172 White Plains Road 
Bronxville, New York 10708 
 

www.VLC-NY.org 
www.TheChapelSchool.org 
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Begin Beginning July 1, the 9 am service will be held on the Great Porch (weather permitting). The service features 
communion each Sunday and is designed to be more casual. Summer clothing is permissible and encouraged. Hymns 
will be chosen from the All God' s People Sing Hymnal and each service will have a children' s bible message with a 
free ªtake homeº that children will enjoy receiving. Volunteers are needed to staff the day care room during that service 
and also host the mini-reception after that service (usually cookies and lemonade or other simple summer fare). Please 
sign-up for hosting day care or to host the reception. Please make sure to be in worship each week you are able during 
the summer so your soul can be recharged and renewed.���������������������������������������������������������

$ �6 SHFLDO�, QYLWDWLRQ�
�Who:  All Women 

 What:  Bible Study/LWML 

 When:  3rd Saturday of month  (beginning in Sept.) 

 Where: Multipurpose Room 

  8:30am ± 10:30am 

 Why:  To Study God' s Word as we look at 
 “ Rediscovering the  Lord’s Prayer” ,                
 by Art Simon  �


